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ABSTRACT 


A.l  Introduction 

It  is  our  purpose  to  establish  a  theory  describing  the  state  transition 
of  transistor  flipflops  making  use  mostly  of  phase  plane  techniques^  but  using 
also  a  time  or  even  frequency  domain  point  of  view  whenever  helpful.  Based  on 
such  a  theory^  we  further  wish  to  devise  practical  engineering  methods  of 
analysis,  design,  and  optimization  of  transistor  flipflops. 

We  shall  restrict  ourselves  to  considering  the  asymmetric  (Fig.  A,l) 
and  the  Eccles -Jordan  (Fig.  A. 2)  flipflops,  with  constant  current  fed  into 
the  common  emitters,  and  except  for  a  short  discussion,  we  shall  consider  only 
the  case  of  a  rectangular  trigger. 


A. 2  The  Flipflop  Differential  Equation 

Based  on  the  differential  equations  relating  terminal  voltages  with 
the  charges  at  the  junctions  and  diffusion  tails  in  a  trajisistor  we  obtain  the 
transistor  pair*^  characteristics  below. 

=  i[l  -  (-l)^tanh  x]  (A. la) 


z 


k 


(A. lb) 


where  k  =  1,  2,  is  the  treuasistor  index  used  in  Figs.  1  and  2,  and  the  symbol 

X  =  ^  ;  besides, 
civ 

X  ==  x^  -  Xg  «  normalized  base-to-base  voltage 


Throughout  this  volume  the  expression  "transistor  pair"  refers  to  the  pair 
of  identical  transistors  with  the  constant  current  I_  fed  into  the  common 
emitter,  as  in  Figs,  1  and  2, 
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txy 


ai- 


\  *  2kT  *  batse  voltages 


w,  =  Trr^  «  normalized  collector  current 


z,  =  rrr-  =  normalized  base  current 


t  =  —  =  normalized  time  variable 


t*  =  real  time  variable 


T  =  collector  time  cons  taint  of  the  trains  istors 


Equations  (A*l)  therefore,  relate  the  collector  and  base  currents  of 
the  treuisistor  pair  to  the  base-to-base  voltage. 

Analysis  of  the  feedback  networks  yields  a  differential  equation  in 
the  variable  for  each  value  of  k  (k  =  1,  2  for  the  Eccles -Jordan,  but  k  =  1 
for  the  asymmetric  flipflop),  respectively  related  to  trigger  plus  base  currents 
(ik  +  igj^)  and  collector  currents  i^^,  i  ^  k. 

We  shall  concentrate  our  attention  on  the  asymmetric  flipflop.  The 
result,  after  normalization,  is: 


T^T  T.  +  T  .  +  T 

i  o  oo  i  oi  0  0 

—  X  ^ -  - X 

T  T 


X  +  X  =  2p  -|^B  +  Wg  +  (0^  +  ^  (0^  +  z^)j. 


(A.2) 


where : 


The  k  in  the  denominator  is  the  Boltzmann  constant. 
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—  time  constants 


Vs  ^ 

B  =  — - -  =  biasing  condition 

0,  “  “  normalized  trigger  current  actually 

^  fed  into  the  flipflop  circuit 

Since  6^  is  the  trigger  current  actually  fed  into  the  flipflop,  it 
depends  on  the  nature  of  the  trigger  circuit,  and  depends  also  on  x  itself. 

In  general,  if  the  trigger  circuit  of  transistor  is  represented  by 
a  current  source  of  intensity  i^^^  and  shunt  interval  conductances  we  get 


Use  of  (A.l)  with  (A. 2)  and  (A. 3)  will  result  in  a  second  order  non¬ 
linear  differential  equation  in  x  containing  terms  in  tanh  x  along  with  its 
first  and  second  derivatives,  and  under  a  forcing  function  s^(t),  and  its  first 
derivative  §^(t ) .  This  equation  shall  he  called  "the  flipflop  equation." 


-xlii- 


A.3  Piecewise  Linear  Approximation 

A  general  solution  to  the  flipflop  equation  is  not  known.  Let  us 
consider^  however,  instead  of  (A.l),  the  characteristics  below: 


\  =  |[1  -  (-l)S(x)] 


\  \  ~a~~  V 


(A. 4a) 
(Ao4b) 


where, 


cp(x)  = 


-1. 

X 

<  .  i  : 

7 

region 

I 

X 

lx| 

»— 1| 

VI 

region 

II 

+1, 

Sw 

X 

IV 

^IH 

region 

III 

(A. 5) 


and  7  is  selected  so  that  9(x)  is  the  best  possible  piecewise  linear  approxi¬ 
mation  to  tanh  x,^  We  are,  therefore,  considering  an  ideal  transistor  pair 
whose  behavior  approximates  that  of  the  real  transistor  pair,  but  whose  char¬ 
acteristics  are  piecewise  linear  functions. 

Equations  (Ae2),  (A. 3)  and  (A. 4)  will  furnish  equation  (A. 6),  i.e,, 
a  second  order  differential  equation  in  x,  where  the  forcing  functions  s^(t) 
and  s^(t),  although  nonlinear  in  the  whole  range  of  x,  will  be  formed  by  three 
linear  equations,  respectively  valid  in  the  three  regions  as  in  equation  (A. 5) 
above.  The  second  derivative  of  9(x)  is  a  pair  of  impulse  functions  occurring 
in  the  transitions  of  x  into  and  out  of  region  II. 


With  €(x)  =  cp(x)  -  tanh  x,  both  a  criterion  of  getting  y  such  that  max  €(x) 

I  (30  X 

is  minlmuin  or  7  such  that  /  e(x)dx  =  0  will  lead  to  7  O.J. 
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eS?+b$  +  cx«d  +  ms+ns  +  f (x)  •  6(x  +  (A. 6) 

where  a,  h,  c,  d,  m  depend  on  the  region  containing  x^,  i,e.,  they  are  step 

functions  of  x,  discontinuous  at  x  =  +  -  . 

^  7 

A  solution  of  (A,6)  can  he  obtained  by  solving  a  second  order  linear 
differential  equation  in  each  region,  using  the  final  conditions  in  each  region 
as  the  initial  conditions  of  the  next  region.  The  impulse  functions  can  be 
considered  as  discontinuities  in  the  value  of  x. 


A. 4  The  Rectangular  Trigger  and  the  Phase  Plane  Portrait 

If  s^(t)  is  a  rectangular  function  of  time,  of  duration  T,  then  s^(t) 
is  also  a  pair  of  impulse  functions  and  can  be  taken  account  of  as  discontinu¬ 
ities  of  X,  at  t  =  0  and  t  =  T,  whereas  s^(t)  itself  can  be  represented  as  a 
constant  equal  to  W  if  the  trigger  is  ON  and  0  (zero)  if  the  trigger  is  OFF. 

Ve  have,  so  far,  succeeded  in  reducing  the  analysis  of  a  flipflop  to 
the  solution  of  three  equations  like  (A. 7)  below: 

+  bx  +  cx  D  (a. 7) 

r  d  +  W  if  the  trigger  is  CN 
D=  j 

^  d  if  the  trigger  is  OFF 


in  three  regions  of  values  of  x,  matching  their  solutions  in  the  boundaries 
X  =  +  i  ^  and  considering  discontinuities  of  x  at  t  =  0,  t  =  T,  and  at 


The  phase  plane  equation  corresponding  to  (A. 7)  is 


dy  _  D  -  cx  _  b 
dx  ay  “  a 


(A.8) 
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where 

0 

y  *  X 

The  singular  points  (points  of  y  =  y  =  O)  are  given  by  the  solutions  of 

D  -  cx  =  0  (a. 9) 


i.e*, 


D 

X  =  — 

c 


(A. 10) 


and  the  nature  of  these  singular  points  can  be  analyzed  by  studying  the  natural 
frequencies  of  the  system  (A.ll)  below  in  a  neighborhood  around  each 
singularity. 


o 

X 


ode  b 


(A. 11) 


This  analysis  shows  that,  if  the  trigger  is  OFF,  and  under  proper 
biasing  conditions,  these  singularities  are  two  stable  nodes, ^  one  in  each 
region  I  and  III,  and  a  saddle  point in  region  II. 

The  action  of  a  trigger  of  amplitude  W  is  essentially  to  shift  the 

nW  nW 

stable  nodes  by  axi  amount  Ax  =  —  ,  and  the  saddle  point  by  an  amount  Ax  --  -  ~ 

(parameters  always  calculated  in  the  correct  regionsl). 


In  a  neighborhood  of  a  stable  node  both  natural  frequencies  of  the  system 
are  real  and  negative  (by  definition). 

In  a  neighborhood  of  a  saddle  point  the  natural  frequencies  of  the  system 
are  real  and  have  opposite  signs  (by  definition). 


*^'^<lli'fliii»iiVi  -  -T-  I  -  - 
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VThen  a  singular  point  is  shifted  out  of  its  proper  region  we  say  it 
has  become  "virtuad"  because  its  nature  still  determines  the  behavior  of  the 
system  in  that  regionj^  but  it  does  not  really  exist.  There  is  a  value  of  W 
above  which  the  saddle  point  and  one  of  the  stable  nodes  become  virtual.  Then 
the  representative  point  P  of  the  system  will  describe  a  trajectory  towards 
the  remaining  stable  node.  When  the  trigger  is  turned  OFF  this  remaining  stable 
node  (and  also  the  other  two  singularities)  returns  to  its  resting  position; 

P  will  now  move  towards  this  point,  which  is,  in  effect,  one  of  the  two  stable 
states  of  the  flipflop.  Figures  c,  d  illustrate  a  transition. 

Clearly,  improper  biasing  may  result  in  other  singularity  configura¬ 
tions  which  will  not  correspond  to  flipflop  behavior. 

Study  of  some  geometrical  properties  of  the  flipflop  phase  pleuie 
portrait,  expecially  the  study  of  the  separatrices  and  of  certain  properties  of 
the  trajectories  can  be  made  by  analytical  solutions  to  equation  (A. 8).  The 
usefulness  of  this  approach  is  limited,  however,  by  the  complexity  of  the 
algebraic  expressions  involved. 
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A. 5  Engineering  Methods  for  the  Solution  of  Flipflop  Problems 

These  methods  consist  essentially  of  the  drawing  of  figures  like  A. 3, 
i.e.,  phase  plane  portraits  which  are  good  approximations  to  the  true  phase 
plane  portrait  of  a  trajectory. 

The  time  durations  of  any  portion  of  a  trajectory,  say,  between  two 
points  P^  and  P^  is  given  by: 


But  if  y(x)  is  a  straight  line. 
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Vetrious  procedures  can  be  devised  for  the  drawing  of  these  approxi¬ 
mate  portraits  once  the  coefficients  of  (A. 8)  are  known  in  every  region,  both 
for  trigger  ON  and  OFF*  From  einy  approximate  form  of  y(x)  it  is  a  simple  matter 
to  obtain  any  waveform  of  interest,  such  as  x(t),  Wj^(t),  Zj^(t)j|  etc.,  by  very 
simple  graphical  constructions. 

Even  though  only  the  asymmetrical  flipflop  is  considered  in  this 
Abstract,  it  is  very  simple  to  show  that  the  symmetric  Eccles -Jordan  flipflop 
is  formally  equivalent  to  the  asymmetric  circuit. 


A, 6  Extensions 

A.6.1--Simple  formulae  for  fast  estimates  of  flipflop  transition  times  can  be 
derived  from  geometrical  properties  of  the  transition  phase  plane  portraits. 


A.6.2--The  general  (nonsymmetric )  Eccles-Jordan  flipflop  can  be  treated  by  a 
modified  phase  plane  which  takes  into  account  the  two  sets  of  variables 
k  =  1,  2,  with  some  use  of  curves  in  the  time  domain  Xj^(t),  and  of  a  plane 
(x^,x^).  In  some  cases  where  there  is  a  certain  relationship  between  its  para¬ 
meters  a  nonsymmetric  flipflop  may  be  reduced  to  the  asymmetric  case. 


A,6.3--Some  degenerate  cases,  where  one  or  more  capacitances  are  zero  can  have 
y(x)  expressed  in  analytical  and  closed  form. 


A.6.4--Flipflops  under  other  types  of  trigger  can  be  studied  by  other  techniques 
than  phase  plane  techniques,  such  as  frequency  or  time  domain  techniques. 
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A.7  Practical  Results  and  Future  Developments 

Comparison  of  theoretical  with  experimental  results  indicates  that 
an  error  of  the  order  of  +  10  per  cent  is  to  be  expected  from  the  application 
of  this  theory. 

There  are  strong  indications  that  a  large  part  of  this  error  is 
caused  by  the  fact  that,  although  cp(x)  »  tanh  x,  this  is  not  so  for  the  first 
and  second  derivatives  of  these  functions.  However,  the  results  are  satisfactory, 
and  the  theory  could  be  extended  in  future  to  consider,  for  example:  the  non¬ 
linearity  of  the  capacitances  involved,  inductances  in  the  passive  network,  or 
perhaps  the  fact  that  these  are  distributed  parameters.  In  another  direction, 
it  could  be  improved  by  a  formal  mathematical  investigation  of  the  piecewise 
linear  approximation  method  for  solving  nonlinear  differential  equations. 


t 
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1.  INTRODUCTION 
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Many  attempts  have  been  made  in  the  past  to  establish  a  theory  of 
bistable  systems.  The  nonlinear  nature  of  bistable  circuits  (flipflops),  how¬ 
ever,  makes  it  impractical  to  approach  the  analysis  of  such  systems  by  means 
of  mathematical  techniques  developed  specially  for  the  study  of  linear  systems. 

Nevertheless,  several  flipflop  theories  have  been  devised  making  use 
of  strictly  linear  techniques  [3;  l6,  19^  23].*^  However,  these  theories,  one 
way  or  another,  had  limited  objectives.  Typically,  each  of  them  aims  at  a 
specific  problem  among,  for  example,  obtaining  an  approximation  for  the  transi¬ 
tion  time,  or  finding  minimum  values  for  trigger  duration  and  amplitude,  or 
studying  some  aspect  of  stability,  etc.  These  limited  objectives  could  be, 
and  were,  attained  with  the  linear  techniques  employed. 

Adopting  a  quite  different  point  of  view,  flipflop  theory  can  be 
reduced  to  the  study  of  nonlinear  bistable  equations  or  systems  of  equations  (in 
general  two  first  order  equations)  [26,  27] •  The  phase  plane  is  the  mathematical 
tool  that  immediately  suggests  itself  for  this  type  of  problem  [l,  26]. 

In  the  literature,  authors  are  usually  not  concerned  with  the  analysis 
of  any  specific  physical  problem,  or  mathematical  model,  but  Just  with  the 
development  of  the  mathematical  technique  itself.  Objectives  here  were  also 
limited,  since  the  establishment  of  a  general  theory  was  not  aimed  at,  but  it 
was  desired  to  show  that  some  results  could  be  obtained  by  applying  phase-plane 
methods  to  certain  types  of  equations  [26,  27]. 

It  seems  natural  to  attempt  a  general  analysis  of  bistable  physical 
systems  using  the  phase-plane  as  the  main  technique.  However,  a  general 
analysis  of  this  kind  would  be  of  very  little  use  (if  it  could  be  made  at  all) 
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A  square -bracketed  set  of  numbers  refers  to  works  listed  under  "Bibliography" 
at  the  end  of  this  dissertation, 
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first  because  nonlinear  systeos  do  not  lend  themselves  too  easily  to 
generalization  and  second^  because  whatever  generalization  ve  voxild  achieve^ 
ve  would  pay  by  not  being  specific  about  the  most  important  of  all  electric 
bistable  systems  (ve  consider  the  common  switch  as  being  a  mechanical  bistable 
system. . . )  and  the  only  one  in  which  we  are  really  interested,  namely,  the 
transistor  flipflop. 

Thus  the  analysis  of  transistor  flipflops--and  of  these  only—appeais 
to  be  attractive,  since  specific  results  and  methods  caui  be  obtained  and  applied 
immediately.  This  is  the  objective  of  this  report:  a  general  euialysis  of 
transistor  flipflops  by  phase-plane  methods.  It  is  general  in  the  sense  that 
any  information  about  the  flipflop  behavior  can  be  obtained  from  it,  and  also 
in  the  sense  that  the  general  (nonsymmetric)  Eccles-Jordan  flipflop  is  con¬ 
sidered.  Its  differential  equations  are  established  along  with  the  more  impor¬ 
tant  cases  of  the  asymmetric  (one  base  grounded)  and  the  symmetric  flipflops, 
and  we  go  as  far  as  suggesting  means  to  analyze  this  general  case  on  a  special 
phase -plane. 

Of  course,  phase-plane  treatment  practically  outlaws  any  other  but 
the  rectangular  trigger  (as  will  be  clear  in  the  sequel).  However,  the  equations 
established  do  not  demand  phase-plane  treatment;  in  fact,  for  other  types  of 
trigger,  ntaneric  solutions  may  be  necessary.  But  we  shall  concentrate  our 
attention  on  the  rectangular  trigger  case.  The  first  part  of  the  theory  is 
concerned  with  the  establishment  of  the  general^  dynamic  transistor  flipflop 
equations . 


In  a  common  emitter  coupling  configuration,  i.e.,  ve  consider  a  genersd 
Eccles-Jordan,  and  the  asymmetric  flipflops. 
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Next  the  problem  of  approximating  the  system  is  discussed;  a  set  of 
approximate  differential  equations  is  established  on  a  basis  of  piecewise 
linear  approximation  to  the  original  system. 

This  set  of  approximate  equations  is  then  analyzed  in  the  phase-plane 
using  the  time  domain  whenever  expedient;  this  analysis  includes  the  study  of 
existence  and  nature  of  singular  points  suid  the  description  of  separatrices . 

Then  follows  a  discussion  of  triggering  conditions,  establishing  their  relation¬ 
ship  with  the  system  parameters.  A  specially  detailed  discussion  of  trajectories 
and  their  relation  to  parameters  and  trigger  is  presented.  Some  theorems  about 
the  geometry  of  the  system  phase-plane  portrait  are  proved. 

On  the  basis  of  the  above  analysis  some  techniques  are  described  for 
the  actual  computation  of  trajectories,  transition  times,  waveforms,  or  general 
characteristics  of  a  given  flipflop  driven  by  a  given  triggering  circuit. 
Especially  simple  formulae  are  presented  with  the  purpose  of  better  under¬ 
standing  the  qualitative  influence  of  the  various  parameters;  these  formulae 
are  also  useful  when  a  quick  estimate  of  some  transition  characteristics  is 
needed , 

Several  extensions  to  the  theory  are  also  discussed,  such  as  three 
degenerate  cases,  the  nonsymmetric  Eccles -Jordan,  and  other  types  of  trigger. 

Finally,  some  experiments  are  reported  on  and  their  results  compared 
with  the  theoretical  results. 


2.  THE  FLIPFLOP  DIFFERENTIAL  EQUATION 


2.1  Introduction 

We  shall  try  to  find  an  equation  which  will  not  only  describe  the 
flipflop  behavior  but  which  is  also  relatively  simple.  This  is  a  rather 
difficult  task^  since  the  number  of  equations  describing  such  a  circuit  is  not 
finite.  However^  if  we  add  the  further  requirement  that  the  state  variable  be 
a  natural  circuit  variable,  i.e.,  either  a  node-to-node  voltage  or  a  branch 
current,  then  the  possible  number  of  such  equations  is  reduced  to  about  a  dozen 
possibilities . 

A  comparison  among  the  most  promising  ones  leads  us  to  select  the 
base-to-base  voltage  as  the  circuit  state  variable.  The  ensuing  analysis 
illustrates  the  relative  simplicity  of  such  a  choice. 


2.2  The  Transistor  Fair  Transfer  Equation 

Analysis  of  the  transistor  pair  presented  in  Fig.  1  furnishes  the 
following  system  of  equations,  which  represents  an  entirely  general  description 
of  the  circuit  both  statically  and  dynamically  [2,  15]. 

^E1  =  ^E1  ^B1  ^  ■  Q!piJpi(expnv^,  -  l)  (2.l) 


El 


Cl^'Cl'  '  Cl 


^E2  ”  *^£2  '^B2  ‘^E2^®^^'^^E2  ~  '  °'C2'^ C2 ^ (2-2) 

^C1  "  '%1  ^  “e1-^E1^®^P’^''e1  ■  -  l)  (2.3) 


'Cl'  Cl 


^C2  ”^C2  ^  V!? ^ ■  ^)  ■  "  ^)  (2.^) 


E2 


C2'  ■'C2 


^B1  ^  “^El  '^Bl  '^Cl  ■  “e1^'^E1^®^^'^'^E1  ■ 


(2.5) 
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^82  '  §E2  ^B2  ^  ^C2  ^  ‘  ’  D  *  (^  ’  ac2^-Ic2<«*P^^C2  ’ 


(2.6) 

^E1  ^E2  “  ^ 

(2.7) 

^E2  ■  ^E1  “ 

(2.8) 

""  ^ci  \i^ci  ■  '^1 

(2.9) 

®C2  ^12^02  ■  ^2 

(2.10) 

1 

II 

(2.11) 

In  the  system  above: 

a)  The  symbol  S  means  and  t*  is  the  time  variable. 

-  electron  charge 

^  >  with  <  k  =  Boltzmann  constant 

I^T  =  absolute  temperature 
^L2  load  resistances. 

^Bk^  charges  stored  in  transistor  capacitances: 

^Ek  oniitter  diffusion  tail  and  depletion  layer  of  the  emitter-base 
Junction. 

^Bk  base  diffusion  capacitance. 

at  the  depletion  layer  of  the  collector  to  base  Junction. 

e)  Jj^^  J^  are  the  saturation  currents  of  transistor  respectively  of  its 
emitter-base  and  collector-base  Junctions,  measured  with  the  opposite 
terminal  short  circuited  to  the  base. 

f)  (X^,  the  normal  and  inverse  alphas  of  transistor  respectively  from 


emitter  to  collector  and  from  collector  to  emitter. 
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Obs.:  Notice  the  unusual  convention  of  slgns^  which  has  been  adopted  In  this 
report  for  convenience  only. 

Comments:  The  system  has  11  equations  and  13  variables;  usually  variables  v^ 
and  v^  would  be  Independent,  and  then  any  other  variable  can  be  expressed  as 
functions  of  them. 

However,  this  system  of  equations  can  be  considerably  reduced  by 
maJcing  the  following  simplifying  assumptions  (see  Fig.  2}|. 

The  transistors  and  operation  points  are  such  that  the  following 
relations  hold,  accordingly  simplifying  equations  (2.l)  through  (2.6): 


'k 


JEiCexpnvEi  -  1)  »  a^^J^^(expnv^^  -  l)  «  (2.12) 

'^E2^®*^^^E2  ■  ~‘^C2'^C2  (2-13) 

"*^01  (2*1^) 

Q!e2Je2(«*P'»^E2  ■  ~  '^C2  ^2.15) 


(2.16) 

(1  -  “e2^'’e2^®''P'’^E2  ■  >>  ■  “C2^JC2^®''P'‘^C2  '  ~  ’  °'c2^Jc2 

(2.17) 

For  each  transistor,  the  following  relations  hold,  accordingly 
simplifying  equations  (2.l)  through  (2.6): 


4 

V  ^B1 

axid 

(2.18) 

*^E2  *^82 

btI 

(2.19) 
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i, 


f.- 


V  "  ■'01*01  *  ■'02*02 

where  T^.  is  the  ’’collector  time  constant”  of  transistor  T. .  The  transistors 
C/J  j 

are  such  that  the  following  relations  hold,  accordingly  modifying  equations 
(2.1)  through  (2.6): 


T 


Cl 


'C2 


=:  T 


(2.21) 


Ogi  =  =  O'  (2-22) 

■^El  ~  ~  ^  (2.23) 

T,  a,  j  independent  of  any  system  variable.  (2,24) 


Assumptions  (2.12)  through  (2.17)  divide  the  system  (2.l)  through 
(2.11)  into  two  interdependent  systems,  namely  (2.l)  through  (2.8)  and  (2.9) 
through  (2,11).  The  first  has  eight  equations  and  nine  variables,  so  that  all 
variables  are  determined  if  one  of  them  is  given;  v  is  the  ’’natural”  independent 
variable.  The  second  system  has  three  equations  axid  seven  variables,  so  that 
four  variables  must  be  specified;  in  general,  v^  and  v^  would  be  given  (thus 
specifying  v  by  (2,ll))  and  also  i^^  and  i^  which  are  solutions  of  the  first 
system  of  equations. 

These  approximations  restrict  our  analysis  to  nonsaturating  matched 
transistors o  Constancy  of  parameters  with  respect  to  system  variables  as  well 
as  negligible  junction  capacitances  are  fairly  strong  assxamptions,  since  they 
cannot  occur  in  practice  [15 however,  we  feel  that  the  increased  complexity 
involved  in  trying  to  take  into  account  such  things  is  too  high  a  price  to  pay 
for  the  small  increase  in  accuracy  to  be  obtained. 
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We  obtain  the  system  of  equations  below  by  substituting  (2.12)  through 
(2. 24)  Into  equations  (2.l)  through  (2.8): 


^Ei  “  ’’^^ci  a  ^ci 

(2.25) 

^E2  "  ^C2  a  ^C2 

(2.26) 

id  = 

(2.27) 

^C2  =  °^E®*P^^E2 

(2.28) 

^Bi  ■  "^^01  a  ^ci 

(2.29) 

^B2  ■  ^^C2  a  ^C2 

(2.30) 

^E1  ^E2  ^ 

(2.31) 

< 

1 

H 

II 

(2.32) 

Here  we  have  neglected  all  terms  (l  -  «ck)Jck/  the 

same  spirit  we  have  used  the  approximation 

^Ek  ’  ”  ^Ek^^^P^^Ek  ■  ^  ^  . 33  ) 


which  is  not  strictly  valici,  Actuedly,  it  is  only  valid  as  long  as  v-.,  is 

fiX 

positive,  hut  not  if  v^^  is  negative.  However,  to  use  this  approximation  (or 

should  we  call  it  a  substitution!  )  for  all  the  range  of  v  is  equivalent  to 

connecting  a  current  source  of  strength  in  parallel  with  the  emitter-base 

bK 

junction  of  V  in  a  direction  such  as  to  yield  input  current  zero  when 
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This  will  make  very  little  difference  as  far  as  results  are  concerned^ 
but  will  considerably  simplify  the  algebra  involved.  To  be  sure,  it  will  tend 
to  compensate  for  the  fact  that  we  have  already  neglected  the  collector-base 
Junction  saturation  current,  yielding  even  a  better  composite  characteristic 
for  the  transistor  pair. 

Equations  (2.9)  through  (2.1l)  are  now  irrelevant  since  we  seek  to 
express  the  currents  as  functions  of  v,  which  can  be  obtained  Just  by  solving 
system  of  equations  (2.25)  through  (2.32). 

For  convenience,  we  apply  the  following  transformations  of  variables 
to  this  system: 


(2.34) 


Ck 

w,  -  , 

k  alg 


k  =  Ij  2 


(2.35) 


-  Bk  ,  ,  _ 


(2.36) 


X  =  I  Tjv 


(2.37) 


Rq  is  the  output  resistor  as  shown  in  Fig.  3« 

From  now  on,  the  symbol  S  will  be  used  for  ^  ,  unless  otherwise 


specified .  We  obtain : 


a(w^  +  Wg)  +  (w^  +  Wg)  =  1 


(2.38) 


^2  Vj^exp2x 


(2.39) 


Wg  =  (w^  +  2^j^)exp2x 


(2.40) 


FLIPFLOP 
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o  .1-0 

~~or 


(2.41) 


_  o  .1-0 
*2  “  ^^2  O  '^2 


(2.42) 


from  which  we  get,  using  (2.38),  (2.39)  and  (2.40); 


Wj^  +  -|^^  +  x(l  +  tanh  x)^  w^  =  ^  (l  -  tanh  x)  (2.43) 


This  equation  can  be  written  in  the  form: 


Mit  +  Ndw^  =  0 


(2.44) 


If  this  is  done,  then  we  have: 


I  (5^  -  ^)  =  ^  ^ 


(2.45) 


where  g(t)  is  only  a  function  of  t,  i.e.^  it  is  independent  of  here  we 
assxame  that  x  =  x(t)  is  a  given  function  of  t,  independent  of  w^ . 

Then  |i(t)  =  exp  J" g(t)dtj  is  an  integrating  factor  for  equation 
(2,43)  [8].  We  have  then: 


n(t)  =  exp  -|^^  +  J(1  +  tanh  x)xdt^ 


(2.46) 


But 


J'il  +  tanh  x)xdt  =  J{1  +  tanh  x)dx  *  x  +  in/ (cosh  x)  +  const.  (2.47) 


Hence,  ignoring  the  constant. 


t  O 

^(t)  -  exp(5  +  x)  «  cosh  X  - 


(2.48) 


I 


The  differential  equation  can  now  be  easily  solved. 


Let  F(Wj^,t)  *  0  be  the  solution;  then; 


(since  M  =  l) 


We  get  from  (2.46): 


(2.49) 


F(wj^>t)  =  •  |i(t)  +  f(t)  =  0 


(2.50) 


and  from  (2.49)  and  (2.50): 


Nn(t)  =  Wg  •  M(t)  +  f(t) 


(2.51) 


Therefore 


f('t)  =  -  I  (1  -  tanh  x)n(t) 


(2.52) 


f(t)  =  -  ^^(1  “  "tanh  x)  •  |i(t)dt 


(2.53) 


Prom  ^2.48)  into  (2.53): 


^’(■t)  =  ■  (5  exp  ^  +  const.) 


(2.54) 


Prcan  (2.50),  expllcitating  we  finally  get: 


^  <1  -  tanh  x)[l  +  Cexp(-  j)] 


(2.55) 
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vhere  C  is  em  arbitrary  constant  detemlned  by  some  initial  charge  stored  in 
the  bases  prior  to  the  moment  t  ■  t^  when  the  circuit  takes  on  the  configuration 
described  by  (2.43).  Therefore,  for  sdl  practical  purpose  Cexp(-  is  zero, 
since  we  can  assxane  this  configuration  to  be  in  existence  for  an  arbitrarily 
long  time;  we  finally  have,  using  (2.56),  (2.39)>  (2.4l)  and  (2.42): 


(2.56) 

(2.57) 

(2.58) 

(2.59) 

(2.60) 

which  are  the  characteristic  functions  for  a  transistor  pair  connected  as  in 
Pig.  2. 

As  a  corollary  of  this  solution,  we  notice  that,  at  all  times,  the 


The  "transfer  functions": 


w^  =  i  (1  -  tanh  x) 


W2  =  I  (1  +  tanh  x) 


and  the  "input  functions": 


5^  =  ^  ^  (1  -  tanh  x)  -  X  •  sech^x^ 

(1  +  tanh  x)  +  x  •  sech^xj- 


For  completion,  we  have,  with  k  =  1,  2 


o  /  ,  vk  1 

‘k  =  2 


^  X  -  2(x)^  tanh  x 
a  '  ' 


2 

•  sech  X 


following  relations  hold: 


16 


+  Wg  »  1 


^C1  ^ 


>  (2.61) 


which  check  with  (2.7):  i^^^  +  i^g  *  1^. 


2.3  The  Asynmetric  Flipflop 

The  asymmetric  flipflop  shown  in  Fig.  3  has  a  feedback  network  whose 
configuration  depends  on  the  trigger  circuit,  as  shown  in  Figs.  4a  and  4b. 

However,  we  can  obtain  the  equilibriian  equation  for  this  network 
assuming  an  arbitrary  trigger  current  i,  which  can  be  replaced  by  its  value 
when  a  trigger  is  specified  (see  section  2.5). 

Analysis  of  the  circuit  of  Fig.  4a  yields: 


^iVi  ^ 


+  T 


Oi 


+  T 


\0 


+  V, 


o  C2 


+  R  T.  (i 
o  io' 


o 

+  i 


(2.62) 


where : 


a) 

»)  -"o  =  Vo 

')  ^10  -  Vo 


R  =  R,  .  R 
8  1  O 


(2.63a) 

(2.63b) 

(2.63c) 

(2.63d) 


e) 


(2.63e) 


b)  THE  CURRENT  SOURCE  WITH  AN  INTERNAL  CONDUCTANCE 
6  IS  REPLACED  BY  AN  IDEAL  VOLTAGE  SOURCE  WHOSE 
OUTPUT  IS  I. 


FIGURE  4:  TUGGER  SOURCES 
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Notlce  that  in  this  asynnnetric  fllpflop  (Fig.  3)  ■  v.  Let  us 

apply  to  (2.62)  the  same  tremsfomatlons  of  variables  used  In  section  2.2^  l.e.; 
equations  (2.34)  through  (2.37)>  and  also  (2.64)  below  (a  similar  transformation 
for  the  trigger  current): 


(2.64) 


The  result,  with  x  again  standing  for  ^  ,  will  be: 


i  000  i  oi  00 

— r-  X  +  - - - X  + 


X  =  p  |2B  +  2w2  +  2  ^  (§  +  §^)  +  2  ^  (0  +  z^)j' 


(2.65) 


where 


a)  B  = 


Vs  ^ 

“¥0 


(2.66a) 


b)  p  = 


1  -  g 
a  R 


(not  explicit  above) 


(2,66b) 


=)  p '  i  ’“Vc 


(2.66c) 


If  we  expand  (2.65)  by  replacing  according  to  (2.58)  we  get: 


T.T  T.  +  T  ,  +  T 

1  000  1  oi  00 

— —  X  +  - X  +  X 

t2  ^ 


(2.67) 


p  |'(l  +  2B  +  p)  +  (1  -  p)tanh  x  +  2  (0  +  S^)  +  2  ^  (0  -  ZQ)j- 


where 
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^  S  sech^x 


(2.68) 


The  condition  given  by 


1  +  2B  +  p  *  0 


(2.69) 


is  cedled  "state-symmetry.” 

In  practice  the  effect  of  the  base  current  on  biasing,  represented 
by  the  term  pp,*^  is  usually  small  (see  (2.66b)),  so  that  the  state-symmetry 
condition  can  be  approximated  by  setting  1  +  2B  =  0.  Of  course  the  larger  a 
is  (closer  to  l),  the  better  this  approximation  will  be. 

Equation  (2.65),  whether  in  this  form  or  its  more  explicit  form 
(2.67)^  is  the  general  asymmetric  transistor  flipflop  equation. 


2.4.  The  Eccles -Jordan  Flipflop 

Analysis  of  the  two  feed-back  circuits  of  the  flipflop  of  Fig.  5 
leads  to  the  following  pair  of  differential  equations: 


^ik^okoo  ^ik  ^  ^oik  ^  ^ok  o 
-J-  ^k  ^  - T -  ^k  ^  ^ 


(2.70) 


-  .  2.^  *  a  ^  ^  ^  (\  *  \>} 


with  k  =  If  £  =  1,  2f  £  kf  t  as  in  (l^^.l)  and  (lU.4)  and: 


^ik  "  \k^ik 


(2.71a) 


Notice  that  this  tem  implies  that  the  baise-to-base  voltage  (v  (In  this  case 
Identical  to  v^)  will  have  a  constant  component  equal  to  ^(l  -  a)lgR^. 


I 
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1 

*■)  VWok 

(2.71t) 

1 

”^iok  “  ^ik^ok 

(2.71c) 

I 

’^oik  ”  ®ok°ik 

(2.71d) 

^sk  "  \k  ^ok 

(2.71e) 

I 

1 

? 

X  ^^sk  ■*■  ®Ck 

\  ^  I 

1  “Vol. 

(2.71f) 

g)  Xj^  =  1  nvj^ 

(2.71g) 

1 

i 

h)  Pj^  =  J  VfXl^R^y. 

/2.71h) 

1 

r  * 

(2.711) 

: 

J  )  and  Zj^  are  given  by  equations 

(2.56)  through  (2.59)  with 

X  replaced  by  (x^  -  x^). 

(2.7IJ) 

,  \ 

Notice  that  i^^  is  the  trigger  current  actually  fed  into  the  flipflop; 

r 

is  the  trigger  current  put  out  by  the  pure 

current 

sources  (see  Figs.  4). 

Executing  (2.71J);  and  z^^  turn  out  to  be: 

Wj^  =  1  1^1  +  (-1)^  tanh(x^  -  Xg] 

)}■  (2.72) 

\  "  i  a  tanh(x^  -  Xg)]  + 

-  Xg)sech^(xj^  ■  *2^} 

1 

(2.73) 

TUclng  (2.72)  and  (2.73)  into  (2.70)  we  get:^ 


T4,T  ,  T.,  +  T  ..  +  T  , 

Ik  ok<x>  .  Ik  oik  ok 

^2  *k  T 


.  p^) 


(2.7*^) 


-  (-1)^(1  -  Pj^)tanh(xj^  -  Xg)  +  2  ^  (6^  +  +  2  ^  +  (-l)\)} 

ok 


where,  with  k  =  1,  2: 


a) 


1  -  g 
a 


(2.75a) 


h)  Zq  I  ^*1  "  ■  *2^  (2.75b) 

Equations  (2.7*^)  describe  a  general  Eccles- Jordan  transistor  flipflop. 
The  asymmetric  flipflop  eqiiation  (2.67)  is  a  special  case  of  (2.74),  and  so  is 
the  symmetric  flipflop,  represented  hy  egtiation  (2.77)#  as  follows: 

Let  us  consider  the  case  of  a  symmetric  (but  possibly  unsymmetrlcally 
biased)  flipflop.  Subtraction  of  (2.70,  k  =  2)  from  (2.7O,  k  =  l)  yields: 

T^T  T.  +  T  ,  +  T  r 

1  000  i  ol  00  \  \ 

__  X  +  - - - X  +  X  =  p  -j^2(B^  -  Bg)  +  2(w^  -  Wg) 

R 

.  2  ^  [(9i  -  e^)  *  -  ^a)!  ♦  2  r  '(«!  -  ®2>  *  (*i 

O 

This  furnishes  (2.76)  below,  which  can  8d.so  be  obtained  directly  by 
subtraction  of  (2.74,  k  «  2)  frcxn  (2.74,  k  =  l): 


(2.76) 

-  ^2»} 


t 


Notice  that  (•!; 


(-1/. 
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k 


T.T  T.  +  T  .  +  T 

i  OOO  i  Oi  0  0 

X  +  . . .  ■  ' "  -  X  +  X 


=  p  |2(B3^  -  Bg)  +  2(1  -  p)tanh  x  +  2  [0  +  §]  +  g  ^  [0  -  2z^]^ 


(2.77) 


where  the  indices  2  have  been  dropped  from  all  parameters  P  whenever 
?!  =  in  the  case  of  the  variables  we  have  as  before; 


a)  X  =  x^  -  Xg 


b)  0  =  ®i  -  ®2 


(2.78a) 

(2.78b) 


C)  Z  =  -  Zg 

and  (2.78a) 


1  -  a 

— ^ —  tanh  X  +  2Zq 


,  from  (2.73) 


(2.78c) 


d) 


z  =i$ 
^0  2  ^ 


sech^x 


(2.78d) 


Inspection  of  (2.7^)  and  (2.75)  shows  that  the  symmetric  flipflop  is 
formally  equivalent  to  the  asymmetric^  one.  Furthermore,  if  it  is  biased  in 
such  a  way  that  B^  =  Bg  (not  necessarily  symmetric  biasing),  then  it  is 
formeilly  equivalent  to  a  state-symmetric  asymmetric  flipflop. 

We  should  stress  the  importance  of  this  conclusion,  since  it  actually 
doubles  the  effectiveness  of  the  theory I  But  better  yet,  it  allows  us  to 
compare  the  performance  of  any  symmetric  flipflop  with  its  asymmetric  counter- 
peirt,  for  we  will  actually  be  comparing  formally  equivedent  things. 


In  this  report,  the  word  "asymmetric"  is  reserved  for  the  flipflop  of  Pig.  3. 
The  Eccles-Jordan  with  different  peurameters  on  either  side  will  be  called 
"nonsymmetrlc . " 


■2k‘ 


We  C6U1  emtlclpate  here  that  (as  will  be  seen  In  the  following)  that 
edl  other  things  being  equal,  the  asynmetrlc  flipflop  besides  being  sinq^ler, 
perfonns  better  than  the  symmetric  flipflop  with  the  same  parameter  values. 

2.5  Triggering 

The  equations  we  have  found  so  far  tedte  the  trigger  into  account  in 
a  rather  general  form.  Among  the  infinite  possible  trigger  waveforms,  however, 
we  shall  discuss  only  those  which  are  the  most  important  in  practice,  smd 
study  them  in  some  detail. 

First  we  consider  the  type  of  trigger  circuit.  It  can  be  a: 

a)  Voltage  source  with  negligible  internal  resisteuace. 

b)  Current  source  with  negligible  internal  conductance. 

c)  Voltage  source  with  considerable  internal  resistance. 

d)  Voltage  source  with  considerable  internal  conductance. 

So  for  the  trigger  current  waveform,  the  following  are  three 
Importeint  types  (see  Fig.  6): 

a)  Rectangular. 

b )  Impulse . 

c)  Pair  of  rising  and  decaying  exponentials. 

d)  Sinusoidal  wave  plus  constant,  simulating  usual  trigger. 

We  will  study  type  a)  in  detail,  and  discuss  types  b),  c)  and  d) 

(see  section  5.5). 

The  aisymmetric  and  symmetric  flipflops  will  be  treated  together 
(since  they  sure  formsdly  equlvsdent},  and  sm  indication  will  be  given  as  to 
how  a  bsuslcally  similar  method  applies  to  the  more  genersd  nonsymmetrlc 
Eccles-Jordan  flipflop.  Ibis  is  Justified  because  of  the  much  greater  practlcsQ. 
Importazxse  of  the  asymmetric  smd  symmetric  case,  centred  to  the  more  au:ad«alc 
liqx>rt8mce  of  the  nonsymmetrlc  ceise. 
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Ih  the  treatments  of  both  voltage  and  current  triggering  sources^  ve 
will  assume  that  the  trigger  has  a  definite  duration,  outside  of  which  current 
sources  have  zero  output  current,  and  voltage  sources  are  Isolated  from  the 
ir^ut  of  the  flipflop  (say,  by  means  of  an  open  diode  gate). 

One  way  of  simulating  this  condition  Is  to  require  that,  outside  the 
duration  of  the  trigger,  the  voltage  or  cvirrent  of  the  triggering  sources  are 
such  that  the  normalized  trigger  currents  6^  be  zero,  for  any  k. 

Let  us  consider  the  various  types  of  trigger:  type  a)  is  a  trivial 
case,  since  the  variable  x  Is  specified;  case  b)  is  both  theoretically  and 
formally  a  special  case  of  d)  amd  case  c)  is  shown  to  be  formally  equivalent 
to  d),  which  is  not  surprising  since  one  case  can  be  converted  into  the  other 
by  Thevenln  or  Norton  transformations. 

We  will  establish  expressions  for  9  in  each  of  the  special  cases 
mentioned  above  except  case  a). 

Case  b ) :  See  case  c ) . 

Case  c):  Let  the  trigger  circuit  be  as  shown  in  Fig.  7a.  We  get, 
with  k  =  1,  2: 


k  tk 


G,  R  , 
k  ok 


(2.79) 


i  .  i  ^^8 

k  tk  2p.  k 


(2.8o) 


where 


is  the  normalized  trigger  current  i>ut  out  by  (2.8la) 
the  ideal  current  source. 


9 


k 


is  the  nurmallzed  trigger  current  actually  fed  (2.81b) 
into  the  flipflop  terminals. 


FIGURE  7a:  TRIGGER  CURRENT  ik  PRODUCED  BY  CURRENT  SOURCE. 
CLEARLY, 


RGURE  7b:  TRIGGER  CURRENT  iu  PRODUCED  BY  VOLTAGE  SOURCE. 
CLEARLY, 


IF  Ijk-^v,,  AND 


FIGURE  7:  TRIGGER  SOURCE 
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Gjj  is  the  trigger  circuit  Internal  conductance.  (2.8lc) 

How  case  b)  is  obtained  by  letting  Gj^  ■  0  in  equations  (2.79) 

(2.80). 

Case  d):  Let  the  trigger  circuit  be  as  shown  in  Fig.  7b.  We  get, 
with  k  =  1,  2: 


8  -  V  .  V 

k  2pj^Rj^  tk  2pj^Rj^  \ 


(2.82) 


0  -  ^  i 

®k  ■  1  „„  *tk 


itiR  ^ 
2 


(2.83) 


where : 


tk 


ink 


is  the  normalized  source  voltage. 


(2.84) 


Hence,  independently  of  the  nature  of  the  trigger  circuit  the  form 

of  is  the  same.  In  other  words,  the  voltage  source  with  internal 

* 

resistance  can  be  converted  into  a  current  source  of  intensity  and 

* 

internal  conductance  Gj^  given  by: 


*  ok 

®tk  “  2p^  *tk 


(2.85) 


*  1 


(2.86) 


Prom  now  on  Sj^  will  be  used  meaning  either  0^j^  or  0^^^,  whatever  the  ceise  may 
be. 
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Furthermorc;,  ve  will  require  that  whatever  the  wavefom  of  It 
must  be  nonzero  only  for  a  time  InterveJ.  being  zero  at  any  other 

time. 

Prom  now  on  we  will  use  only  Sj^  and 

For  the  asymmetric  fllpflop,  we  will  have  only  and  for  the 
symmetric  Eccles-Jordan  “  Sg  =  s,  and  we  require  “  Gg  “ 

symmetric  Bccles -Jordan  we  will  keep  Sj^  and  *  1,  2,  in  their  respective 

independent  equations. 

We  can  also  account  for  the  possibility  that  has  one  value  when 
the  trigger  is  ON  and  another  when  it  is  OFF  by  using  an  index  \i  to  indicate 
which  case  is  being  considered:  Then  ^  =  0  or  1  will  indicate  respectively 
trigger  OFF  or  ON,  and  will  assume  the  appropriate  one  of  its  two  possible 
values,  Gj^q  or 

With  this  notation,  the  general  flipflop  equations  are: 

For  the  asymmetric  case: 


Gj^  to  describe  the  trigger. 


T^T  T  +  T  ^  -I-  T  +  T 

i  O  OO  i  Ol  O 
2  X  +  T 

T 


.  R  G . 

S  *  (1  *  R  0  )« 

'  '  3  \x' 


=  p 


+  2B  +  p)  +  (1  -  p)tanh  x  -  x°  +  ~  +  ^'^x 

-  2  (x)^tanh  xj  sech^x  +  ^  ^  ^  (2.87) 


For  the  symmetric  Eccles-Jordan  case  (not  necesseurlly  symmetric 


trigger): 
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^  X  +  (1  +  R^G^)x 


P  ■|2(Bj^  -  Bg )  +  2(1  -  p )tanh  x  -  2  ^  ~  § 

-  ($)^tanh  X  sech^x  +  2  s  +  ^  s^  j-  (2.88) 


where : 


X  =  *1  -  Xg 


(2.89a) 


.  =  Si  -  Sg 


(2.89b) 


=  "l.  =  °2P 


(2.89c) 


All  other  coefficients  being  the  same  for  both 

values  of  circuit  index  the  index  has  been  dropped.  (2*o9<i) 

For  the  general  nonsymmetric  Eccles -Jordan  flipflop: 


oo  '^ik  '^oik  ^  "^ok  '^iok^ok'^tku  o 

>■  ^ *  '>8kV\ 


"  Pk  ^  *^k^  ~  (“1)^(1  -  Pjj)  tanh  x 

♦  (-1)“  ^  (S> 

N  ok/ 


2  2 
tanh  X  • sech  X 


fe-.)}' 


k  =  1,  2 


(2.90) 


1 
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2,6  The  Approximation  Problem 

We  have  thus  established  the  nature  of  flipflop  behavior  through 
equations  (2,65)>  (2,70),  (2.7^)  or  their  respectively  equivalent  forms. 

It  is  clear  that  the  chances  of  success  of  an  attearpt  to  solve  such 
equations  exactly  are  very  slim  indeed  [l8]. 

Therefore,  in  order  to  get  usefixl  results,  we  must  bow  and  try  to 
find  approximate  solutions  to  these  equations. 

There  are  two  possible  approaches  to  this  problem.  One  is  to  find  an 
approximate  model  to  the  circuit.  This  model  must  be  described  by  solvable 
equations.  We  then  consider  such  solutions  as  approximations  to  the  exact 
solution  of  the  original  problem.  The  other  approch  is  to  approximate  the 
originatl  equations  directly,  rather  than  the  model.  The  latter  approach  would 
probably  allow  more  accurate  results  to  be  obtained,  since  an  error  introduced 
in  approximating,  say  would  not  necessarily  propagate  through  to 

i^(v),  and  then  to  i^(v).  That  is  to  say  that  each  function  would  be 
calculated  exactly  for  our  original  model  and  then  each  one  of  them  would  be 
approximated  as  well  as  possible. 

However,  as  we  will  show,  this  question  does  not  necessarily  affect 
the  nature  or  even  the  complexity  of  the  equation  or  system  of  equations  we 
must  analyze.  For  in  fact,  since  an  exact  solution  is  not  to  be  found  but 
instead  we  must  be  content  with  an  approximation,  we  might  as  well  linearize 
the  problem.  This  would  involve  dividing  the  x-axis  into  regions  where  the 
function  of  x  appearing  on  the  right-hand  side  of  the  equation  can  be  approxi¬ 
mated  by  a  linear  function  of  x.  Let  N  be  the  number  of  such  regions.  Then 
we  would  reduce  our  problan  to  that  of  solving  N  linear  second  degree 
differential  equations  valid  in  their  respective  regions  and  match  the  solutions 


1 


1 

I 


i 

f 
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at  the  border  between  every  pair  of  adjacent  regions.  On  both  the  phase  plane 
and  time  domain,  these  regions  are  N  strips  separated  by  (N  -  l)  lines  of 
X  «  constant. 

One  of  the  great  advantages  of  this  type  of  approximation  is  the 
relative  sinqplicity  of  its  applications,  whether  in  the  problem  of  analyzing 
the  properties  of  the  circuits  involves,  or  in  the  actual  computation  of 
transition  times  and  waveforms. 

If  this  direction  is  chosen,  then  we  have  decided  to  pay  a  price  in 
exactness  for  the  advantages  of  simplicity  and  usefulness.  Then  it  is  a 
question  of  inspection  to  see  that  the  most  promising  way  to  arrive  at  con¬ 
sistent  results  is  to  approximate  the  transistor  pair  model,  i.e.,  equations 
(2.56)  through  (2.59)  niust  be  the  basis  for  the  definition  of  a  ** reasonable” 
piecewise  linear  model  [26]. 

Of  course  the  problem  centers  on  how  to  linearize  tanh  x.  There  is  a 
good  degree  of  arbitrariness  here,  but  we  will  select  the  following  three 
region  approximation  (see  Fig.  8). 


tanh  X  ^  <p(x) 


-1. 


q)(x)  ^  J  7x, 


+1^  +  7  5  X 


(2.91) 


(2.92) 


where  7  is  a  factor  which  depends  on  the  criterion  for  the  approximation.  In 
genercd  7  will  he  scanewhere  between  0.^  and  1.0,  eapeclally  if  a  minimum 
Integral  error  is  sought.  In  this  case,  we  would  have: 


e)  THE  SECOND 
DERIVATIVE  OF#(x> 


FIGURE  Bt  THE  APPROK I  NATION  OF  toNii 


This  criterion,  of  course,  is  quite  arhitreury,  and  there  is  nothing 
to  prove  that  it  is  the  test;  however,  it  also  reduces  the  maximum  absolute 
difference  between  the  two  functions  to  about  0,120  at  the  worst  point.  This 
is  not  a  minimum;  if  y  is  selected  to  minimize  this  maximum  absolute  error 
rath^'*  than  the  integral,  then  it  would  be  7  ^  0.71^  and  the  maximum  absolute 
error  would  be  about  0.115. 

So,  for  sinqplicity,  we  could  for  example,  take  7  =  0.7>  or  alter¬ 
nately  (and  perhaps  better)  take  7  = 

Whatever  the  criterion  may  be,  the  intention  of  using  such  a  factor 
7  is  to  reduce  somewhat  the  error  by  which  the  solution  to  the  differential 
equation  is  affected  due  to  the  piecewise  linearization  process.  This  would  be 
the  ideal  criterion  if  it  were  not  impractical. 

A  five  region  approximation  could  also  be  used  with  perhaps  better 
accuracy,  but  increased  labor  involved  both  in  computation  and  analysis.  In 
general  the  accxiracy  can  be  improved  by  increasing  the  number  of  regions,  which 
results  also  in  increased  labor. 

Since  the  technique  does  not  change  in  essence,  we  shall  use  the 
three  region  approximation  in  this  dissertation. 


« 
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Equations  (2.56)  through  (2.59)  become; 

+  (-l)^<P(x)j-  (2.93) 

\  “  i  a  (-l)^<p(x)]  +  (-1)^  x<p'(x)j-  (2.9^) 

Zjj  =  ^  a  X  +°x  cp'(x)  +  C$)V'(x)j-  (2.95) 

with  k  =  1,  2,  The  prime  indicates  differentiation  with  respect  to  x.  Also, 

(2.96) 

And  obviously. 


Differentiation  of  cp*(x)  will  clearly  consist  of  two  Impulse  functions, 
since  cp*(x)  is  constant,  everywhere  except  for  two  discontinuities.  We  get; 

9"fx)  =  7  |6(x  +  i)  -  8(x  -  i)j-  (2.98) 

where  76(x)  is  an  Impulse  function  of  strength  7  occurring  at  x  =  0. 

The  flipflop  equations  (2.87)^  (2.88)  and  (2.90)  will  be  approximated 
by  the  following  equations,  respectively: 

For  the  asymmetric  case,  (2.87)  is  approximated  by; 
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_1_0  00 
t2 


T.  +  T  .  +  T  +  T 
1  Ol  O 


R  G 

i2-2Ji  S  +  (1  +  R  G  )x 

8  \X 


=  p  -1^(1  +  2B  +  p)  +  (1  -  p)(p(x)  -  ^  +  ^^Sj<p'(x) 

-  (x)V(x)  +  2^^  §  +  ^  ^  I  (2.99) 


For  the  symmetric  Eccles -Jordan  csise  (also  not  necessarily  symmetric 
trigger),  (2.88)  is  approximated  by: 


T.T  T.  +  T.+T  +T.  PG 

J: - oi_^ - g  +  (1  +  R  G  )x 

2  T  '  s  p" 


=  P  “[2(3^^  -  B^)  +  2(1  -  p)9(x)  -  2  x°  +  ^  +  ^^xj<P'(x) 

-  2  -i2  (S)V(x)  +  2^^  i  +  ^  j-  (2.100) 


with 


X  = 


S  =  -  82 


G  —  G.  —  G— 

p  Ip  2p 


(2.101a) 

(2.101b) 

(2.101c) 


All  other  coefficients  being  the  same  for  both  values 
of  circuit  Index  k,  the  Index  heis  been  dropped. 


(2.101d) 
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For  the  general  nonsynmetrlc  Ecclea-Jordam  fllpflop,  (S.90)  la 


approximated  hy: 


'^Ik'^okTO  "^ik  “^olk  “^ok  '^iokWtku  o  ,  ,  p  p  V, 

— ^  *k  + - T  *k  ®8k°tkn^*k 


Pj^|(l  +  2Bj^  +  Pjj)  -  (-1)^(1  -  Pjj)<P(x) 


rT 

/  ,  ^k  iokoo  1  -  a 
(-1)  [—  x^•  -5- 


^IQk  ^Bk  o 

RbM, 

Ok 


<P’(x) 


(2.102) 


X  T  R 

/  ,  xk  iok  /0\2^„/  \  „  iok  o  ,  sk 

+  (-1)  — ^  (x)  qp  (x)  +  2  — :p-  Sj^ 


k  =  1,  2 


Therefore,  equations  (2.65)  and  (2.77)  will  be  approximated  by  sm 


equation  of  the  type: 


\^°+  Nu,^  f(x)[6(x  +  -  6(x  -  y)]  +  m^s  + 


(2.103) 


where 


V  =  1;  2,  N,  is  the  region  index,  and 


p  =  0, 1 


is  the  trigger  index. 


The  system  of  equations  (2.70)  can  be  similarly  approximated: 


Wk  “  *  “kv*  *  V  ^  <-k(S)t6(x  .  i)  -  6(x-  f)l 


*  "kv*k  *  Vk 


(2.104) 


where 


I  V  and  |i  as  for  (2.IO3)  above 

Obs.:  Notice  that  and  may  vary  with  the  state  of  the  transistors.  We 
will  recognize  the  possibility  of  one  value  in  each  region,  and  sc^  strictly 
speaking,  T^,  and  depend  on  V,  the  region  index.  When  necessary 

we  shall  indicate  this  dependence  explicitly,  but  not  otherwise. 

Tables  I.l  and  1.2  contain  the  values  of  all  the  parameters  of 
equations  (2.IO3)  and  (2.104)  for  the  case  where  the  number  of  regions  is  three. 

Therefore,  a  detailed  study  of  such  equations  is  useful;  it  informs 
us  about  flipflop  characteristics  eind  also  serves  as  a  basis  for  analysis  and 
design  procedures,  optimization  of  trigger,  and  study  of  interaction  with 
adjacent  circuits. 

2.7  Summary 

In  this  chapter  we  have  analyzed  a  general  transistor  flipflop  circuit 
and  discussed  its  equilibrium  equations. 

a)  The  characteristic  equations  for  the  transistor  pair  with  both  emitters 
connected  to  a  common  consteuit  current  source  is  obtained. 

b)  Analysis  of  the  asymmetric  flipflop  leads  to  a  second  order  nonlinear 
differential  equation. 

c)  Analysis  of  the  general  Eccles -Jordan  flipflop  leads  to  a  system  of  two 
second  order  nonlineeu:  differential  equations.  It  is  shown  that  both  the 
eusymmetric  flipflop  and  the  symmetric  Eccles -Jordan  flipflop  ceui  be 
represented  by  a  single  differential  equation.  In  the  first  case^  because 
one  of  the  equations  does  not  arise  since  its  corresponding  would-be 


TABLE  I.l.  COEFFICIEHTS  OF  (2.IO3)  (SEE  FIG.  9) 


TABLE  1.2.  COEFFICIEMTS  OF  (2.104)  (SEE  FIG.  9) 


Obs.  :  The  coefficients  ^^9  ^kV|i^  ^kvpi  ^  because  the  capacitances  themselves  may  change  slightly 

from  one  region  to  another. 
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veuriable  is  forced  to  be  zero  at  all  times.  In  the  second  case^  because  the 
difference  between  the  two  original  equations  is  taken  leading  to  another 
equation  of  the  same  type.  Therefore  the  fomal  equivalence  between 
symmetric  emd  asymmetric  flipflops  is  established. 

d)  Triggering  is  discussed  and  the  representation  of  triggers  in  the  flipflop 
equations  is  presented. 

e)  Finally,  the  approximation  problem  is  discussed  and  a  course  of  action  is 
decided  upon,  which,  although  somewhat  arbitrary,  seems  to  minimize  the 
unavoidable  error. 


I 

i 

i. 


3.  STUDY  OF  THE  PLIPFLOP  EQUATION  FOR  THE  CASE  OP  A  RECTANGULAR  TRIGGER 


3.1  Introduction 

Ve  have^  so  far^  broken  down  the  problem  of  fllpflop  analysis  and 
design  Into  the  analysis  of  two  possible  cases  a)  and  b)  below: 

a)  Problem  of  the  fourth  degree:  the  general  nonsymmetrlc  Eccles- 
Jordan  fllpflop,  described  by  a  system  of  two  second  order  nonlinear  differential 
equations • 

b)  Problem  of  the  second  degree:  the  asymmetric  fllpflop  and 
symmetric  Eccles-Jordan  fllpflop,  which  can  both  be  described  by  the  same 
single  second  order  nonlinear  differential  eqmtlon.  This  will  be  called  "the 
basic  fllpflop  equation,"  because  its  analysis,  besides  its  greater  practical 
importance,  turns  out  to  be  fiindamental  for  the  sinalysis  of  the  general  case, 
since  the  two  equations  describing  the  latter  are  closely  related  (formally)  to 
the  single  equation  describing  the  former.  It  is  also  basic  (in  a  sense)  in 
obtaining  the  equation  for  the  following  special  case. 

c)  Problem  of  the  first  degree  (internally  restricted  flipflop): 

We  are  considering  only  the  second  case  where  the  transistors  are  identical. 

In  this  case,  if  the  circuit  capacitances  are  negligible,  no  matter  what  the 
symmetry  of  the  flipflop  may  be,  it  can  always  be  described  by  a  single  first 
order  nonlinear  equation  which  can  have  its  exact  solution  presented  as  a 
quadrature  formula. 

In  this  chapter  the  problem  of  the  second  order  (case  b))  under  a 
rectangular  trigger  will  be  analyzed  mainly  from  a  phase  plane  point  of  view, 
but  the  time  domain  will  be  used  whenever  convenient,  to  complement  such 
analys is  • 

In  Chapter  5  we  will  extend  the  theory  to  treat  a  general  Eccles- 
Jordan  flipflop  (case  a))  and  also  the  internally  restricted  flipflop  (case  c)) 
which  will  be  treated  as  a  problem  in  its  own  right. 
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The  possibility  of  different  kinds  of  trigger  will  eQ.80  be  discussed 
in  Chapter  5^  and  the  methods  available  for  the  treatment  of  such  problems  will 
be  examined. 

Our  main  concern  is  the  phase  plane  analysis  of  the  second  order 
flipflop  under  a  rectangular  trigger,  but,  nevertheless,  we  shall  try  to 
approach  the  most  general  problem  as  much  as  possible. 


3.2  Phase  Plane  Analysis  of  the  Basic  Flipflop  Equation 
3.2.1  General  Remarks 

Before  discussing  our  specific  problem,  we  should  briefly  describe 
the  various  possible  types  of  singularities  on  the  phase  pleuie  for  a  system  of 
equations  such  as  (3*l)^  where  P  and  Q  are  polynomials  with  no  common  factor. 


X  =  P(x,y) 
y  =  Q(x,y) 


(3.1) 


The  plane  (x,y)  is  called  the  phase  plane  (by  extension,  even  when 
y  /  x);  on  the  phase  plane  the  points  (x^,  y^)  such  that  y  =  x  =  0  are  called 
"singular  points”  or  "singularities”  of  the  system  (points  of  "velocity”  zero, 
"equilibrium  points,”  or  "states”  of  the  system)  [l,  4,  17,  22]. 

The  singularities  are  essentially  "point  paths”  in  the  phase  plane, 
and  therefore,  as  a  consequence  of  the  existence  and  uniqueness  theorem  a  path 
may  tend  to  a  singularity,  but  will  never  reach  it. 

The  nature  of  a  singularity  P^  is  given  by  the  behavior  of  the  system 
in  an  arbitrarily  small  neighborhood  of  P^.  This  behavior  is  the  same  as  that 
of  the  "system  of  the  first  approximation  about  P^.” 

If  Pq  has  coordinates  (x^,  y^),  the  system  of  the  first  approximation 
about  Pq  is  the  linear  system  obtained  by: 


a)  making  a  transformation  of  variable 


X 


y 


P(x,y)  =  P(x,y)  I 


Q(x,y)  =  Q(x,y)  f 


b )  taking 


X  =  +  A^y 


y  =  Ag^x  +  A^^y 


(3.2) 


(3.3) 


where  the  A. .  are  the  coefficients  of  the  terms  of  first  order  of  P  and  Q,  in 
the  order  indicated. 

The  solution  of  (3-3)  in  parametric  form  with  parameter  t  will  con¬ 


tain  exponentials  of  \t  and  \^t,  where  V  and  are  the  two  characteristic 

Ct  p  up 

frequencies  of  the  system,  i.e.,  the  two  eigenvalues  of  the  matrix  (^j^j  given 
by  the  solutions  of 


Aii-X 


"21 


12 


A22  -  ^ 


=  0 


(3.M 


By  definition,  the  singularity  P^Cx^^y^)  of  the  original  system  is 

called : 

(i)  Stable  node  if  \  and  are  real  and  negative,  i.e.,  x(t)  and  y(t) 

u  p 

contain  only  damped  exponentials. 

(li)  Itostable  node  if  X^  and  X^  are  real  and  positive,  i.e.,  x(t)  and  y(t) 
contain  only  growing  exponentials. 

(ill)  Saddle  point  if  X^  and  X^  are  real  and  have  opposite  signs,  i.e.,  both 
x(t)  and  y(t)  include  one  growing  exponential. 


^s*  {v 
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(iv)  Stable  focus  if  and  are  complex  with  negative  real  part,  i.e*, 
x(t)  and  y(t)  undergo  damped  oscillatory  motions . 

(v)  IMstable  focus  if  and  \p  are  ccanplex  with  i)Ositive  real  part,  i.e., 
x(t)  and  y(t)  undergo  growing  oscillatory  motions. 

The  study  of  singxilarities  is  important  mostly  because  if  a  system 
maintains  the  same  qualitative  properties  in  a  relatively  large  neighborhood  of 
a  singularity,  then  the  nature  of  the  singularity  will  give  us  considerable 
information  about  its  behavior  in  this  neighborhood. 
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Notlce  that  Is  a  constant  In  each  region^  and  that  the  Impulses 
occur  in  the  horders  between  regions  I  and  II  and  between  regions  II  and  III 
(this  is  a  direct  consequence  of  the  way  (p(x)  is  defined). 

Let  us  assume  that  s  is  a  rectangular  function  and  that  therefore  § 
is  a  pair  of  impulses:  * 


0,  t  <  t. 


S  =  ^  W,  t«  <  t  <  tg  +  Tg  ^ 


0, 


to  +  <  t 


(3.6) 


S  =  W(6(t  -  tg)  -  6(t  -  t^  -  Tg)) 


(3.7) 


Convention  on  Impulse  Amplitude:  The  impulse  contained  in  z  has  its  strength 
proportional  to  y^/a,  but  occurs  at  a  point  where  both  "y”  and  are  discon¬ 
tinuous.  In  that  case  we  will  take  those  values  of  ”y*'  and  **a”  adjacent  to  the 
discontinuities  but  inside  region  II, 

It  is  easy  to  see  that  any  impulse  of  amplitude  A  contained  in  D  will 
correspond  to  a  discontinuity  Ax  in  x: 

In  the  time  domain:: 


A6(t  -  t^)  -*  Ax  =  lim(x(t^  +  e)  -  x(t^  -  e))  =  (3.8) 


In  the  phase-plane: 


/ 


This  is  not  so  arbitrary  as  it  may  seem.  In  fact,  we  are  trying  to  analyze  a 
nonlinear  differential  equation  by  means  of  a  piecewise  linear  approximation. 
It  is  very  easy  to  show  that  any  other  choice  for  "y"  and  "a”  between  the 
respective  extremes  of  their  discontinuities  will  lead  to  the  existence  of 
crossed  paths  in  the  phase  plane,  which  certainly  will  not  be  a  portrait  of 
any  physical  system. 
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A6(x  -  X  )  -*  lim{x(x  +  n)  -  x(x  -  H))  ■  “ 
w  TJ-K)  ^  ^ 


(3.9) 


Therefore,  whenever  axi  impulse  occurs,  it  can  be  taJten  into  account 
by  assiaming  new  initial  conditions  after  the  impulse  with  the  discontinuity 
in  S  described  by  (3»8)  or  (3-9)  and  x(t)  being  continuous. 

With  this  device  we  completely  eliminate  the  impulse  functions  from 
our  equation,  absorbing  them  into  suitable  discontinuities  of  S, 

Now  we  can  express  (2,104)  as  two  separate  cases: 


o 

X  =  y 

d  c  b 

o  =  ^  X  -  ^ 

a,.  a^. 


(3.10) 


Therefore,  the  phase-plane  equation  is : 


dy  _  ^Vu 

dx  a^y  " 


(3.11) 


where : 


d.,  ^  d..  +  VnW,  where 

V^  V  ' 


f 


if  trigger  is  OFF,  -  0 
if  trigger  is  ON,  (i  =  1 


Obs  • :  Notice  that  the  definition  of  d^^  has  a  meaning  only  in  the  case  of  a 
rectangular  trigger. 

The  singularities  x  of  (3.11 )  have  the  coordinates  (x  ,y  ),  where 

the  X.,  are  the  roots  of 

Vn 


d..  -  c  .  X 

V|i  V^ 


(3.12) 


We  get 


where 


(3.13) 


=  (x^|j>0)  is  in  region  V,  and  (ji  is  the  trigger  index. 


If  is  not  in  region  V  for  a  particular  value  of  then  we  refer 
to  this  point  as  a  ” virtual  singularity^”  since  it  has  an  effect  on  a  repre¬ 
sentative  point  P  only  if  P  is  in  region  V,  hut  ceases  to  have  any  effect  over 
P  if  P  leaves  region  V.  Since  x  itself  is  outside  region  V,  there  is  a 
neighborhood  of  x^^  in  which  P  is  not  affected  at  all  by 

Table  II  lists  all  possible  values  of  and  also  the  effect  of  the 

trigger^  the  important  special  case  of  state-symmetry  and  trigger  OFF  is 
presented  in  Table  III. 

It  is  not  superfluous  to  point  out  some  of  the  important  results 

presented  in  these  tables.  Let  us  consider  Tables  II.l  and  II. 2  and  III. 

Notice  that  if  I  <  p7t  holds ^  then: 

M" 

a)  X-  -  •  k  9  then  x^.-.  =  X-  . 

'  I^x  7  II^  Iji 

b)  x_-  =  0.  then  x-.  =  . 

'  II^l  ^  I|i  III^i 

c)  X-T.T  =  +  ,  then  x--.  -  x---  . 

'  III^A  7  ll\x  Ill^i 

d)  cp  +  jJin’W  is  such  that  x^^  is  virtual^  then  x^.^^  is  also  virtual^  but 
is  real. 

e)  9  +  ^in'W  is  such  that  X--  is  real,  then  x«  euid  x«--  are  also  real. 

f )  9  -»■  nn*W  is  such  that  x-*_  is  virtual,  then  x--  is  also  virtual,  but  x- 

^  Illu  ^  II^i  ^  I^ 

is  real. 


-49- 


j  .  TABLE  II.  SINGULARITIES  (SEE  FIG.  9) 

I  TABLE  II.  1 


Singularity 

Value 

Necessary  and  Siifficient 
Condition  to  be  Real 

X 

In  c_ 

In 

un'W  -  Ht  +  <?) 

P  - i - 

n 

I^  <  pr(lf(r  -  CP  -  ^'w) 

X  = 

P7k  +  nn'wl  <  -  Hpr+l 

un*W  +  Ht  +  9 

I^  <  P7(l«r  +  9  +  nn'W) 

X  = 

^  I 

n 

TABLE  II.2 


Condition 

Assumption:  Rectangular  trigger:  =  liW 

Asymmetric  flipflop:  s  =  jiW 

Symmetric  flipflop:  s  =  -  s^  =  n(Wj^  -  W^)  =  |iW 

CO 

a  . 

=  p(nn'W  +  ♦  oj  +  9) 

vn  c„ 

^  V|Jl 

o 

•H 

«P 

•H 

c 

•H 

& 

I  =  1  +  R  G 
n  s  n 

n 

■  a  R 

0 

1  -  a  Rs 
a 

9  as  defined  in 
Table  I 
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TABLE  III.  aiNGULARrriES  (see  pig.  9) 


singularity 

Value 

Necessary  euid  Sufficient 
Condition  to  be  Real 

*10 

-Hp  ^ 

■^0 

Iq  <  Hprt 

*110 

0 

always  real 

*1110 

+Hp  |- 
■^0 

Iq  <  Hprv 

Obs . :  This  is  a  special  case  of  Table  II  for  the  case 

of  9  =  0  and  ^  =  0,  i.e.,  assuming  an  untriggered, 
state  symmetric  flipflop, 

g)  Therefore,  the  possibilities  are: 

i)  either  three  real  singularities 

ii)  or  one  of  the  extremes  (x-  or  x___  )  are  real,  the  other  extreme 
or  x^)  and  the  median  are  virtual. 

However,  if  I  >  p7t, 

h)  Only  one  (any  of  the  three)  singularities  is  real,  the  other  two  being 
virtual . 

Figure  9  illustrates  these  conclusions. 

We  will  now  prove  that  whenever; 

i)  three  singuletrities  are  real  (case  g-i),  the  extremes  are  stable,  the 
medi€ui  is  ims table; 

ii )  only  one  singularity  is  real  (cases  g-ii  or  h),  it  is  stable. 

3.2.3  The  Nature  of  the  Singularities 


We  have  discussed  the  existence  of  singular  points,  and  established 
the  importance  of  several  relationships  among  peurameters  upon  the  position  of 


nouc  t:  tmer  op  vwnATiONi  op 

fW •  4^-c^i.  ON  THE  POOITIOII 
UNO  fXMTlNCE  I)  OP  aNNULNMTIES. 
IEETMLttX,ajl. 
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singular  points,  and  therefore  upon  their  real  or  virtual  nature.  Now  we  should 
like  to  study  the  nature  of  these  singularities.  systm  of  equsctionA  (34£))  can 
be  written  in  the  form  of  (3.l): 


X  =  P(x,y) 

y  =  Q(x,y) 


(3.14) 


The  "system  of  the  first  approximation  about  the  singular  point 
(x^^,yv^)"  has  been  defined  as  being  the  system  formed  by  replacing  P  and  Q  by 
their  respective  first  terms  of  corresponding  Taylor  series  expansions  about 


Let  us  define  the  new  variables : 


X  =  X  -  x^^;  y  =■  y  -  yvp 


(3.15) 


The  system  of  equations  (3.14)  becomes: 


o 

Y 


Comparison  of  (3.14)  with  (3.10)  shows  that: 

P(x,y)  =  y 


Q(x,y)  =’^-'^x-^y 


(3.16) 


(3.17) 


Therefore 
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Vv’'*!.'  ■ 


P  (x  jY  )  *  1 


c 


buL 


(3.18) 


Let 


D  =  .  !v!i  and  E 


(3.19) 


Then  (3 .16)  becomes 


X  =  0  •  X  H-  1  •  Y 


Y  =  D  •  X  -I-  E  •  Y 


J 


The  characteristic  equation  of  this  system  is : 


(3.20) 


D 


i.e. , 


\  -  EX  -  D  =  0 


(3.21) 


So 


i.e.. 


a 


j  I^E  +  ■v/e^  -f-  4D 

} 

•N 

|e  -  Ve^  +  4D 

>• 

^E  +  ■v/e^  +  4d' j 

j 

(3.22) 


(3.23) 
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and  we  have  the  following  rules: 

(i)  X  and  real  and  negative  ={>  stable  node. 

(ll)  X  and  Xq  real  and  positive  unstable  node, 

cz  p 

(ill)  X  and  Xq  real  and  opposite  signs  ^  saddle  point. 

CZ  {3 

(iv)  X  and  X^  complex  conjugates 

CZ  p 

with  negative  real  part  stable  focus. 

(v)  V  and  complex  conjugates 

Qt  p 

with  positive  real  part  =>  unstable  focus. 
Application  of  these  rules  to  equation  (3-22)  or  (3*23)  is  straight¬ 
forward;  replacement  of  D  and  E  by  their  expressions  in  terms  of  parameters 
(through  equations  (3 •19)  and  Table  I X  will  produce  the  results  summarized  in 
Table  IV,  as  can  be  shown  by  the  following  analysis : 

Theorem  1.  If  or  exist  they  are  stable  nodes. 

Proof ;  From  definitions  of  E  and  D,  and  from  Table  I  for  regions  I  and  III 

we  have  s 


=  - 


III 


T,  +T  +  T  +  T,  R  G 
1  ol  o  io  o  u  ^  ^ 

— !v77! - 


(3.24) 


D  - 


1  +  R  G 
_ su 


V=I,III  T.T  /t:‘ 

'  i  o 


<  0 


(3.25) 


Therefore,  +  4d'  j  cannot  be  greater  than  |e|;  we  will  show  next  that 

o 

E  +  4d  >  0:  In  fact,  from  the  expressions  above  for  E  and  D,  we  have 


o  (t.  +  T  ,  +  T  +  T,  R  G  )^  -  4(1  +  R  G  )t,t 

.2  .  i.Ts  1  ol  o  lo  o  u'  '  3  u'  1 


E  +  4D  = 


ji  1  o 


(TjTyT)‘ 


(3.26) 


Consider  the  numerator  M  of  the  fraction  above: 
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table  IV.  A  SUMMARY  OF  THE  NATURE  OF  THE  SINGULARITIES 
IN  ALL  POSSIBLE  SITUATIONS  (SEE  FIG.  9) 
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M  *  (t,  +  T  .  +  T  +  T.  R  G  -  4(1  +  R. G  K.T 
'  i  oi  o  io  o  4'  '  8  4  i  0 


tf  +  2T.T  +  +  aCT,  +  T  )t  ,  +  T^.  +  2('t,  +  T^,  +  T  )t  R.G 

1  io  0  i  o'ol  oi  i  ol  o'oiu 


+  T^R?G^  -  4t.t  -  4t.t  R  G 
o  i  4  1  o  i  0  s  4 


=  Tj  -  2T.T  +  +  2(t.  -  T  )t  .  +  T^.  +  4t  T  .  -  2(t.  +  T  .  -  T  )t  R.G 

i  io  o  'i  o'oi  oi  ooi  'i  oi  ooiu 


2  2  2 
+  T'^RfG 
o  i  4 


2  2  "2  2 

(t  .  +  T.  -  T  )  -  2R.G  T  (t  .  +  T .  -  T  )  +  T  R.G  +  T  .  +  4t  T  . 

'  oi  i  o'  i  4  o'  oi  i  o'  o  i  4  oi  o  oi 


So 


M  =  [T  .  +  T,  -  T  (1  +  T  R.G  )]^  +  T  .  [t  .  +  4  T  ]  > 
oi  1  o'  o  i  4'  oi  oi  o 


(3.27) 


This  Implies  that  +  4D  >  0,  and  so  X  and  are  real  and  negative  in  both 

Of  p 

regions  I  and  III,  which  means  that  and  if  they  exist,  are  stable 

nodes,  which  was  to  be  shown. 

Notice  that  even  if  one  of  them  (or  both)  is  virtual,  its  action  upon 
its  corresponding  region  will  be  that  of  a  stable  node.  This  follows  from  the 
proof  of  Theorem  1  and  from  the  nature  of  the  coefficients  of  equation  (2.IO3) 


>it 


Theorem  2.  If  pyif  >  I^'  and  if  exists,  then  it  is  a  saddle  point. 


^  Parameters  as  defined  In  Tal)le  II;  this  Is  a  necessary  condition  for  bistable 
behavior  (but  not  sufficient),  for  otherwise,  either  x_  or  will  exist, 

but  not  bothl  This  is  stated  in  sui  e<iuivalent  way  in  conclusion  h,  page  48. 
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Proof:  From  definitions  of  E  and  and  from  Table  I  for  region  II  we  have: 


T.  +  T  .  +  T  +  T.  : 
1  Ol  O  lo 


^  *  r] 


—  * 


(3.28) 


!iai  = 

^ii 


^(1^^  -  py») 

'^I'^o 

—  ^  P’^io 


(3.29) 


Therefore  |vE  +  4D  |  >  |e|;  \  and  are  then  real  with  opposite  signs,  and 
consequently  is  a  saddle  point  as  was  to  be  shown. 

Theorem  3>  If  P7t  then  the  existing  will  be  a  stable  node. 

Proof:  Using  the  calculations  made  for  the  proof  of  Theorems  1  and  2  we 

get,  if  region  II  is  considered: 


E  +  UD  = 


+  P7T, 


where 


N  =  M  +  2(t,  +  t  .  +  t  +  t.  R  G  )p7 

'1  ol  o  lo  o  L  a 


T,  R  - 

lo  3 

T  R 

o- 


(3.30) 


(3.31) 


N'  =  M'  -  I  P7T,  +  I 
lo  M ' 


+  Pn, 


(3.32) 


No  bistable  behavior  is  possible! 
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where  M'  stands  for  the  sum  of  the  first  three  tenns  of  N,  and  p7t  <  was 
used.  Then 


N'  =  M'  +  ^  C3.33) 

since  M  >  0,  M*  >0  and  N*  >  0.  Therefore  N  >  0;  as  a  consequence,  \  and 

cx  p 

are  real  and  negative  and  if  exists  it  is  a  stable  node.  Of  course  the 

proof  of  Theorem  1  is  independent  of  ,  and  therefore  it  is  valid  under  the 

present  hypothesis  of  p7^  <  I  .  Thus  the  proof  of  this  Theorem  3  is  complete. 


3.2.4  Diagonalization  of  the  Ctoracteristic  Matrix  of  the  System 

The  eigenvalues  and  corresponding  eigenvectors  of  the  characteristic 
matrix  are  given  by: 


r  = 


(3.34) 


Therefore,  i  =  a,  3. 

Let  =  1  arbitrarily,  end 

Column  i  can  be  normalized  by  multiplying  it  by  a  factor  i  ^  , 

sik  +  1 

but  it  is  more  convenient  not  to  normalize  it. 

The  polar  matrix  of  r  is 


r 


P 


(3.35) 


Its  inverse  is: 


rniMfciriirittiiSiii36iii1 
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(3.36) 


The  diagonal  matrix  of  P  is 


r 


d 


(3.37) 


and  the  diagonal  form  of  r  is  [28] : 


(3.38) 


Therefore : 


1 


a 


(3.39) 


The  system  of  equations  (3 .20)  can  be  expressed  in  matrix  form 


(3.^0) 


whose  solution  is: 


"  ^'0 

=  X(0)  (3.U1) 

*  Y(0) 


where^  by  definition,  given  a  dlagonallzable  matrix  A,  with  polar  matrix 
and  corresponding  diagonal  matrix 


A  .  d  .-1 
e  =  A  •  e  ‘A 
P  P 


(3.'t2) 


and  for  any  diagonal  matrix  Q 


e  0  . . . 


-  0 


if  Q  =  I  0  qg 


C[j^  0  •  •  • 


(3A3) 


Therefore,  from  (3.39)/  (3.^l)/  (3.^2),  (3.^3),  we  get: 


i  1  \  /e"«"  0 


V 


"3 


(3.1^4) 


and  this  turns  out  to  be; 


(  r  \  T  \  T-I  r  \  T  \  T- 

^0  1  V  -  V  Yq  I -e  “  +  e  P 


r  \  T  \  T-|  r  \  T  \  T-] 

WsL'  ■'  J  . 


(3.J+5) 


In  another  form 
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(3.46) 

and  we  recall  the  definitions  of  X  and  Y: 

^  “  °  ^3.15) 

Equations  (3.^6)  furnish  the  integration  constants  A  and  B  of  the 
differential  equation  as  fxinctions  of  natural  frequencies  and  initial  values. 

Substitution  of  (3*15)  into  (3*^6)  yields  the  general  equation  for 
the  flipflop  transition,  if  we  keep  in  mind  that: 

(i)  Changing  from  one  region  into  another  changes  all 

parameters;  therefore  one  must  be  careful  in  calculating 
new  initial  conditions,  new  singularity  position  (which 
can  be  virtual  I  )  and  new  natural  frequencies. 

(ii)  The  same  thing  occurs  if  there  is  a  change  in  trigger 
level,  in  particular  when  it  is  turned  ON  or  OFF. 

(iii)  Bnpulses  produce  discontinuities  in  y  (and  therefore  in 
y),  but  everything  else  remains  unchanged.  Remember 
that  the  effects  of  such  impulses  depend  on  a^,  which 
changes  from  one  region  to  another;  the  impulses  due 
to  effects  of  base  current  occur  when  a^  is  changing 
from  a^  to  a^j  and  also  when  it  is  changing  from  a^^  to 

will  take  the  average  of  the  two 


adjacent  values  of  a^. 
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The  results  are  presented  in  equation  (3 •56),  section  3«3« 

However  equation  (3«^)  la  also  a  very  practical  form;  discontinuities 
of  X  amd  Y  can  be  calculated  from  equations  (3-15)  whenever  they  occur. 

Some  more  Information  cam  be  obtained  from  the  "canonical  system  of 
the  first  approximation";  this  is  defined  as: 


where 


Of  course,  system  (3*^7)  la  equiveJ.ent  to  system  (3.^0)  under  the 
trauisformatlon  of  variables  (3«^8)<  Such  a  system  clearly  has  a  unique 
slngulaurlty  at  the  origin.  Solution  of  (3«^7)  la: 


(3.49) 


1 .  e . , 


from  which  we  find 


4>  =  4>«e 


X  =  XqC 


V 


(3.50) 
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which  is  the  equation  for  the  phase  plane  trajectory  in  this  canonic  system. 

If  the  singularity  is  a  stable  node,  then  ^  0  and  <  0,  and  we 
assume  either  |x  |  <  |Xq|  or  \\  \  >  |x«|  (which  is  irrelevant,  since  the 

C2  P  CZ  P 

ordering  of  X^  and  X^  is  arbitrary!). 

OL  p 

Frcm  (3*52 )  we  get: 


and,  by  differentiation, 


a.  is .  ’‘o  . 

0 


(3.54) 


Therefore,  (3.53)  defines  a  family  of  curves  of  the  parabolic  type  in  the  plane 
(4>,X),  for  X  =  [1]. 

Frm  (3.51)  it  is  seen  that  the  direction  of  movement  of  a  repre- 
sentative  point  P  over  any  of  these  trajectories  is  clearly  towards  the  origin. 
Figures  10  show  the  two  types  of  parabolic  curve  according  to  whether 


(a)  IXoHIx^l. 


(b)  |Xa|>|X^| 


FIGURE  10*  CANONIC  SYSTEM  TRAJECTORIES  WHEN  THE 
SM6ULARITY IS  A  NODE.  IFITISASIABLE 
NODE,  i.t.,  F  Xa  a  ARE  NEGATIVE,  THEN 
THE  REPRESENTATIVE  POINT  P  MOVES  TOWARDS 
THE  ORIGIN  (SINGULARITY)  WITH  MCREASMG  TIME. 

. .  ~  -n.r»inirrn  --  ^  ^  ^ 
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^  l^pl  or  1x^1  >  IXp) .  If  the  singularity  is  a  saddle  point,  then  we  take 
\^  <  0  <  (again  no  loss  of  generedity)  and  inspection  of  (3*53)  (3«5^) 

shows  that  (3-53)  represents  a  family  of  hyperbolic  curves  with  the  coordinate 
axes  as  asymptotes  [l]. 

From  (3*5l)  it  is  seen  that  the  direction  of  movement  of  the 
representative  point  P  along  any  of  these  trajectories  is  found  to  be  towards 
smaller  values  of  \^\  and  larger  values  of  |xl.  See  Figs.  11. 

We  wish  to  know  how  these  c\arves  transform  into  the  (X,Y)  plane,  i.e., 
the  system  of  the  first  approximation,  which,  although  not  canonic,  also  has  a 
unique  singularity  at  the  origin. 

The  best  way  to  see  this  is  to  find  the  lines  in  the  (X,y)  plane  that 
correspond  to  the  $andx  axes.  From  (3-^8)  (definition  of  and  x)  we  get: 

«  axis:  x  =  0 


>  (3.55) 


X  axis  :  =  0  =£>  Y  =  X^X  J 


We  realize  that  in  the  case  of  a  node  with  |x^|  >  |Xp|,  i.e.,  with 
X^  <  Xp  <  0,  the  trajectories  have  the  $  axis  as  the  direction  of  their  axes  of 
symmetry,  and  that  they  are  tangent  to  the  X  axis  at  the  singularity  point 
(origin),  as  shown  in  Fig.  9b.  In  the  case  of  a  saddle  point,  the  curves  are 
asymptotic  to  both  axes. 

The  linear  transformation  conserve  all  these  properties,  and  also  the 
direction  of  motion  of  the  trajectories  with  increasing  times. 

Therefore  we  cem  get  a  fairly  good  picture  of  the  family  of  trajec¬ 
tories  in  the  (X,Y)  pleme  if  we  know  them  in  the  (^,x)  plane.  The  results  are 
qualitatively  Illustrated  in  Figs.  12  and  13. 

Figure  l4  queditatlvely  shows  some  portraits  of  the  original  system 
(x,y)  from  what  we  have  found  so  fan:  [1,  22], 


COMMENT:  SLOPE  OF  oa’  - 

SLOPE  OF  bb'  -  xjs 

SLOPE  OF  mm'  • 

FIGURE  E:  TRAJECTORIES  IN  THE  SYSTEM  OF  THE  FIRST  APPROXIMATION. 
CASE  OF  A  STABLE  NODE  WITH  |xJ>|xJ  -(CORRESPONDS 
TO  FIGURE  lOb).  ^ 


COMMENTS;  SLOPE  OF  oa'-Xa 
SLOPE  OF  btf  * 

SLOPE  OF  mn)«XgXi9 

THE  CURVES  ARE  HYPERBOUC.  ALL  ASYMPTOTIC 
TO  LINES  ao' a  bl/, WITH  MAXIMA  AND  MINIMA 
ON  MNE  mm';  ALL  CURVES  CROSS  THE  X-AXIS 
PERPENDICULARLY.  HEAVY  ARROWS  INDICArE 
DIRECTION  OF  MOVEMENT  OF  P  WITH  INCREASING 
TIME. 

FIGURE  13;  TRAJECTORIES  IN  THE  SYSTEM  OF 

the  RRST  approximation,  CASE  OF 
A  SADDLE  POINT,  WITH  f Xg>  0 

1^<a 
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^  It  is  worth  reminding  that,  due  to  the  piecewise  linear  character  of 

our  complete  system  in  (x,y),  in  each  region  the  solution  of  the  corresponding 
system  of  the  first  approximation  is  exactly  equal  to  the  solution  of  the 
original  system. 


3.2.5  Comments  on  Figs,  ik 

a)  Balanced  g(x):  this  situation  would  usually  correspond  to  a 

state  symmetric  =  O)  untriggered  (ji  =  O)  system.  However,  we  could 

have  this  same  situation  if  ^  0,  nW  =  ^  since 

^II\x  ~  ^IIO  ^IIl  ~ 

b)  and  c)  Nonzero  bias  on  g(x):  0;  this  situation  would  correspond 

either  to  a  state  asymmetric  =  O)  untriggered  (|i  =  O)  system,  or  to  a 

partially  triggered  (no  matter  what  kind  of  state  symmetry)  system 

(^n  ■  '>110  ♦ 

d)  and  e)  Mbnostable  systems  in  either  region  I  or  III:  — =  >  — ;  either  from 
a  large  bias  in  an  untriggered  system,  or  f rcxn  an  adequate  trigger  in  any 
potentially  bistable  system.*^ 

f)  Stable  system:  ^  0;  the  system  is  not  a  flipflop. 


General  Comments 

1)  Notice  the  relationship  between  (bias  or  triggering  or  both, 

djj^  =  ‘^jjQ  +  nW)  and  the  position  of  the  singularities;  the  value  of  ^ 
at  a  singular  point  and  its  nature: 


Potentially  bistable  system  is  any  system  which  would  exhibit  bistable 
behavior  if  adequately  biased,  i.e.,  any  system  for  which  Cj-^  <  0;  therefore, 
the  system  of  Fig.  13f  is  not  potentially  bistable. 


^  >  0  stable  singularity  (in  our  case^  stable  node) 

^  <  0  ^  unstable  singularity  (in  our  case,  saddle  point) 

Of  course,  the  exact  nature  of  the  singularity  also  depends  on  a^  and  b^^. 

2)  The  position  of  the  singularity,  if  it  is  real,  must  be  inside  its  corre¬ 
sponding  region;  otherwise,  it  is  virtual. 

3)  The  singularity  nature  and  position  is  Just  a  translation  of  the  coefficients 
of  the  differential  equation;  this  is  one  way  to  interpret  the  "action”  of  a 
singularity  over  its  corresponding  region  no  matter  where  it  happens  to  be 
and  justifies  calling  it  "virtual"  if  it  happens  to  be  outside  its  region  of 
influence:  it  does  not  really  exist,  but  it  would  exist  if  the  parameters 

and  d^^  were  the  same  throughout  the  phase  plane  as  they  are  inside  the 
proper  region.  In  this  sense,  this  would-be  singularity  adequately  trans¬ 
lates  the  coefficients  of  the  differential  equation  inside  its  proper  region. 

4)  We  have  used  a  coded  tag  to  describe  the  singularities  in  this  figure: 

SN  =  Stable  Node  R  =  Real 

SP  ==  Saddle  Point  V  =  Virtual 

The  last  symbol  of  the  tags  on  the  singularities  is  one  of  I,  II  or  III,  and 
designates  the  proper  (corresponding)  region  of  the  singularity;  so,  if  the 
position  of  the  singularity  agrees  with  this  symbol,  it  is  real;  otherwise 
it  is  virtual.  The  symbol  R  or  V  is  therefore  redundant,  but  has  been  used 


for  clarity. 
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3.3  Tredectory  Eqiiatlons 

Solution  to  equation  (2.103)  is 


^vu  =  V 


+  c 


V^ 


(3.56) 


where 

a)  V  refers  to  the  region:  V  =  I,  II,  III 

\i  refers  to  the  trigger;  )i  =  0,  1"^0  trigger  OFF,  ON 

^V|i  parameters  corresponding  to  a  given  value  of  the  pair 

natureil  frequencies  corresponding  to  a  value  of  the  pair  V\x. 

d)  t .  is  the  instant  of  time  when  the  pair  of  indices  assumes  a  new  value, 

'  Vji  ^ 

e)  The  most  common  sequence  of  index  pair  values  is  =  10,  II,  III,  IIIl, 

IIIO. 

f }  Let  us  use,  in  general,  a  prime  to  mean; 

a*,  b*,  c*,  d*,  differential  equation  pe^rameter  veJ.ues  in  the 
previous  condition 

AS  AS  C*  solution  parameter  values  in  the  previous 

a  p 

condition 

\p  natural  frequencies  in  the  previous  Vp  condition 

t’,  x*,  y*  values  of  t,  x,  y  at  the  end  of  previous  Vp 

condition 


t 


Actually  c  »  x  Is  the  abscissa  of  singular  point  3C  — and  here  X 
nothing  to’^^do  wilhi  X  ■  x  -  x^  used  In  the  previous  sntlon.  ^ 


has 


mmmtrnrnmimtmmmtsi 
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Uhprimed  symbols  will  refer  to  parameters  and  variables  throughout  the 
present  Vji  conditions,  which,  whenever  necessary,  will  be  indicated. 


^0  = 


y 


+ 


u 

a 


with 


U  =  magnitude  of  any  impulse  occurring  during  the  transition 
from  the  previous  value  of  to  the  present  value;  it  is 
zero  if  no  impulse  occurs  at  this  point.  It  may  be  a 
function  of  y^  or  y’^  as  in  Table  V. 

tQ,  Xq,  y^  =  values  of  t,  x,  y  at  the  beginning  of  present 
V|i  condition. 


h) 


(xq  -  x*)\g  -  yg 


P 


'a 


(Xq  -  x*)\^  -  yQ 


c 


=  X* 


where 


(x*,0) 


«  location  of  singularity  corresponding  to 
present  conditions. 


Ill  to  I  Transition  I  to  III  Transition 
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TABLE  V.  IMPULSE  VALUES  FOR  CHANGES  IN  V|i 

Condition  Change 

Magnitude  of  Impulse  U 

Conments 

From 

To 

a 

n 

10 

11 

+2p  ^  |W| 

W  >  0 

I  to  III  Transitii 

n 

III 

-Hp7  ^ 

is  initial  value 
or  y  in  region  II 

III 

nil 

+HP7  ^  y'^ 

y*  is  final  value  of 
y  in  region  II 

im 

IIIO 

1 

ro 

W  >  0 

I  to  I  Transition 

IIIO 

nil 

Pi 

CVJ 

1 

W  <  0 

IIIl 

III 

+HP7  ^  y^ 

Yq  is  the  initial 
v^ue  of  y  in  region 
II 

III 

11 

-HP7  y'^ 

y*  is  the  final  value 
of  y  in  region  II 

H 

H 

11 

10 

+2p-:^  |wl 

W  <  0 

r  1  for  asymmetric  flipflop. 
H  is  the  symmetry  factor:  H  =  i 

2  for  symmetric  flipflop. 
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i) 


*-a  -  S  -  4 

S  ■  S  f”  - -  4 


j)  And  for  completeness  we  repeat  equation  (2.103)  in  the  new  notation: 

^  +  bx  +  cx  =  d,  for  a  given  Vji 


Now  equation  (3*56)  becomes 


X  =  A^e  +  Ape  +  X 


.V  V*-V 

y  =  Va®  Vp® 


(3.57) 


In  the  phase  plane,-  from  (k)  and  (h). 


,  (x  -  x*)\  -  y  ^  (x  -  x*)Xo  -  y 

*  "  *0  =  ^  ^  (xq  -  x*)\^  -  y©  "  ^  ^  ^*0  ■  *  •  ^0 


or,  in  another  form: 


r  (X  -  -  S'!  “  _ , 

0  — 

L(xq  -  X*)x^  -  yj  1 

L(xq  -  x*)\p  -  yj 

(3.59) 


Notice  that  t  and  \  are  normalized  and  have  no  dimensions! 

Ohs.:  Equations  (3«58)  and  (3.59)  are  phase  plane  trajectory  equations^  and  the 
calculation  of  transition  time  Is  based  on  them.  Also  based  on  them  Is  the  phase 
plauie  graphlc6tl  construction  which  simplifies  not  only  transition  time  calcula¬ 
tions  but  edso  the  analysis  of  waveforms  and  design  optimization  of  both  circuit 
and  trigger. 
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la  this  analysis  the  trigger  Is  assigned  rectangular,  so  the  term 
ns  -  |inW  Is  Imbedded  Into  d;  the  ljiQ>ulse  terms  m§  >  MiBV[6(t  *■  t^} 

-  6(t  -  tg  -  Tg)]-  and  also  f(S)[8(x  +  ^)  -  S(x  -  y)]  cure  both  considered  In 
g),  with  their  magnitudes  represented  by  U.  This  Is  simnncurlzed  In  Table  V. 
Therefore,  expansion  of  g)  yields  for  this  special  case: 


Discontinuity 

Trcuisltlon 

Through  Line 

^0  “ 

y’  -  hi 

I  -  II 

X 

i 

1 

(3.60a) 

II 

y'  +  iy'^ 

II  -*  III 

x-.i 

(3.60b) 

II 

y’  +  hi 

III  -  II 

x-.i 

(3.60c) 

^0  ’ 

y'  -  h'^ 

II  -*  I 

x-.i 

(3.60d) 

where 


a) 

b) 

c) 


anii7 


2a 


II 


“ri 


H  Is  called 


as  In  Table  I 

the  "symmetry  factor": 


r  1  for  the  asymmetric  flipflop 
2  for  the  symmetric  flipflop 


We  can  write  equations  (3 >60}  In  more  explicit  forms,  and  edso  obtain 


the  inverse  functions: 
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Discontinuity 

Tremsltion 

Through  Lines 

r  '1  1 

(1) 

^0 

-^|Wl  +  Uy'^  -  I; 

I  -  II 

x--i 

(3.6la) 

(ii) 

y' 

=  (1  +  \ 

(i) 

^0 

-  (1  +  ^y')y' 

II  III 

(3.61b) 

(ii) 

y’ 

=  ^  {wi  .  -  iJ-J 

(i) 

^0 

“  h.  {■  +  4  1 

1 

III  II 

x-.i 

(3.6lc) 

(ii) 

y' 

=  (1  -  J 

(i) 

^0 

=  (i--ey’)y’ 

1 

T  1 

y 

II  -  I 

x--i 

(3.6ld) 

(ii) 

y’ 

-  ^  '^1  -  ''•■la 

Notice 

that  in  cases  (a)  and  (b) 

1  we 

have  the  I  to 

III  trains  it  ion,  i.e«, 

y  >  0  through  the  transition,  whereas  in  cases  (c)  and  (d)  we  have  the  III  to  I 
transition,  i.e.,  y  <  0  through  the  tremsition.  The  signs  of  the  square  roots 
are  selected  from  this  physical  consideration. 

3.4  Sepeuratrices 

We  are  using  the  word  sepeuratrix  in  a  sonewhat  looser  sense  than  its 
strictly  mathematical  meaning  [17] •  We  shall  call  a  "separatrlx"  any  phase 
plane  trajectory  which  divides  the  phase  plane  portrait  of  the  system  into 
quEdltatlvely  distinct  families  of  trajectories. 

The  concept  of  "qualitatively  distinct"  is  purposely  vague;  this  means 
that  a  separatrlx  will  he  so  with  respect  to  some  stated  quadltatlve  distinction 
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betveen  the  two  families  of  trajectories  in  which  it  divides  the  phase  plane 
portrait  of  the  system. 

Li  order  to  define  a  sei>aratrix,  all  we  need  to  do  is  to  find  one  of 
its  points  Q,  let  Q  ■  and  enter  and  instead  of  Xq  and  y^  into 

equation  (3*58)  or  (3.59)»  Also  x*  must  he  known  (x*  as  defined  In  (3.56h)). 

We  have  a  specled.  interest  in  defining  two  types  of  separatrlx  over 
the  whole  portrait: 

(i)  "Transition  Separatrlx"  which  divides  the  portrait  into  two 
families  of  trajectories;  those  that  cross  through  region  II  amd  those  that  do 
not.  This  separatrlx,  as  Illustrated  In  Figs.  13  and  l6,  Is  composed  of  four 
branches:  A,  B;  C,  D;  A,  Bj  C,  D. 

These  lines  will  be  given  special  names : 

a)  ABCD:  (l  to  III)  transition  separatrlx. 

b)  JbcB:  (ill  to  l)  transition  separatrlx. 

c)  ABBA:  end-point  separatrlx. 

d)  DCCD;  initial-point  separatrlx. 

Since 

a)  ABCD  separates  the  lines  which  are  tre^Jectorles  from  region  I  to  region  III 
from  the  lines  which  are  not  so. 

b)  ^CD  separates  the  lines  which  are  trajectories  from  region  III  to  region  I 
from  the  lines  which  are  not  so. 

c)  ABB2  divides  the  portrait  into  two  sets  of  trajectories:  those  that 

terminate  In  x-  euid  those  that  terminate  in  x-^r  • 

Ip  IIIp 

d)  DCCfi  divides  the  portrait  into  two  sets  of  trajectories:  those  that 
originate  In  region  I  and  those  that  originate  in  region  III. 

(ii)  "Critical  Separatrlx,"  whose  importcuxe will  be  later  explained, 
divides  the  portrait  into  two  families  of  trajectories:  those  that  lie  partly 


nSQtOHl 


EFFECT  OF  TRIGGER  ON  PHASE 
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in  region  II  and  those  that  lie  exclusively  In  region  I  or  III.  Fig.  15 
Illustrates  the  separatrlces  and  the  notation  used  in  this  section.  Notice 
the  following: 

a)  The  Transition  Separatrlx  Determining  Points:  Obviously,  in  region  II, 
the  separatrlx  itself  consists  of  the  two  asymptotes  whose  equations  are 
(see  Fig.  l4): 


yp  =  \p.(x-  X*);  let  y^,  =  y^(+  i),  y^  =  yp(-  h 


(3.62) 


where 


X  is  in  region  II 

(x*,0)  is  the  singularity  corresponding  to  region  II 
and  Xg  natural  frequencies  inside  region  II 

We  find 


V 


respectively  from 


Yn,  Yn 


through  equation  (3«59)i 


(a^ii)^  (b^i)^  (c^il)^  (d^i)^ 


after  the  replacements: 


{ 


^B^v  yfi-v 
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We  get  the  following  equations: 


(3.63a) 


yjj  -  (1  +  ^yc)yc 


(3.63b) 


yj  =  (1  +  ^yB)y| 


(3.63c) 


yg  =  (1  +  £y^)y^ 


(3.63<i) 


b)  The  Critical  Separatrlx  Determining  Points;  Of  course  those  trajectories 

1  1 

which  cross  the  x  axis  at  points  x  =  -  —  and  x  =  y  are  the  two  branches  of 
the  critical  separatrix. 

c)  The  Separatrlces ;  The  two  sepaxatrices^  as  illustrated  in  Fig.  13,  are 
given  by  the  general  trajectory  equation  (3 •58)  or  (3*59)  (they  are  entirely 
equivalent).  Since  here  we  eire  more  concerned  with  geometrical  properties/ 
we  prefer  the  latter,  which  we  repeat  here  as  equation  (3 *64),  leaving  out 
the  exponential  of  time,  and  replacing  (xQ,yQ)  by  (x^/yQ)*  So  the 
separatrlces  eire  given  by: 


(x  -  x*)v  -  y  f  (x  -  X*)\_  -  y 


(Xq  -  x*)\^ 


kill  “  =  MX  -  X*  -  y 

yj  '  1(xq  -  -  y</ 


(3.6U) 


and  Tables  VI  and  VII  furnish  the  values  of  the  parameters. 

Besides  the  separatrlce%  three  more  lines  at  each  stable  node  ere 
important  In  the  queCLltatlve  study  of  trajectories  In  the  phase  pleme.  These 
lines  are:  (by  definition)  assuming  (^cc  ^): 

a)  The  "tangent  line":  y  »  ^^(x  ■*  x*),  which  Is  a  teogent  to  all  trajectories 
at  point  (x*,0). 
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TABIE  VI.  PARAMETERS  OF  THE  SEPARATRK  EQUATION  (3 *64) 


Calcvilate  by 

D 

Equation  (3 .63) 

Table  II 

Equation  (3 .561) 
and  Table  I 

Parameter 

*Q 

^Q 

(depend  on  |i) 

X* 

1  -  a,  B 

Branch 

Value 

Branch  A 

h-" - 

1 

'  7 

^A 

Xt 

In 

A.r 

iin 

Transition 

Separatrlx 

Branch  D 

^D 

*11141 

\11i41 

Branch  A 

1 
■  7 

*11141 

\lll4i 

Branch  D 

1 
■  7 

X- 

"im 

Critical 

Branch  E 

1 
"  7 

0 

Xt 

In 

Separatrlx 

Branch  E 

0 

XxXT 

IIl^ 

\iiin 

Notice  that  the  index  merely  Indicates  if  the  trigger  is  ON  or  OFF;  the 
actual  direction  and  effects  of  the  trigger  (if  ON)  must  be  computed  through 
Tables  I  and  II. 


TABLE  VII.  RESULTS  OF  EQUATIONS  (3.62)  FOR  THE  BRANCHES  OF  THE 
TRANSITION  SEPARATRH  INSIDE  REGION  II 


Branch 

Equations  (3*62) 

Furnish 

Transition 

Branch  B,  B 

Ja’ V<*  ■  *II> 

^B  “  7^ 

^  ■  i'a** 

Separatrlx 

Branch  C,  C 

yp-y(x  -  Xjj) 

»c  ■ 

Notice  that  both  y^'s  and  i  -  a,  depend  on  so  all  y's  depend  on  )i. 


b)  Ihe  "direction  line":  y  ■  \j^(x  -  x*)#  which  does  not  cross  any  trajectory 
except  at  point  (x^^O),  where  it  crosses  all  treijectorles. 

Vb 

c)  The  "max-min  line":  y  ■  r — (x  -  x*)  which  crosses  eJJ.  trajectories  at 

Of  p 

(x^^^O)  and  also  every  trajectory  at  Its  point  of  maximum  or  minimum  value 
of  y(x). 

d)  The  line  described  In  (b)  also  applies  to  the  case  of  saddle  points^  except 
that^  at  the  singularity  (x*jO)  it  crosses  only  the  asymptotes,  since 

the  other  trajectories  do  not  pass  throiagh  the  singularity. 

3.5  Treijectories  and  the  Action  of  the  Trigger 

The  sinqplest  trigger  is  the  rectangular  current  trigger.  In  fact  the 
action  of  a  trigger  of  a  different  waveform  will,  in  general,  differ  in  detail, 
but  not  in  principle  from  the  action  of  the  recteuigular  trigger.  For  this  reason 
we  have  considered  it  important  enough  to  be  the  basis  of  this  work,  sind,  in 
this  section,  we  will  discuss  its  action  in  a  qualitative  msuiner. 

3.5*1  Turning  the  Trigger  ON  and  Possibility  of  ”Under*Trlggering” 

Figures  I6  show  veurious  possibilities  of  trigger  action  upon  the 
phase  plane  portrait-^singularlties  euid  sex>aratrices--and  also  the  corresponding 
initled  value  of  y. 

Let  us  assume  that  the  flipflop  is  in  stable  state  I,  i.e.,  the 
representative  point  P  is  at  stable  node  I,  when  a  rectanguleo*  trigger  of 
amplitude  W  is  applied  (a  positive  trigger). 

The  immediate  effect  of  the  trigger  upon  the  phase  plane  portrait  is 
to  shift  the  stable  nodes  to  points  respectively  and  ^jjj  to  the  right,  ax^ 
to  shift  the  saddle  point  by  to  the  left,  where  *  x^^  -  x^^,  as  given 
by  Table  II. 
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At  the  same  time  F  Is  shifted  upwards  to  a  point  at  l^e., 

the  X  coordinate  does  not  change,  but  y  goes  to  an  Initial  value 


(3.65) 


Supi>ose  that  the  singularities  have  not  been  shifted  out  of  their 
proper  regions  (Fig.  l6b).  The  transition  separatrix  in  region  I  approaches  the 
critical  separatrix  (whose  shape  changes  I),  thus  reducing  the  minimum  initial 
value  y  necessary  for  a  complete  transition  to  occur. 

Let  denote  the  singularity  and  let  least 

initial  ordinate  at  x^^,  for  which  a  I  to  III  transition  occurs. 

There  will  be  two  possibilities: 

O')  yQ  ^  ^Omin^  then  P  will  follow  some  parabolic  trajectory  and  tend  towards 
there  are  yet  three  possibilities. 

1.  y^  <  P  will  not  cross  the  x  axis,  moving  towards 

X^,  in  an  overdamped  manner. 

2.  y^  =  P  will  not  cross  the  x  axis,  following  a 

straight  path  towards  X^^,  approaching  it  in  a  critically 
damped  way* 

3.  yn  ^  ^  will  cross  the  x  axis,  moving  towards 

Xj^  in  an  underdamped  way. 

In  case  3  we  might  still  distinguish  the  two  possibilities  of  P  going 

through  region  II  (entering  it  \inder  point  y  )  or  not. 

a 

b)  yQ  >  yomin^  then  P  will  also  follow  a  parabolic  path  towards  in  the 
underdamped  way,  as  in  (a. 3)  above,  but  it  enters  region  II  above  point  y_ 
before  reaching  the  x  axis.  Then  a  transition  occurs.  Ibis  effect  will  be 
called  "under- triggering”  (Fig.  I9). 
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One  might  then  expect  that  the  minimum  value  of  W  necessary  to 
cause  a  transition  would  be  slightly  less  than  the  yalae  of  W  necessary 

to  shift  and  out  of  their  proper  regions  (and  into  virtuetl  existence!)* 
But  this  is  usually  not  so,  as  it  will  be  proved  at  the  end  of  this  section 
that,  under  certain  (usual)  conditions,  of  all  possibilities  mentioned  above 
only  (a.l)  occurs,  all  others  being  impossible  for  the  type  of  circuit  under 
consideration.  Therefore,  under-triggering  usually  does  not  occur  for  this  type 
of  circuit.  However,  it  is  a  possibility,  especially  in  a  generad  equation, 
whose  coefficients  were  related  in  some  other  manner.  We  will  later  study  this 
effect  in  some  detail. 

3*5*2  Virtual  Singularities  and  the  Trajectory 

We  establish  that  ®  ^crit  *  ^0^  suppose  that  W  >  W^;  then  the 
portrait  becomes  as  in  Fig.  l6d.  There  is  only  one  real  singularity,  and  this 
is  the  stable  node  the  end-point  sepeiratrix  vanishes  (since  eill  lines  must 

now  terminate  at  critical  separatrix  and  part  of  the  initied-point 

separatrix  adso  vanish,  and  the  remaining  part  of  the  initial-point  separatrix 
loses  its  meaning. 

From  its  initial  position  at  (^jQ^y^),  P  "sees”  only  the  virtual 

stable  node  X^^^  (somewhere  in  region  II  or  III)  and  starts  to  move  on  a  parabolic 

path  towards  it.  However,  before  reaching  x^^,  P  crosses  the  line  x  =  -  ^  where 

4 

y  suffers  a  discontinuity  (-^y),  '  and  enters  region  II  where  now  it  "sees”  only 
the  virtual  saddle  point  (somewhere  in  region  l)  and  changes  its  trajectory 

into  a  hyperbolic  path  asymptotic  to  the  line  y  »  “  ^IIl^  remaining 

part  of  the  initial-point  sepeuratrix,  and  here  we  see  why  it  is  mesiningless); 


t 


See  footnote  on  page  90. 
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flnally,  P  crosses  the  line  x  «  +  ^  ,  where  y  suffers  a  discontinuity  (+A  y),^ 
6U)d  enters  region  III. 

Once  In  region  III,  F  will  "see"  only  the  real  stable  node 
towards  which  It  will  start  to  move  in  a  parabolic  path  (in  an  overdamped 
manner,  as  will  be  shown). 


3,5.3  Turning  the  Trigger  OFF 

The  next  event  with  the  trajectory  of  P  is  the  turning  OFF  of  the 

trigger. 

Rigorously,  the  trigger  may  be  tiurned  OFF  as  soon  as  P  has  progressed 
far  enough  into  region  II,  i.e.,  to  a  point  where^  after  the  negative  Jump  of  y 
caused  by  the  trigger  turning  OFF,  P  finds  Itself  at  side  III  of  the  end-point 
separatrix  (of  the  M  =  0  system,  of  course). 

On  the  other  extreme,  we  could  leewe  the  trigger  ON  for  €ui  Indefinite 
amount  of  time. 

We  are  Interested  in  establishing  a  criterion  with  which  to  Judge  the 
adequacy  of  the  trigger  duration. 


3.5.^  Discussing  Trigger  Duration 

Assuming  the  trigger  Is  sufficiently  long  to  produce  a  transition, 
we  recognize  five  possibilities  for  the  trigger  (see  Figs.  17  and  18): 

(1)  Too  short:  if  it  is  turned  OFF  while  P  is  still  in 
region  II. 

(11)  Short:  If  It  Is  turned  OFF  long  before  P  reaches  the 

line  X  >  after  P  Is  In  region  III  (Figs.  17a,  b 

and  18a,  b). 


Dlacontlnultiea  caused  by  Impulaes  ± 


respectively. 
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(ill)  Fair:  if  it  is  turned  OFF  approximately  as  P  crosses 

the  line  x  = 

(iv)  Long:  if  it  is  turned  OFF  long  after  P  crosses  the 

line  X  =  but  before  it  approaches 

(Figs.  ITc,  d  and  l8c,  d). 

(v)  Too  long:  if  it  is  turned  OFF  after  P  is  already 
close  to 

Of  course,  these  definitions  can  be  formalized  and  made  exact:  so,  a 
sufficient  rectangular  trigger  starting  at  t^  =  0  and  having  duration  T  is  said 
to  be: 

(i)  Too  short:  if  x(t)  ^ 

(ii)  Short:  if  +  7  <  x(T)  <  XjjjQ  -  €q_ 

(ill)  Fair:  if  -  6q_  <  x(T)  <  x^^^q  + 

(iv)  Long:  if  ^  <  x^^^  - 

(v)  Too  long:  if  x^^j^  "  ^1 

where  eQ_,  €q^,  are  positive  numbers  such  that  aO.1  the  inequalities  above 
can  be  satisfied. 

No  matter  which  case  occurs,  y  will  suffer  a  discontinuity  equal  to 
(-yo);  from  the  point  (x(t),  y(T)),  P  will  Jump  to  (x(T),  y(T)  -  y^),  and  then 
it  will  move  towards  by  some  parabolic  path,  thus  ccmpleting  the 

transition. 

NOTE:  Of  course,  P  never  reaches  but  given  an  arbitrary  neighborhood 

^IIIO  ^IIIO^  there  is  a  time  such  that  for  any  t>  TjjjQ(ejjjQ)» 

P  is  in  We  can  therefore,  arbitrarily  select  a  neighborhood  of 

XjjjQ,  and,  by  definition,  say  that  a  transition  is  complete  after  P  enters  Njjjq 


for  the  leist  time. 
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3.5*5  The  Concept  of  "Optimum  Trigger  Duration" 
Call: 


P^_  the  point  (x(t),  y(T)) 


emd 


the  point  (x(t),  y(T)  -  y^)  ^ 


(3.66) 


and  let  vectors  with  the  same  coordinates  as  the  points 

designated  by  the  symbols  under  the  arrows. 

By  definition,  let 


EjII0(W,T)  = 


(3.67) 


Given  a  rectangular  trigger  of  amplitude  W,  we  define  "optimum  duration 
T*"  as  that  value  of  T  for  which  Rjjjq(t)  is  a  minimum.  That  is: 


IIIO' 


(3.68) 


Since  for  each  value  of  W  there  is  a  corresponding  value  T*,  we  con¬ 
clude  that,  for  a  given  circuit,  T*  is  a  function  of  W: 

T*  =  0(W)  (3.69) 

This  fimction  0(w)  is  a  characteristic  of  the  complete  circuit,  i.e.,  flipflop 
and  triggering  circuit  together. 

Notice  however  that  the  definition  of  T*  is  somewhat  eurbitrary,  eujd 
probably  there  is  no  ideal  criterion  on  which  to  base  a  definition  of  (^tlmum 
duration.  It  certainly  depends  under  what  criterion  we  would  like  to  have  the 
transition  optimized. 
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A  more  practical  definition  Is  as  follows:  given  a  recteuogular 
trigger  of  amplitude  W,  we  define  "optimum  duration  T*"  as  the  value  of  T  for 
which  x(t)  =  XjjjQ*  Tha't  is 

x(T*)  =  XjjjQ  (3.70) 

The  discussion  presented  in  this  subsection  can  be  applied  to  a 
III  to  I  transition,  if  we  make  the  necessary  (and  obvious)  changes. 

The  criterion  for  the  definition  of  T*  expressed  by  equation  (3.70) 
is  the  most  useful,  and  will  be  used  throughout  this  report.  So,  unless  other¬ 
wise  specified,  the  expression  of  "optimum  duration"  or  the  symbol  T*  will 
imply  "as  defined  by  equation  (3 .70)." 

3.5.6  Possibility  of  "Back-Triggering" 

We  have  said  that  after  the  trigger  is  turned  OFF,  if  it  is  suffi¬ 
ciently  long,  P  (whose  y  coordinate  has  suffered  a  negative  discontinuity  equal 
to  {-Yq))  "sees"  only  towards  which  it  moves  by  some  parabolic  path. 

However,  we  must  ask  ourselves  if  this  is  always  true.  There  seems 
to  be  nothing  in  the  natxire  of  the  equation  to  warrant  this  assumption.  The 
objection  is:  "The  position  (x(T-),  y(T-))  of  P  at  the  moment  of  turning  the 
trigger  OFF  might  be  such  that  the  new  position  of  P,  (x(T+),  y(T+))  (where 
y(t+)  =  y(T-)  -  y^)  would  be  under  the  branch  A  of  the  transition  separatrix, 
and  therefore  P  would  return  to  rather  than  going  to  This  effect 

will  be  called  "back- triggering." 

In  fact,  the  possibility  of  back-triggering  is  small,  unless  the  coef¬ 
ficients  of  the  differential  equation  were  not  related  by  the  circuit  parameters 
(representing  scmie  other  analogous  type  of  bistable  device). 
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Ve  will  prove  that,  under  certain  (usued.)  conditions,  back-triggering 
is  not  possible  for  the  circuits  under  consideration.^  The  conditions  that 
make  back-triggering  impossible  are  the  same  that  make  under-triggering 
impossible. 

Actually,  these  two  characteristics  are  closely  related.  We  will 
presently  discuss  these  effects  in  some  detail,  explain  their  interrelation,  and 
find  the  conditions  that  make  them  impossible  to  occur. 


3.5.7  Trajectory  After  the  Trigger  is  Turned  OFF 

Let  us  assime  the  trigger  duration  is  sufficient  and  that  no  back- 
triggering  occurs.  Figures  17  and  I6  Illustrate  the  four  cases  as  considered 
below: 

(i)  x(T)  <  XjjjQ,  y(T+)  >  0 
(ii)  x(T)  <  XjjjQ,  y(T+)  <  0 
(ill)  x(T)  >  XjjjQ,  y(T+)  >  0 
(iv)  x(T)  <  XjjjQ,  y(T+)  <  0 

Figure  I9  Illustrates  the  three  possibilities  in  the  case  of  optimum 


triggering:  x(t)  =  Xiuq* 

(1) 

y(T+)  >  0 

(ii) 

y(T+)  =  0 

(iii) 

+ 

A 

0 

We  should  point  out  that  x(t)  is  quite  arbitr8u:7^,  since  we  have 
absolute  control  of  the  trigger  duration  T;  but,  for  a  given  circuit,  y(T+)  is 


We  point  out  again  that  back-triggering  refers  only  to  the  case  of  sufficient 
trigger,  l.e.,  there  must  be  cm  Interval  of  time  T^q  <  T  <  TU,.,,  for  which  a 
normal  tremsitlon  would  occur.  T  <  means  insufficient  trigger  duration; 
T_,„  would  be  lapsed  by  back- triggering. 

inftx 
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a  function  of  x(t)  given  by  the  phase  pleuie  portraits  of  the  differential 
equations  (with  trigger  ON  and  OFF).  This  means  that,  for  a  given  differential 
equation,  selection  of  T  ■  T*  will  lead  to  a  certain  value  of  y(T*+)  for  which 
y(T*+)  ^  Of  the  equation  and  also  the  trigger  amplitude  W  will  determine  which 
relationship  holds. 

It  would  be  Interesting  to  know  how  the  coefficients  of  the  equation 
and  the  circuit  parameters,  as  well  as  the  trigger  amplitude  affect  the  curve 
y(T)  versus  x(t).  It  would  also  be  useful  to  know  how  T*  and  y(T*+)  depend  on 
W  for  a  given  equation. 

In  the  following  chapters  these  questions  will  be  considered. 

3.6  Under-Triggering  amd  Back-Triggering 

Let  us  analyze  the  possibilities  of  under-triggering  amd  back- 
triggering  for 

(i)  a  given  differential  equation  of  type  (2.103)  with 
coefficients  defined  in  the  three  regions 
(11)  Ignoring,  In  this  section,  the  relationships  established 
In  Table  I,  but  still  assuming 
(ill)  a  rectangular  trigger  (l.e.,  (3.6)  and  (3.7)  hold) 
and  that,  as  before 

(iv)  the  function  f(x)  -  f(y),  the  magnitude  of  the  Impulses 
occurring  at  x  *  +  ^  ,  are: 
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wlth 


iim  [‘Kry  ] 

€-K) 


at  X  -  +  i 


f(y)  »  S 


undefined  for  any  x  ^ 


(3.71) 


ni— _  ^TT 

i  =  "■—  "  or -  ,  according  to  whether  the  fllpflop  Is 

II  a^j  a^j  asymmetric  or  symmetric. 


3.6.1  Under-Trlggerlnfe 

Supirase  a  trigger  of  amplitude  W  <  Is  applied  to  the  system;  assume 
P  was  at  XjQ  =  (xj.Q,0)  before  the  trigger  was  turned  ON. 

P  Jumps  to  a  point  Pq  =  (Xj-Q^y^^  If  P  Is  above  branch  A  of  the  trauasl- 
tlon  separatrlx  of  the  triggered  system,  then  a  transition  will  occur,  with  P 
going  to  rather  than  to  (under- triggering ) .  Fig.  19  Illustrates 

this  effect.  Therefore  a  transition  will  occur  If  and  only  If 

where  y^j^Q  is  the  ordinate  of  branch  A  of  the  transition  sepeuratrlx  of  the 
triggered  system  (ji  =  l)  at  x  =  x^^. 

The  problem  Is  to  find  the  value  of  W  that,  for  a  given  system, 

will  cause  the  point  (xj0,yQ)  to  be  on  branch  A  of  the  transition  separatrlx 
of  the  triggered  system  (l.e.,  ^  =  l). 


^  We  could  keep  the  expression  f(y)  ■  -iy^  at  any  other  point  x  taking 

i  «  V|i  Indicating  region  and  state  of  trigger;  but  this  would' be  Irrel¬ 
evant,  since  the  function  Is  multiplied  by  zero  at  these  points  cuiyway! 


P  IN 


As  could  be  expected,  we  will  see  that  It  Is  not  possible  to  solve 
this  problem  euialytlccdly,  but  only  by  a  graphlce^.  or  Iterative  numerical 
procedure.  In  faatf  we  have  a  set  of  fozmulae,  repeated  here  for  convenience, 
that  can  be  used  to  solve  this  problem: 

From  (3.13)  and  the  Obs.  at  the  end  of  section  3*2.2, 


d  d 

V  %  % 


(3.72) 


from  which  we  get: 


10  c 


10 


no  ■  c 


H. 

110 


d_  ^  d^^ 

X-.  =  ~  +  -S-  W  x__  =  +  -S—  W 

^  II  '^ii  ‘^m 


(3.73) 


From  (3.62),  using  the  notation  and  as  before: 


^B1  “  ■^alll'^r'^  *111^^  ^  ^  ^Bl  ^  ° 


(3*74) 


^Al  =  yBi*  clearly  y^i  ^  Fi 


'B1 


A1  •'Bl 


(3.75) 


with 


i 


h!ii 

2  ajj.  * 


{1  for  the  asynmetrlc  fllpflop 
2  for  the  symmetric  fllpflop 


Also,  frcm  equation  (2.103)  Itself  (see  section  3.3.1): 
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^0  a,  ^ 


(3.76) 


And  finally,  the  general  trajectory  equation,  expressed  by  (3.59)  can 


be  rewritten  as : 


f(^i  -  _  f(^  -  »*)>B  ~ 

l(»j  -  x.)X.^  -  yj  -  t(«j  -  x.))^  -  yj 


(3.77) 


where  (x^,y^)  and  (Xj,yj)  are  any  two  points  over  the  same  trajectory,  in  the 
same  region,  and  x*  is  the  abcissa  of  the  singularity  and  V  and  are  the 

Ob  p 

natural  frequencies  corresponding  to  that  region;  so,  in  (3.77)  let: 


(^j^^y^)  ~  ^*10^  ^0^^  **  *  *11 


^*j'^j^  ~  V  “  ^2Il  ^pn 


(3.78) 


Considering  (3.73),  (3.7^+),  (3.75),  (3-76)  and  (3-78),  (3.77)  yields: 


W 


V  °ii  °io/ 


1 _ V  11  ’ipy _ _  I 

)[VnO  ^  (9  *  j 


A  III  * 

“in  V  'in 


(3.79) 


which  can  be  nianerically  solved  for  W. 
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If  a  reed  eud  positive  root  cem  be  found  for  (3*79)>  such  that 
'^rl  <  V  then  we  have  under-triggering  whenever  the  trigger  duration  W  satisfies 


W  _  <  W  <  W. 
rl  0 


(3.80) 


In  this  case. 


W  ,  =  W  - 

min  rl 


(3.81) 


If  no  such  exists,  then  no  under- triggering  can  occur,  and  we 


W  ,  =  W- 

min  0 


(3.82) 


Expansion  of  the  numerator  and  denominator  in  the  fractions  appearing 


in  (3.79)  furnish: 


(3.83) 


with  l^j,  P^j,  Kjj,  l^j,  Ppj,  dpj  Eis  Ih  Table  VIII.l. 

An  entirely  emalogous  einalysls  could  be  made  for  the  case  of  a  III  to 
I  transition:  reverse  the  signs  of  all  coordinates  and  trigger,  and  change 
subscripts  I  to  III,  A  to  A,  B  to  B. 


3.6.2 


We  will  consider  only  the  possibility  of  back-triggering  in  the  case 


of  too-long  trigger,  l.e.,  P  is  assumed  to  be  at  ■  ^*1111'®^  when  the 

trigger  is  turned  OFF. 
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TABLE  VIII.l.  PARAMETERS  OP  (3.83)  AS  FUNCTIONS  OP  THE  PARAMETERS  OP  (3.79) 
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P  Junqps  to  a  point  “70 )/  Pq  branch  A  of  the 

tremsltlon  sepauratrlx  of  the  untrlggered  system  (|i  >  O),  a  tremsltlon  will 
occur,  with  P  returning  to  X^.^,  rather  than  going  to  (back-triggering). 

Figure  20  illustrates  this  effect.  Therefore,  a  transition  will  occur  if  and 
only  if: 

■yo^yaoi  ^0^  1^101*  (3.84) 

where  is  the  ordinate  of  bremch  A  of  the  transition  separatrix  of  the 
untriggered  system  (^l  =  O)  at  x  = 

The  problem  is  to  find  the  vaJLue  of  W  that^  for  a  given  system^ 
will  cause  the  point  branch  A  of  the  transition  separatrix 

of  the  untriggered  system  (i.e.,  \x  =  O). 

As  for  the  case  of  under-triggering,  we  will  see  that  this  problem 
cannot  be  solved  analytically  either,  but  only  by  a  graphical  or  numerical 
Iterative  procedure. 

A  set  of  formulas  similar  to  the  one  used  in  the  case  of  under¬ 
triggering  can  be  used  to  solve  this  problem. 

We  had  obtained  (3*72 )  which  we  repeat  here  for  convenience: 


d  d 

Vu  c  c  ^  c 
^  V^l  V|i  V|Jl 


(3.72) 


We  get: 
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IIO  c 


li¬ 

no 


Xtt, 

°iii  °iii 


III 


mo  c 


IIIO 


*1111  “  ^  ^3.85) 

iin  °iiii 


0<W<W-^0>  >-i  0<W<W^->  X--_  <  X 


III  7 


0  IIIO  nil 


Again  frcan  (3.62),  retaining  the  notation  \  .  and  : 

avu  ^v^ 


^0  \2(II0' ^7  ■^*110^ 


(3.86) 


^0  ~ 


BO' 


(3.87) 


From  equation  (2.IO3)  itself: 


^  ®III 


(3.88) 


(we  have  implicitly  taken  Sjjj  =  Sj  and  ®  ^nt  they  may  he  not  strictly 

true). 


And,  for  convenience,  we  repeat  the  general  trajectory  equation  (3.59), 
in  the  fom  (3.77): 


r(xi  -  x*)\^  -  y^'i^g  f(x^  -  x*)\g  -  y^-|^^ 
l(xj  -  x*J\^  -  y^  “  -  y/ 

with  (x^,yj^),  (Xj,yj),  x*,  and  as  before. 


(3.77) 


Now  let 


(3.89) 


■  (*iiii*”^o^'  **  *  *1110 

(Xj.yp  .  (.  i,  yj„);  >t,  S  ‘  Wo  Smo  j 

Considering  (3-85),  (3.86),  (3.8?),  (3.88)  and  (3.89),  (3.77)  yields; 


!ai  „ .  X  .  ^III^ 

_ *iii  °iiia/ _ 


’aliio 


^II  „  _  /'^UI  *  .  fin.' 

“in  einol  “nict, 


Cfts)K-O-a'-]-w0-^ 


■piiio 


(3.90) 


which  ceui  be  numerically  solved  for  W. 


If  a  real  and  positive  root  W^jjj  can  be  found  for  (3.90)y  then  we 
have  back-triggering  whenever  the  trigger  duration  W  satisfies 


W  ttt  <  W 

rlll 


(3.91) 


In  this  case^ 


V  ^  w 
*'max  '^rlll 


(3.92) 


euid  in  order  to  obtain  a  permanent  transition,  we  must  have 


W  <  W_ 


(3.93) 


If  no  such  exists,  then  no  value  of  W  will  cause  back- triggering. 
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Expansion  of  the  numerator  and  denominator  in  the  fractions  appearing 
in  (3.90)  furnish: 


*  *alll?*  *  SiIII^  *  ’’9111"  *  %III^ 


(3.9^) 


With  ^alir  Sni  VIII.2. 

An  entirely  analogous  analysis  could  be  made  for  the  case  of  a  III  to 
I  transition:  reverse  the  signs  of  all  coordinates  and  trigger,  etnd  cheuige 
subscripts  III  to  I,  A  to  A,  B  to  B. 


3*6.3  Discussion 

It  is  clear  fran  inspection  of  either  Fig.  20  or  equation  (3*79)  and 
of  either  Fig.  21  or  equation  (3 *90)  that  the  necessary  and  sufficient  conditions 
for  the  impossibility  of  occurrence  of 

under-triggering : 

Iwl  •  IVll  °S"S’'o  (3.95) 

back-triggering : 


III 


0  <  W  <  Wq 


(3.96) 


where 


Vv  ■  Si'*’  -  “vo 


(3.97) 


Expansion  of  (3 <97)  yields 
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TABLB  VIII.2.  PARAMETERS  OF  (3*9^)  AS  FUHCTIOKS  OF  THE  PARAMETERS  OF  (3*90) 
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Vv 


°vl  ~  °vo 
°vo°vi 


(3.98) 


Notice  that  if  either  of  conditions  (3*95)  and  (3.96)  is  not  met, 
then  there  will  exist  real  positive  solutions  or  to  (3-79)  and  (3.90) 

respectively. 

We  clearly  see  that  conditions  (3.95)  and  (3.96)  are  formally  the 

same . 

a)  If  we  make  the  further  assumption  that  the  coefficients  of  equation  (2.IO3) 
except  d^  are  the  same  in  regions  I  and  III  (a  realistic  assumption!),  then 
the  only  difference  between  them  is  the  effect  of  different  values  of  the 
coefficients  with  the  index  ^  (neglecting  variation  of  capacitances). 

b)  If  we  make  the  further  assumption  that  the  coefficients  of  equation  (2.IO3) 
are  invariant  with  ^  (i.e.,  trigger  circuit  is  fixed!),  then  the  two 
conditions  are  identical. 

This  shows  a  close  relationship  between  these  two  effects,  i.e.,  they 
have  the  same  intrinsic  nature  and  origin  from  the  circuit  parameter  point  of 
view,  and  if  any  distinction  exists  between  them,  it  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  circuit  itself  is  not  the  same  in  each  case  (unless  the  two  conditions 
above  hold!). 

One  further  assumption  leads  us  to  an  interesting  point:  assume  that 

=  0,  w  =  0,  1  (3.99) 


i.e.,  consider  the  case  of  a  trigger  circuit  that  closely  approximates  a  true 
current  source.  Then  we  have  the 

Theorem  4.  If  equation  (2.103 )  describes  either  eui  asymmetric  or  a  symmetric 
flipflop  (coefficients  as  in  Table  l),  and  if  the  trigger  circuit  satisfies 
(3.99)  above,  then  no  under-triggering  or  back- triggering  can  occur. 
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Proof ♦  Conditions  a  euad  b  can  be  expressed  as  a  single  condition: 


ig  •»>! 


(3.100) 


since 


and  with 


-  1  for  v  -  I,  III;  n  .  0,  1 


X-o  =  -(b  . 


T .  +  T  .  +  T 
1  Ol  O 


m  =  2p 


n  =  2p^ 
o 


as  in  Table  for  regions  I  and  III.  Therefore,  (3.100)  becomes,  after 


expansion  and  simplification: 


2^10  <  1  ("l  ^  ”^01 


+  T  )  +  +  T  .  +  T  )^  -  llT.T  1- 

o'  '1  ol  o'  i  O  J 


(3.101) 


This  becomes 


1  <  ^  (1  +  j)  ‘|^(c  +  cr  +  r)  +  >/(c  +  cr  +  r)^  -  Ifcr  j-  ■  f(c,r)  (3.102) 


-no¬ 


where 


and  r  -  ^ 


Now,  let  us  make  a  change  of  variable,  as  follows: 


{ 


r  =s  r 


c  =  61* 


so  that  f(c,r)  becomes  g(6^r): 


g(6 


,r)  -  i  (1  +  i)  ■|^(6r  +  8r^  +  r)  +  7(&r  +  6r^  +  r)^  -  i4-6r^' j- 


or 


g(6 


Condition  (3.102)  has  become: 


,r)  =  I  (r  +  l)  |(1  +  6  +  6r)  +  ^  (3.103) 


1  <  g(6,r) 


(3.104) 


Let  us  find  the  partial  derivative  of  g(&,r)  with  respect  to  r: 

*  |[(l-»-6-*-&r)  +J{l+b  +  brf  -  48  +  (r+ l)8  {l  +  1 

2  L  I  >/(l+8  +  6r)^  -  48^  -I 

(3.105) 


Then 


^  The  discrimlnamt  always  positive,  since  (l  -f  8  +  6r)^  -  4b  ■  (1  -  6  +  Br)^ 
+  4B‘r  >  0  so  g(B/r)  is  a  real  positive  number. 


•Ill 


for  adl  6  >  0,  r  >  0 


(3.106) 


Therefore 


llm  g(5»r)  <  g(6,r) 

r-O 

6-«0 


r  >  0 
6  >  0 


(3.107) 


But 


llm  g(6,r)  =  1 

r->0 

6-*0 


Substitution  of  (3.108)  in  (3.10?)  yields: 


1  <  g(6,r) 


r  >  0 
8  >  0 


(3.108) 


(3.109) 


and  therefore  condition  (3.IOO)  holds,  and  the  theorem  is  proved. 


Comments ; 

1)  Notice  that  the  theorem  is  very  strong,  in  the  sense  that  condition  (3«109) 
is  strong;  in  fact,  1  is  not  only  a  lower  bound  for  g(6^r),  but  it  is  an 
infimum  of  g(6,r),  i.e.,  its  greatest  lower  bound!  So,  anything  at  all 
upsettizig  the  assumptions  made,  may  invalidate  the  theorem,  and  in  this 
case  either  under-triggering  or  back-triggering,  or  both,  at  least  in 
principle,  could  occur! 

2)  Notice  also  that  (3«106)  is  weak.  In  fact. 


r  >  0 
6  >  0 


r-O 


6-<0 


1 


(3.110) 
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So^  in  fairness^  ve  should  point  out  that  the  possibility  of  occurrence  of 
under- triggering  or  back- triggering  in  practice  is  not  so  greats  since  any 
"reasonable**  value  at  all  of  c  and  r  ought  to  satisfy  condition  (3.IOO) 
with  a  good  margin. 

3.7  Summary 

In  this  chapter  we  have  analyzed  the  phase  plane  characteristics  of 
the  basic  flipflop  equation  in  the  case  of  a  rectangular  trigger. 

Conditions  related  to  the  existence  and  nature  of  singularities  were 
discussed  and  three  theorems  were  proved  with  respect  to  this  point. 

Some  properties  of  the  system  were  also  established  by  diagonalization 
of  the  characteristic  matrix  of  the  system  (in  effect,  considering  two  possi¬ 
bilities,  respectively  for  the  two  possible  types  of  singularity). 

A  general  trajectory  equation  was  established,  and  the  geometry  of 
the  sepauratrices  was  discussed,  as  well  as  the  action  of  a  trigger  upon  the 
system  phase  plane  portrait,  with  special  attention  to  the  effects  of  turning 
the  trigger  ON  and  OFF.  Here  the  possibilities  of  under-triggering  and  back- 
triggering  were  discussed,  and  a  theorem  on  the  conditions  for  such  a  possibility 
to  exist  was  proved  for  an  in^rtant  special  case. 


4.  ANALYSIS  AND  DESKN  TECHNIQUES 


l|-.l  Introduction 

At  this  point  we  would  like  to  utilize  this  Infomatlon  ve  have  about 
the  bistable  system  represented  by  equation  (2.IO3)  to  the  purpose  of  developing 
some  analysis  and  design  techniques.  Speclflccdly,  we  woild  like  to  find 
effective^  methods  to  solve  the  following  problem:  given  a  fllpflop.  Its 
loading  and  triggering  circuits,  find  the  transition  wave  forms  of: 

(1)  base  currents  and  voltages 

(11)  collector  currents  and  voltages 

We  would  then  be  able  to  find  the  optimum  trigger  duration.  Further¬ 
more,  knowledge  of  the  base  and  collector  currents  and  voltages  as  functions  of 
time  would  help  to  improve  the  design  of  the  overall  system  [1,  4]. 

And  finally,  if  the  influence  of  the  circuit  parameters  upon  wave  form 

clmracterlstlcs  is  known,  we  would  have  a  meeuis  of  optimizing  the  design  of  the 

system  towards  approaching  some  transition  requirements  [?]. 

Lastly,  if  the  transistors  are  given  (x  Is  given)  and  also  the  trigger, 
but  if  the  circuit  (resistors  and  capacitors)  is  abritreury,  then  the  lower  limit 
in  tremsitlon  time  can  be  calculated,  and  a  convenient  figure  of  merit  for 
transistors  describing  their  performance  in  switching  circuits  can  oe  defined, 
euid  would  certainly  be  useful  in  the  selection  of  treuislstors  for  switching 
applications  (see  Chapter  5)  [10#  20]. 

4.2  Definitions  of  Time  Intervals 

We  have  divided  the  range  of  the  variable  x  Into  three  parts,  which 

were  called  regions  I,  II  and  III.  Remember  that  x  is  a  normalized  form  of 


By  "effective"  we  mean:  "a  sensible  compromise  between  accuracy  and  eue  of 
application. " 
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the  base-to-base  voltage.  Let  us  consider  the  variables  which  are  nomallzed 
forms  of  the  collector  currents  (of  tremslstors  1  and  2  for  Is.  •  1,  2,  respec¬ 
tively),  as  given  by  equation  (2.93 )• 

It  Is  clear  that,  as  long  as  x  Is  In  region  I,  =  0  and  =  1; 
whenever  x  Is  In  region  III,  this  situation  Is  reversed,  with  w^^  »  1  and  Wg  *  0; 
In  both  these  oases  one  of  the  tremslstors  Is  cutt  off,  and  the  other  Is  con¬ 
ducting  a  fixed  current,  l.e.,  the  transistors  are  Inactive;  they  are  active 
only  when  x  Is  In  region  II. 

Def.  4.1.  So,  In  a  I  to  III  transition,  frcsn  the  point  of  view  of  collector 
currents,  the  time  during  which  x  is  crossing  region  I,  from  x(tQ)  towards  -  i, 
is  really  a  delay.  It  will  be  called  "delay  time"  eind  designated  by  If 

the  circuit  were  settled,  x(tQ)=  x^.^;  otherwise,  it  may  hapi)en  that  x(tQ)  ^  x^q. 

Def.  4.2.  The  time  intervsil  when  x  is  In  region  II,  going  from  -  ^  to  +  ^ ,  Is 
characterized  by  activity  of  the  transistors,  and  variation  of  collector  cur¬ 
rents.  It  will  be  called  "active  time"  and  designated  by  T^. 

Def.  4.3.  And  finally,  for  the  time  interval  when  x  is  already  In  region  III, 
from  +  ^  until  final  settling  in  a  neighborhood  of  "the  collector 

currents  Eure  constant  (having  reached  their  final  values)  and  the  transistors 
are  again  inactive.  It  will  be  called  "complementary  time"  and  designated  by 

’’c- 

However,  many  things  CEin  happen  while  x  is  in  region  III. 

Def.  4.4.  The  time  interval  in  which  x  goes  from  +  ^  to  with  trigger  ON, 

is  cedled  "balanced  time"  Euid  designated  T^. 

D 

Def.  4.5.  The  time  interval  between  the  moment  the  trigger  is  turned  OFF  and 
the  moment  x  settles  inside  N^^^^  is  cedled  "settling  time”  and  designated  Tg. 

^  This  time  interval  is  often  CEdled  "discrimination  time." 
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\ 


Def.  4.6.  The  time  interval  between  the  monent  x  reaches  *jjjq  (or  would  reach 

*1110  trigger  were  kept  ON)  and  the  moment  the  trigger  is  turned  OFF 

is  called  "trigger  excess  overtime"  and  designated  T„.  We  will  make  the 

SO 

convention  of  using  negative  values  of  Tj,q  if  the  trigger  is  turned  OFF  before 
X  reaches  Xjjjq»  l.e*>  given  the  function  t(x),  then  T^j^  =  Tg  -  "tCxjjjo)  where 
t(xiiio)  is  calculated  assimilng  a  sufficiently  long  trigger  (or  measured 1)  and 
Tg  is  the  trigger  duration. 

Def.  4.7<  The  time  Interval  between  the  Instant  x  reaches  +  —  and  the  instant 
the  trigger  is  turned  OFF  is  called  "trigger  overtime"  or  simply  "overtime," 
and  designated  T^^,  i.e.,  T^^  =  Tg  -  t(+  i). 

With  our  criterion  for  optimum  trigger  duration  T*  (see  equation 

Of 

(3.70))  we  will  have: 


T*  =  t(xj.jjQ) 


and  if  Tg  =  then  from  Def.  k.6. 


T  *  0 
■^EO 


And  we  define  "optimum  overtime"  Tg^: 


-  n  ■  ■  ’'e 


(4.1a) 


(4.1b) 


(4.1c) 


Def.  4.8.  In  the  case  of  too  long  a  trigger,  we  define  the  "long  settling 
time,"  T^,  as  the  time  interveJL  between  the  moment  x  reaches  +  y  emd  the  moment 
it  settles  inside  a  given  neighborhood  of 

Def.  4.9.  Finally,  we  call  "I- III  transition  time,"  T^^,  the  total  time  Interval 
between  the  mcxsent  the  trigger  is  turned  ON  and  the  moment  x  crosses  the  line 

*1110’ 
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Tbe  following  relations  are  obvious  from  the  definitions: 


*  V 

if  X(tQ)  «  XjQ 

(^.2b) 

’'c  '  ’’ov 

(i^.ab) 

■'ov  =  Tb  ^ 

(1^.2c) 

Tgp  =  0  labile. 

T  as  T*  =  T 

^OV  OV  B 

(4.2d) 

Naturally,  all  the  above  definitions  apply  equally  well  to  a  III- I 
transition  by  replacing  III  by  I  and  I  by  III  everywhere.  The  symbol 

TK 

denotes  the  transition  time.** 

Table  IX  contains  these  definitions  of  time  intervals,  which  are 
also  illustrated  in  Fig.  21. 


^•3  Calculation  of  a  Time  Interval  Over  a  Trajectory  by  an  Iterative  Fonnula 
It  is  not  possible  to  explicit  y  in  (3*59)*  Therefore,  given  an 
initial  point  'the  abcissa  of  another  point  P^,  in  order  to 

find  the  other  coordinate  of  such  that  P^  and  P^  are  on  the  same 
treijectory,  we  must  apply  eua  iterative  procedure  to  (3»59)^  the  time  interveds 
can  be  foxind  from  (3*58)* 

Equation  (3  *^9}  can  be  expressed  as 


ft 


Read:  Pq  "whose  coordinate  are"  (xqiYq) 
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TABLE  DC.  DEFINITIONS  OF  TIME  INTERVALS  OVER  A  TRAJECTORY  (SEE  FIG.  21) 


Symbol 

Name 

Definition 

Comments 

Delay  Time 

t(-  -  t^ 

If  circuit  was  settled  at 

X  at  tQ,  t(x  )  -  t^; 
otherwise  t(x_Q)  f  t-.  t. 
is  the  instant  the  trigger 
is  turned  ON. 

''a 

Active  Time 

t(+  i)  -  t(-  i) 

— 

Complonentary 

Time 

t  -  t(-  i) 

s  '  j' 

t  is  the  instant  when  P 
s 

enters  for  the  last 

time. 

Balance  Time 

^^*1110’  7^ 

instant  P  crosses  x= 
assuming  the  trigger  stays 
ON  i\x  =  l)  all  the  time. 

''s 

Settling  Time 

tg  is  the  instant  the 
trigger  is  turned  OFF. 

T 

EO 

Trigger  Excess 
Overtime 

tg  -  4  “  l) 

— 

T 

^OV 

Trigger 

Overtime 

tg  -  t(+  i) 

— 

"^TR 

Transition 

Time 

^s-^0 

Notice  that  it  is  measured 

since  t^  (not  t(x-^)!) 

until  t  . 
s 

Trigger 

Duration 

■•^0  ■  '•^0 

— 

Optimum 

Trigger 

Duration 

and 

Overtime 

respectively 

Defined  only  if 

t^  =  t(XjQ),  equivalent 

to  letting 
^0  *  ^^*1110* 

Of  course,  only  appr(»cl- 
mately  realizable. 
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for  region  v  and  trigger  condition  Parameters  ^  Qp  are  given  in 


Table  X. 


We  obtain  either  one  of  two  formtilae 


Vi  =  ^  ■  V 


r^i 

J 


(1^.4a) 


^n+l  =  “3  -  V 


(l+.4b) 


The  only  difference  between  them  is  a  question  of  convergence. 

In  fact,  given  two  Implicit  functions  f  and  g  of  y,  the  equation 


fCy)  “  g(y) 


(i^.5) 


can  be  solved  by  an  iterative  procedure  by  meems  of  a  formula  such  as' 


f(Vi)  - 


^.6) 


l.e.^ 


(I*. 7) 


Let  y^  be  the  solution  of  equation  (4.5) 

The  iterative  formula  (4.6)  will  converge,  l.e.,  11m  y^  ■  y^,  if  suid 

n-w 

only  if  there  is  a  number  €  >  0  such  that,  if  lyj^  ■  y^l  <  €,  there  is  a  positive 
number  K  such  that: 

^  No  loss  of  generality,  since  the  symbols  f  and  g  can  be  interchanged. 
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TABLE  X.  DEFINITION  OF  THE  PARAMETERS  OF  EQUATION  (4.3) 


1  (x  ,-  x*)\  1 

1  P 

S 

I  ■  ^0 

Comnients :  a ) 

Region  V,  trigger  condition  [i 

U) 

X*  =  X,, 

V\1 

c) 

d) 

(xQ^yQ)  =  any  given  point  on  the  branch  of  trajectory 

under  conditions  v^i. 

e) 

X  =  some  abcissa  such  that  there  is  an  ordinate  y 

satisfying  the  condition:  "(x,y)  is  on  the  same 
trajectory  Vfi  branch  as  (^Q^yQ)-** 

f) 

y  is  to  be  found. 

Expressed  as  Functions  of  the  Parameters  of  (3 *59 


(x  -  x*)V 


(*0  ■  • 


Parameters  of  (4.3) 
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Asr, 


n+l 


<  K,  K  <  1 


However,  it  is  decor  that 


lim 

n-w 


n+l 


g'(yf) 


(4.8) 


(4.9) 


where  the  prime  means  "derivative  with  respect  to 

Now  (4.8)  and  (4.9)  imply  that  (4.6)  converges  if  and  only  if 


8'(yf) 


<  1 


(4.10) 


Therefore,  one  of  formulae  (U.4a,  b)  converges  and  the  other  diverges.  There  is 
no  way  to  know  a  priori  which  one  will  converge,  since  we  would  need  the  solu¬ 
tion  y^  of  (4.3)  to  euiswer  this  question.  However,  assuming  we  start  from  a 
good  initial  guess  y^,  if  we  calculate  y^  and  y^  from  both  formulae  (4.4a,  b), 
the  initial  tendency  should  be  clear. 

Another  way  would  be  to  differentiate  both  sides  of  (4.3)  with  respect 
to  y,  and  compare  the  two  results  for  the  initial  guess  y^,  hoping  that  ccxnpar- 
ison  at  y^  would  yield  the  same  queilitatlve  result.  Call  f(y)  and  g(y), 
respectively,  the  sides  of  (4.3)  with  the  larger  and  smaller  absolute  veiLue  at 
point  y^,  and  take  that  of  formulae  (4.4a,  b)  which  conforms  to  (4.7)* 

If  eventually,  the  selected  formula  diverges,  then  we  should  try  to 
Improve  the  initial  guess  y^  and  repeat  the  procedure  outlined  in  the  previous 
paragraph. 

A  method  of  extrapolation  usually  allows  improvement  of  any  trial  y^ 
using  the  previous  results  for  y^^^  and  (4.7)  we  write  (4.11)  below: 
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=  f”^tg(yjj)]  -  y^j  (^^.11) 

So,  to  Y^_2  ^n-1  correspond  respectively  the  variations 

^n-2  ^n-1*  points  define  a  line 

<V^n>'* 

^  *  (vi  -  ^)  C*-^) 

Let 


then: 


^n  = 


V2'^n-1  ■  Vl  ^n-2 


Ay, 


n-1 


n-2 


(^*.13) 


Try  substituting^  into  (4.11).  Stop  when  is  small  enough. 

This  method,  even  though  more  involved,  would  speed  up  the  convergence, 

it  is  more  tolerant  with  respect  to  initial  guesses,  and  stabilizes  the  method 

to  the  point  of  usually  producing  a  convergent  sequence  of  numbers  y  -►  y  even 

n  8 

in  a  case  for  which,  if  directly  applied,  equation  (4.7)  would  diverge. 

If  the  problem  consists  in  finding  time  intervals  only,  and  we  are 
not  concerned  with  other  characteristics  of  the  trajectory,  then  the  trajectory 
equations  (3-57)  in  the  time  domain  could  be  used  directly.  They  can  be  written 
as 


is  the  extrapolated,  or  expected,  value  of 
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^  ^  ^  ^  Vof  ^  ^  ^  Vof  ^ 

OL  0 


.  .  ^3^0f  .  . 

“  W  ^  Vp* 


(4.lUb) 


where  =  -  V  and  X*  is  the  abclssa  of  the  singular  point  corresponding 

to  the  region;  clearly  (xq^Yq)  is  the  initial  point.  So: 


.  an  .  P  n  ^ 
X  _  =  A  e  +  A^e  ^  +  x* 

n+1  a  P 


(4.15) 


and,  by  the  use  of  a  method  like  the  one  expressed  by  equation  (4.13), 


-  +  (x  T  ,  -  X  ,T  ) 
n-1  ^  n  n-1  n-1  n' 


n+1 


X  -  X  . 

n  n-1 


(4.16) 


Now,  T  ,  would  be  used  in  (4.15).  The  numbers  x  ,  and  x  are 
'  n+1  ^  n-1  n 

respectively  the  results  of  (4.15 )  when  fed  with  T^^j^  and  T^.  Clearly 


^  =  T  -  T  , 
n  n  n-1 


(4.17) 


When  is  small  enough,  the  process  is  stopped  and  corresponding 
to  x^  could  be  fed  into  (4.l4b)  to  find  the  corresponding  value  of  y. 

There  remains  the  problem  of  how  to  find  a  fairly  good  initial  value 
for  the  iterative  procedure.  One  good  way  is  to  assume  that,  in  a  crude 
approximation,  in  regions  I  and  III,  P  moves  in  a  straight  line  towards  the 
singularity  (virtual  or  real),  and  that  in  region  II  it  moves  parallel  to  the 
asymptote  of  positive  slope. 

Therefore : 


In  regions  I  and  III,  with  x*  standing  for  the  corresponding 
singularity: 
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^1  = 


(x*  -  x^)yQ 

X*  - 


In  region  II,  with 


being  the  positive  natural  frequency: 


yi  =  -  *£,)  + 


(1+.19) 


Both  in  (4.l8)  and  (4.19)^  (xQ,yQ)  is  the  Initial  position,  and  we 
wish  to  find  the  first  approximation  y^  to  the  ordinate  y^  corresponding  to  the 
abcissa  x^. 

To  find  a  first  approximation  to  the  time  interval  for  P  to  go 
from  (xQ,yQ)  to  (x^,y^),  consider  the  first  approximation  to  the  trajectory  as 
being  a  straight  line  from  (x^^y^)  to  (x^,y^).  We  know  that,  whatever  the 
trajectory  y(x)  may  be. 

Therefore, 

(xQ,yo)  and  (x^,y^), 


if  y(x)  is  a  straight  line  with  slope  y',  going  through 
theiP  crosses  the  line  x  after  a  time  interval: 


"01 


4  ^  — 

•%.r '  nr 


(4.21) 


and  naturally. 


y' 


(4.22) 


NOTE:  In  a  general  form,  if  a  trsijectory  is  a  straight  line  between  points 

^a'^V^a^  ^b'^Vyb^’  “^ab  “  S  ‘  "^a 
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and 


(4.23) 


(4.24) 


Whenever  and  are  in  different  regions,  we  have  to  proceed  by 
steps.  Assume  a  I  to  III  transition  with  x^  in  region  I  and  x^  in  region  III; 
y^  is,  of  course,  given,  and  y^  is  to  be  found.  Then  (with  the  notation  shown 
in  Pig.  22): 


(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 


(vi) 

(vli) 


(vlii) 


With  (XqjYq)  as  initial  point  on  the  equation,  find 
y  ,  at  X  =  -  ,  by  iteration. 

Use  equation  (3.6la.i)  to  find  y^,  at  x^  *  -  . 

With  as  initial  values  on  the  equations,  find 

y,atx  =  +^|^by  iteration. 

Use  equation  (3.6lb.i)  to  find  y^  7!  * 

With  as  initial  values,  find  the  point  y^,  at 

X  =  x^,  by  iteration,  assuming  that  P  crosses  x  =  x^ 
while  the  trigger  is  ON. 

Calculate  all  time  intervals  by  (3*58).  Then 

’'it  ■  ’’oa  *  ■'bo  *  ’’at- 

Consider  the  trigger  duration  euid  suppose  that 

P  crosses  x  *  x^  after  the  trigger  is  turned  OFF, 

either  for  the  first  or  second  time. 

With  (x^,y^)  as  initial  values  of  the  coordinates, 

find  (x  ,y  ),  by  iteration,  where,  after  a  time  interval 
e  e 

(T_  +  T.  ),  trigger  turn-off  occurs. 


FIGURE  22=  NOTATION  FOR  A  TRANSITION  CAUCULATION.  NOTICE  THAT,  FOR  A  GIVEN 
X|,  THERE  MAY  BE  NONE.  ONE,  TWO,  OR  THREE  DIFFERENT  ORDINATES, 

DEPENDM6  ON  THE  RELATIVE  POSITIONS  OF  x^Of  x«,  AND  Xf. 
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(Ix)  Find  -  y^. 

(x)  With  CIS  initial  values,  find  y^,  at  x  »  x^, 

by  iteration;  there  may  be  none,  one,  or  two  values, 
(xi)  The  time  intervals  can  be  calculated  by  (3*58),  and, 
in  this  case,  where  P  crosses  x  =  x^  after  trigger 
turn-off, ^ 


T  = 

Of 


T  + 


ef 


Of  course,  this  algorithm,  with  slight  modifications  of  detail,  can 
be  used  to  find  optimum  values  for  T^,  instead  of  having  as  part  of  the  data. 

This  same  algoritim  can  be  applied  to  a  III  to  I  transition,  after 
the  obvious  interchange  of  reference  to  regions  I  and  III. 

See  illustrative  examples  in  Chapter  6. 


k.k  Graphical  Constructions 
4.4.1  The  ^  iX)  Plane  Method 

Equations  (3*15)  (3-^)  define  the  transformation  of  variables 

from  (x,y)  to  and  can  be  written  equivalently  in  a  single  pair  of 

expressions : 


'i'  = .  ^  V  [+v (*■**)  ■ 


(1^.25) 


NOTE:  Considering  that  y*  =  0. 


Of  course.  If  P  crosses  x  *  x-  twice  after  trigger  tum-off,  we  must  know  up 
to  which  i>assage  of  P  by  x  =  x^  we  wish  to  calculate 
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Here  equation  (3 *50)  and  (3»5l)  are  repeated  for  convenience,  with 
(t  -  tQ)  replaced  by  T: 

(U.26) 

T  =  =  (1^.27) 

We  see  that  it  is  possible  to  define  a  new  pair  of  variables,  say$^  and  as 
follows : 


(4.28) 


where  euid  Xq  are  the  initial  values  of  4  and  x#  so  that  =  Xq  =  0 
definition. 

Therefore,  (4.27)  becaaies: 


ik.29) 


This  means  that  in  the  (<I>,  x)  plane,  the  trajectories  are  straight 
lines,  and  intervals  can  be  marked  as  a  lineeir  scale,  either  along  a  trajectory 
or  along  a  vertical  or  horizontal  axis,  since  time  is  linear  with  either 


variable 
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On  the  other  heuad,  (^*25)  means  that  any  straight  line  In  the  (x,y) 
plane  Is  edso  a  straight  line  In  the  plane. 

From  (k.2^),  It  Is  clear  that  the  trensformatlons  depend  on  the 
region  and  trigger  Indices  V^.  This  can  he  Indicated  by  attaching  these  Indices 
to®,  x>  and  also  to  and  x,  l.e.,  (4.25)  becomes; 


vn 


1 

"  ^avn 

1 


J 


(4.30) 


Also  (4.27)  becomes: 


^  ^D!V^1  V|iO  ^VjlO 


And,  of  course,  (4.28)  becomes: 


And  finally,  from  (4.29): 


SjiO  J 


®  X 

^  =  VU 

^3V^  ^3VH 


(4.31) 


(4.32) 


(4.33) 


Now,  for  each  value  of  Vji  that  occurs  In  the  problem  (this  must  be 


known): 


1 
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a)  Draw,  on  a  linear  graph  paper,  with4>^^  and  Xy^  axes  marked  on  it,  the 
lines  corresponding  to  the  following  phase  plane  lines : 

(i)  The  coordinate  x  axis  with  a  scale  on  it. 

(ii)  The  direction  of  the  verticeil  lines. 

b)  On  a  log-log  graph  paper,  mark  the  coordinate  and  Xy^  axes,  and  the 
direction  of  the  trajectory  lines,  as  well  as  a  time  scale,  and  also  the 
scaled  curve  corresponding  to  the  x  axis. 

c)  Given  a  trigger  amplitude  W,  draw  the  corresponding  lines  x  *  +  ^  in  the 
linear  graphs  where  ^  =  1,  and  from  these  graphs,  draw  the  corresponding 
curves  in  the  log-log  graph,  by  means  of  a  point -by-point  transportation. 

d)  The  log-log  graphs  representing  the  various  ^  )  planes  provide  a 

means  for  very  fast  calculation  of  times  over  the  trajectory  corresponding 
to  the  given  trigger  amplitude. 

e)  The  set  of  log-log  papers  plus  the  linear  graphs  allow  a  fast  calculation 
of  trajectory  times  for  any  trigger  amplitude  (within  the  bounds  of  the 
graph  papers,  of  course). 

It  is  clear  that  this  method  is  advantageous  mostly  in  the  case  where 
several  calculations  must  be  performed  for  the  same  system. 

^•^•2  A  Simple  Method  on  the  (x^y)  Plane 

This  is  a  less  accurate,  but  faster  method,  and  more  versatile  in 
solving  problems  for  several  different  trigger  amplitudes.  It  will  be  called 
"the  phase  plane  method  A.” 

It  consists  in  approximating  the  system  phase  plane  portrait  with 
four  straight  line  segments,  under  the  following  assumptions: 
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a)  Ve  assume  that^  in  regions  I  and  P  moves  in  a  straight  line  towards 
the  corresponding  singularity  V  *  I,  III;  ^  *  0,  1;  and  that  in 
region  II  it  moves  parallel  to  and  in  the  same  direction  of  the  asymptote 
nearest  to  it. 

b)  The  discontinuities  of  y  at  x  *  -  and  at  x  =  +  ^  can  be  calculated  by 
equations  (3.6la.i)  and  (3.6lb.i)  respectively. 

c)  As  a  very  fast  method  at  the  cost  of  obtaining  a  scxnewhat  poorer  accuracy, 
these  discontinuities  of  y  at  the  boundaries  of  region  II  (l.e.,  at 

X  =  +  ^)  can  be  completely  ignored. 

d)  So,  as  illustrated  in  Fig.  23^  we  taJte  a  linear  graph  paper,  mark  on  it  the 

scaled  x  and  y  axes,  vertical  lines  x  =  +  i,  and  singular  points  and 

also  the  direction  of  the  asymptotes  related  to  the  seuidle  point  of 
region  II. 

Then,  given  a  trigger  amplitude  W,  we  mark  the  points  and  also 

P^.  Suppose  a  I  to  III  transition;  then  P^  =  Pi(XjQ,yQ). 

(i)  Draw  the  segment  of  the  line  contained  in  region  I. 

(ii)  The  intersection  of  this  line  with  x  =  -  is  y  . 

7  a 

(iii)  Find  by  (3.6la.i). 

(iv)  From  y^  draw.  Inside  region  II,  a  line  segment  with 
slope  \oTT  positive  asymptote  slope);  Its 

pli 

Intersection  with  x  =  +  x  is  y  . 

7 

(v)  Find  y^  by  (3.6lb.l). 

(vl)  Consider  the  line 

Let  be  the  slope  of  this  line,  and  ceJ.1  It 
line . ^ 


t 


In  the  descriptions  of  these  graphical  methods,  references  to  a  line  shall. 
In  genered,  be  made  using  the  symbol  for  Its  slope. 


FIGURE  23»  APPROXIMATE  GRAPrtCAL  METHOD  A  OF  TRAJECTORY  CALCULATION  ON  THE 
PHASE  PLANE.  A  LONG  TRIGGER  IS  ASSUMED  IN  THIS  EXAMPLE. 


-mmm 


5" 
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(vll)  Consider  be  the  intersection  of  lines 

PjXtxtt  and  X  =  x_. 
d  1111  r 

(viii)  Cfe,lculate  by  (4.21),  supposing 

that  P  crosses  x  =  x^  while  the  trigger  is  ON. 

(ix)  Consider  the  trigger  duration  eind  suppose  that 
P  crosses  x  =  x^,  for  the  second  time^  after  the 
trigger  is  turned  OFF. 

(x)  Find 

^d'V<’'oa*''b=>l 

^e  "  ^d® 

and  mark  P^ : (x^, y^ ),  the  point  immediately  before 
trigger  turn-off  occurs. 

(xi)  Find  y_  =  y_  -  y^,  and  mark  P_:(x  ,y  ),  the  point 

N?  V? 

Immediately  after  trigger  turn-off* 

(xii)  Draw  the  line  and  mark  point 

of  intersection  of  the  lines  and  x  =  x«, 

e  II 10  f' 

(xiii)  Find  by  (4.21),  and  then  in  this  case  where  P 
crosses  x  =  x^  after  trigger  turn-off, 


T  = 
^Of 


ef 


Of  course,  after  the  obvious  changes,  the  same  algorithm  can  be 
applied  to  a  III  to  I  transition. 


t 


This  method  does  not  apply  with  acceptable  accuracy  if  P  crosses  x  «  x^  for 
the  first  time  after  trigger  turn-off. 
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UA.3  An  Approximate  Method  on  the  (x^y)  Plane 

This  is  a  slightly  more  sophisticated  method  then  method  A;  it  will 
he  called  "the  phase  plane  method  B." 


We  will  use  the  phase  plane  equation  (3*ll)  which  we  repeat  here  for 


convenience : 


j  d^.  -  c,.  X  b  . 

Iz  =  ..Vti _ VH_  .  _VE  d  =  d  +  unW 

dx  a^y  *  %ii  V  ^ 


(3.11) 


To  plot  a  I- III  transition  in  the  phase  plane^  we  do  as  follows: 
(i)  Find  and  for  all  V\x  conditions. 

(ii)  Draw  the  lines  y  -  \p(x  -  x*)  for  ^IIl^  ^ITIO^ 

and  call  them^,  respectively,  the 

(ill)  By  (3.11),  we  find  ^  at  P^:(x^Q,yQ),  and  call  \q 
this  derivative. 

(iv)  Draw  a  line  with  slope  through  and  call  this 
the  line. 

(v)  Check  if  the  line  intersects  the  line  inside 
region  I. 

If  this  is  so,  call  the  intersection  P^:(xj^,y^) 
and  call  P  o(-  ^  ^y  )  the  Intersection  of  the  lines 
and  X  -  -  i. 

Otherwise,  ignore  the  intersection  of  lines 

and  P--,  and  call  P  r  ,y  )  the  intersection  of 
11  a  / 1  -  a 

lines  Pq  euid  x  ~ 


(vl)  Find  y^(x  =  -  ^  )  by  (3.6la.l) 
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(vii)  Find  y^(x  *  +  ~  by  the  iterative  numerical procoire 


'c'”  71 

using;,  for  example,  one  of  equations  (4.4),  or, 
instead,  assume  the  trajectory  in  region  II  is  a 
straight  line  of  slope  (The  choice  depends 

entirely  on  a  compromise  between  accuracy  and  com¬ 
putation  time.) 

j 

)  by  (3.6ld.i). 


(viii)  Find  y^(x  -  +  y 


) 


(lx)  By  (3.11),  calculate  the  slope  ^  at  P^:(+  y 
(for  region  III),  and  call  this  derivative. 

(x)  Draw  a  line  with  slope  through  point  and  call 
it  the  line. 

CL 

(xi)  Find  the  intersection  P2*(x2,y2)  of  lines  and 


P 


nil* 

The  trajectory  in  region  III  with  a  very 


long  trigger  is  taken  as  segments  ^3^1111 

of  lines  and  Pttt-i  •  Call  this  the  line  P.X-.^-^. 

d  nil  d  Illr 

(xii)  Do  as  directed  in  (vi)  to  (xiii)  of  method  A,  but 
modify  instruction  (x)  of  that  method  to: 

(x)  Find  point  immediately  before 

trigger  turn-off  occurs  by: 


^el 


^82  ’  S'.!* 


y,  -  y.i.  “  y.!  ^  h 


y,  -  y^.  If  y,i  <  y. 


-135- 


Again,  after  the  obvious  modifications,  this  applies  to  a  III  to  I 
transition. 

An  illustrative  example  is  presented  in  Chapter  6. 

Obs.:  Notice  that  this  Method  B  can  be  a  hybrid  numerical  and  graphiced 
method.  Various  such  combinations  can  be  made  and  we  feel  that,  some  of  these 
combinations  may  be  good  compromises  between  speed  and  accuracy. 


^.5  Approximate  Analysis  of  Waveforms 

One  of  the  most  important  aspects  of  transition  waveforms  is  the  time 
duration  of  the  various  phases  of  a  transition  as  defined  in  section  4.2.  The 
exact  shapes  of  a  particular  variable  (voltage  or  current)  as  a  function  of 
time  is  less  important  than  its  general  characteristics,  such  as  delay  time, 
rise  time,  average  form  in  each  region,  minimum  and  maximum  values,  etc.  The 
exact  shape  is  important  insofar  as  it  influences  the  calculations  of  these 
characteristics,  especially  the  various  time  intervals  elapsed  between  the 
definite  changes  in  character  of  the  curve,  generally  described  by  changes  in 
the  values  of  the  pair  of  indices  V|i. 

Furthermore,  even  if  we  do  have  the  exact  (analytic)  solution  of 
(2.103),  it  will  not  do  us  much  good. 

We  can  solve  the  problem  for  the  waveforms  of  all  variables  based  on 
the  solution  of  (2.103).  But  then--besides  the  fact  that  (2.103),  and  therefore 
any  solution  based  on  it,  is  already  an  approximation  to  the  real  problem — the 
important  general  characteristics  of  the  waveforms  are  hidden  in  a  fairly 
cumbersome  analytical  formula,  which  would  take  a  considerable  time  of  tedious 
labor  to  plot. 

Our  aims  consist  mostly  in  analyzing  and  evaluating  an  existing  flip- 
flop  or  improving  its  design,  selecting  a  better  trigger  or  loading  circuits. 
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determining  optimiM  trigger  duration  and  better  waveforms,  suid  better 
understanding  the  operation  of  bistable  circuits. 

For  these  purposes,  an  approximate  plot  of  the  severetl  variables 
which  could  be  obtained  in  a  reasonably  short  time  would  be  far  more  useful. 

In  this  section  we  will  suggest  some  methods  by  which  such  graphs 
can  be  obtained. 

4.5*1  Collector  and  Base  Currents 

Assume  that  an  approximation  to  y(x)  (phase  plane)  has  been  obtained, 
consisting  of  four  line  segments,  one  for  each  value  of  (three  line  seg¬ 
ments  in  the  case  of  optimum  trigger  duration). 

This  can  be  obtained  either  by  the  second  graphical  method  described 
in  section  4.4.2,  or,  if  time  durations  are  extremely  important,  by  calculating 
time  durations  with  one  of  the  iterative  techniques  described  in  section  4.3, 
and  then  using  (4.21)  and  (4.22)  to  determine  the  position  of  line  segments 
which  would  result  in  the  same  trajectory  time  interveds. 

a)  With  (4.21),  severed  points  can  be  marked  over  this  approximate  trajectory 
constituting  indeed  a  (nonlinear)  time  scale. 

b)  Or  else,  considering  that  x(t)  has  the  form 

X  =  A  + 

A,  B  and  \  ceui  be  found  for  each  value  of  V^. 

By  a)  or  b)  above,  or  any  equivalent  method,  plot  x(t)  and  y(t). 

(i)  Collector  Currents 

If  (2.93)  is  assumed,  axi  approximate  graph  of  the  collector  current 
veuriables  k  =  1,  2,  is  immediate  for  they  will  be  constants  outside  region  II 
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(either  0  or  1,  whatever  the  case  may  be)  and  will  be  linear  functions  of  x 
inside  region  so  that>  by  Just  assigning  new  scales,  the  two  curves 
can  be  obtained. 

More  accurate  curves  can  be  obtained  by  using  equations  (2.56)  and 
(2.57)^  which  will  yield  results  in  closer  approximation  to  the  real  transistor 
currents,  than  the  model  represented  by  equation  (2.IO3).  Use  of  a  graph  of 
the  tanh  x  would  allow  a  completely  graphical  procedure. 

(ii)  Base  Currents 

Here  use  of  equation  (2.9^)  yields  graphs  of  z  ,  k  =  1,  2,  with 

iv 

almost  equal  ease.  The  first  term  is  directly  proportional  to  the  corresponding 
collector  current  w^^,  and  the  second  term  is  proportional  to  y(t)  in  every 
region,  since  9*(x)  is  a  constant  in  every  region. 

In  this  case,  use  of  (2.58)  and  (2.59)  to  improve  accuracy  would 
hardly  be  justified. 


4.5*2  Collector  Voltages 

fk  -  1,  2 

-e  =  1,  2  (4.36) 

t 

where  t*  is  the  nonnormalized  time  variable.  Normalizing  as  before  and  setting 

Uj  =  I  J  =  1,  2  (4.37) 


By  Inspection  of  Fig.  2k  we  get  immediately: 


''oil,  \  ^ik^ik  dt*"  "  ^ik^^k  ^Bk  ^Bk^^ 


we  get: 
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FI6URE  24:  PASSIVE  NETWORK 

YIEU)S  THE  EQUATION 
FOR  THE  OUTPUT  VOLTAGE. 
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(»^.38) 


with  k=l,  2;£  =  1,  2;£;^k.  As  before,  we  can  interpret  in  terms  of 
an  equivalent  current  source  of  strength  Sj^  and  a  parallel  conductance  Gj^, 
according  to  (2.79),  repeated  here  for  convenience.  Assuming  a  rectangular 
trigger,  and  making  use  of  the  index  |i  =  0,  1: 


«  ^kn^ok  ,  ,  „ 


(^^.39) 


Substituting  (4.39)  into  (4.38),  and  using  yj^  =  we  get: 


^  ^ik'^ku^^k  T  ^k  "  ^Pk  R  ,  ^®k  ^  ■  ^P 


Ik 


bk 


«ok«^ 


(4.40) 


with  k*l,  2;  if  =  1,  2; 

This  equation  is  very  genered,  and  allows  one  to  find  both  collector 
voltages  of  a  general  Eccles-Jordan  flipflop  (symmetrical  or  nonsymmetrical) 
if  and  are  known  and  also  holds  for  the  asymmetrical  flipflop^  by  dropping 
the  indices  k  and  i. 

For  the  moment  we  shall  focus  our  attention  on  the  asymmetric  flip- 
flop  and  on  the  symmetric  Eccles-Jordan. 

In  the  first  case  (asymmetric  flipflop)  we  get: 


T  i> 

u  =  (1  +  Rj^G|^)x  +  y  -  2p  ^  (s  +  z)  -  2p 


R  al.. 


(4.41) 


And  in  the  latter  case  (symmetric  flipflop)  we  get  by  subtraction. 


and  setting 


I 
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u  =  Ug  -  Ui^ 

T  R  R 

u  =  (1  +  R^G  )x  +  -:p  y  -  2p  ^  z  -  2p  ^ 

^  0  0 

with 

0^  if  trigger  is  OFF 
1,  if  trigger  .is  ON 

These  equations  immediately  suggest  the  procedure  for  obtaining  the 
collector  voltage  variable  u(t)  from  x(t),  y(t),  z(t)  and  W;  it  is  clearly  a 
very  easy  graph  to  obtain  frcsn  the  preceding  ones,  since,  in  each  region,  it 
consists  of  a  constant  plus  a  linear  combination  of  the  previous  curves,  with 
only  the  constant  and  possibly  the  coefficient  of  x(t)  having  different  values 
for  the  two  distinct  trigger  states. 


I 


4.6  The  Influence  of  Parameters  on  Transition  Times  - -Simplified  Equations 

We  would  like  to  have  some  qualitative  notion  about  the  effects  of 
the  various  parameters  upon  the  overall  transition  time.  We  are  also  interested 
in  learning  something  about  the  total  charge  fed  into  and  removed  frcxa 
transistor  bases  and  capacitors,  and  their  relation,  if  any,  with  transition 
times.  Besides  that,  some  characteristics  of  waveforms,  such  as  maximum, 
minimum  and  settled  levels  of  collector  voltages  and  peak  base  currents  also 
Interest  us. 

At  this  point  we  must  stress  that  we  are  searching  for  more  qualitative 
criteria,  i.e.,  first  order  approximation  formulae  which  could  help  considerably 


^  Notice  that  x  *  x,  -  x^,  i.e.,  the  order  of  the  indices  is  reversed  in  the 
two  definitions. 
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In  the  evaluation  and  understandliig  of  fllpflops,  and  not  for  exact  (or  good) 
engineering  design  formulae.  In  this  respect  the  character  of  this  section 
is  entirely  different  from  the  general  character  of  this  dissertation. 


k.6.1  The  Optimum  Flipflop 

Let  us  assime  (since  it  is  possible  in  principle)  that  a  flipflop  has 
been  constructed  such  that,  if  the  trigger  duration  is  optimum,  i.e.,  if 
X  =  X  then  y  =0,  where  x  and  y  are  the  coordinates  of  P  ,  the  position 
of  P  Immediately  after  trigger  turn  off. 

For  this  flipflop,  we  can  say  that,  in  a  first  order  approximation, 
the  transition  time  is  given  by: 


*T1  ■  *T 

T  =  -i± - i  Hm. 

TR  y-  X..,  -  x. 


II  ^!lll.l  '/IIIQ 


im 


1 


"II  "10 


*1111  ■  *1110 


(4.1^1^) 


L©t  us  assum©  that  -  ^IIIO  ~  ^11  *  ^10  “  Then 


T 


TR 


Frcsn  Table  II: 


*11  ‘  *1111  “  (i  V^R  +  jf  -  (I«r)2]  (4.47) 


Obis  comes  from  assuming  a  straight  line  approximation  to  the  trajectory, 
neglecting  the  active  time,  and  using  equations  (4.23)  and  (4.24)  in  regions 
I  and  III.  notice  that  state  synmetry  Is  not  required  for  ^Is  approximate 
equation  to  be  vsdid. 


So^ 
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*11  ’  *1111 


r  /  1  +  R  G-N  -)£ 


(n'W  +  J)^  -  (Wff 


where ; 


a)  n'  »  2  ^ 


b)  <Pj^  =  [1  +  2Bj^  +  p] 


o 


d)  J  =  I 

L  ^  =  cp^  . 


if  it  is  an  asymmetric  flipflop 
if  it  is  a  symmetric  flipflop 


0  H 


■{ 


1,  if  it  is  an  asymmetric  flipflop 

2,  if  it  is  a  symmetric  flipflop 


Assume:  and  m^  =  ^zil  ~ 


y  =:iw  =  Sw 

^0  Sj.  **  a  “ 


where  a  £uid  m  sure  given  In  Ibble  I: 


N  „  io 

a)  m  =  2p  -Y" 


b)  a 


T.T 
1  o 


(4.48) 


(4.49) 
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And  therefore 


y  =  W  =  W 

°  V  Vi 


(4.50) 


So: 


It  is  clear  that 


t  «  1,  if  (1  -  a)Rg  «  OR^ 


so  that  B(r  ••  H. 

And  assumption  of  state  symmetry  eliminates  biasing  from  the  formula: 

J  =  0 


Trcm  (4.48)  and  (4.51)  we  get: 


"TR 


R  C, 
o  i 

t^TTr^ 


^  *  ^3°rNj+ H»~ 
1  +  R^gJ  2W  j 


JM 


1  ^  R^G  J  2W  J 


2 


-  (Htf 


(4.52) 


And,  if  ♦  *  1  and  J  =  0,  we  get 
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(lv.53) 


where 


K  =  1  - 


As  a  final  simplification^  if 

Gq  *  (equivalently,  K  =  O) 


we  get: 


R  C, 
s  i 


'•TR  T(1  +  R  G J 
'  s  1' 


Let  us  suppose  that  we 
also  sufficiently  laurge*^  so  that 


have  a  fairly  large  trigger,  and  that  p  is 


(i^.55) 


Then  taking  the  first  two  terms  of  the  series  expansion  of  the  argu¬ 
ment  of  the  nature!  logarithm,  and  then  taking  the  first  term  of  the  series 
expansion  of  the  logarithm  it  sell#  we  obtain: 


These  conditions  eu-e  not  a  property  of  fllpflops*  In  fact  HR^2R  W  close  to 
1  is  practical,  since  W  ^  10*^  is  practical.  However,  we  ass&e  that  W  has 
been  chosen  large  to  speed  up  the  transition. 
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H^R  T  . 
o  ol 


TR 


4r  t(1  +  R  G,  )W^ 

S  S  X 


(4.56) 


Equation  (4.56)  should  be  an  acceptable  first  order  approximation 
for  the  transition  time  whenever  the  flipflop  and  trigger  satisfy  all  of  the 
assumptions  leading  to  it.  Observe  that  there  is  a  hierarchy  of  equations  with 
more  and  more  restrictive  assvimptions;  all  of  them  assume  the  optimum  flipflop 
described  before.  Then: 


Equation  (k.^2)  is  very  general;  the  only  assumption  is  that 

the  flipflop  is  either  symmetric  or  asymmetric; 

Equation  (4.53)  assumes,  further,  that  =  1,  and  J  =  0; 

Equation  (4.54)  assumes,  still  further,  that 
i.e.,  that  K  =  0; 

Equation  (4.56),  besides  the  above,  assumes  (4.55)  to  be  valid. 

Also  remember  that  all  times  are  normalized  with  respect  to  T,  so  that 
nonnormalized  times  would  not  include  t  in  the  denominator.  For  example,  (4.56) 
would  read: 


T*  s 

TR 


4(1  +  R  G, )w^ 

S  Am 


oi 


Remembering  that  W  = 


we  get: 


(4.57) 


(4.58) 
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I 


V 


Another  expression  for  can  be  obtained  as  follows:  Consider 
that  the  charge  variation  of  between  the  two  stable  states  Is  given  by 

(see  (4.69)): 


^1 


(v 


IIIO 


-  ^10^ 


H(x 


°1  = 


IIIO 


-  X 


10 


^°1 


2pHC, 


I  n(i 


R  G/-,) 

S  0' 


“Vol  1 
*  Vo) 


(4.59) 


% 


# 


Therefore, 


^  1 
*  W  ■ 


(4.60) 


IfGo=Gi=0  (i.e.,  the  trigger  circuits  are  perfect  current 
sources),  emd  if  t  * 


T* 

TR 


R  C, 
s  1 


(4.61) 


This  equation  should  give  us  a  somewhat  crude  hut  satisfactory  first 
approximation  to  the  transition  time. 

We  insist  that  use  of  (4.59)  should  always  be  cautious,  since  some  of 
the  assumptions  made  in  its  derivation  are  somewhat  vague,  and  others,  if 
ligitimate,  will  seldom  be  fulfilled.  So,  (4.59)  is  usable  for  estimating 
results,  i.e.,  as  a  kind  of  figure  of  merit;  it  is  definitely  not  a  design 
formula. 


# 


This  approximation  is  made  under  our  assximptions:  9  »  0,  t  »  1,  Gq  «  G^^,  so 
there  is  a  cancelling  out  in  the  second  term  of  (4*6o}* 


4 
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At  first  glance  It  seems  strange  that  the  transition  time  does  not 
depend  on  T  in  a  first  approximation.  In  other  words,  it  seems  strange  that  T 
is  not  a  factor  of  prime  importance  in  the  transition  time.  The  following 
discussion  should  account  for  this  observation. 

First  of  all,  since  the  beginning,  we  have  completely  ignored  the 
active  region,  and  second,  we  have  assumed  that  y^,  the  ordinate  of  P  when 
entering  region  III,  would  be  such  that  y^  =  Oi  Of  course,  if  t  has  some 
influence  in  the  active  region,  it  will  determine  the  value  of  y^;  in  assuming 
y^  to  have  a  convenient  value,  we  have  ignored  the  effects  of  the  transistors, 
or  in  a  better  way,  we  have  assumed  that  there  is  a  relationship  between  the 
transistors  and  the  passive  network  such  that  the  optimum  flipflop  assumption 
is  verified.  In  this  sense,  T  should  be  related  to  and  therefore 

(especially  if  this  relation  were  found  to  be  linear)  could  be  replaced  by 
its  expression  in  terms  of  T,  Then  T  would  be  the  prime  factor  in  all  those 
equations,  and  would  not  appear  at  all.  We  could  also  have  a  linear  com¬ 
bination  of  both  parameters.  That  we  have  started  using  was  a  question  of 
convenience;  the  assumptions  made  establish  a  certain  relationship  between 
and  T.  We  conclude  that,  ecfter  all,  t  is  a  very  important  factor  in  the 
transition  time. 

Even  more  important  them  the  approximation  of  furnished  by  these 
formulae  in  the  case  of  an  optimum  flipflop,  is  the  following  consideration: 
(i)  Even  if  the  flipflop  is  not  optimum,  the  transition 
time  should  not  be  substantially  different  from  the 
results  obtained  by  the  use  of  these  formuleie.  They 
would  be,  at  any  rate,  a  first  order  approximation  to 
the  transition  time. 


-148- 


(il)  Kiey  would  certainly  be  true  in  a  qualitative  sense, 
l.e.,  aa  Indications  of  the  relative  effects  of  the 
various  parameters,  as  well  as  the  order  of  ma^itudes 
and  directions  of  change. 


4.6.2  The  Total  Charge  Interchanged  Between  the  Trsmslstor  Bases 
These  were  established  in  Chapter  2,  equations  (2.20)  as 

^Bk  “  4  =  1,  2  (4.62) 


Therefore,  the  total  charge  variation  is 

Some  relations  can  be  established  here,  such  as: 


^i 

r-  ^  ".“o) 

oi 


(4.63) 


(4.64) 


But  let  =  V  then,  from  (4.6o) 


T' 

TR 


oi 


R  C.T 
3  i 


(1  * 

TTT^ 


Also, 


T* 


TR 


('•.65) 


(4.66) 


Since  the  charge  that  enters  one  base  is  equal  to  the  charge  that  leaves  the 
other,  we  cam  talk  about  the  charge  transferred  between  the  bases,  though 
this  transference  is  really  only  a  nathematlCEU.  cancellation,  not  physlced 
tramsference. 
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if  0^  •  0, 


ml 

^TR 


.  J 


(1^.67) 


Also,  it  Is  clear  that,  if  G  =  0, 


1  ■  ill  =  •  i^B 


(4.68) 


which  is  very  illustrative  of  the  type  of  condition  relating  the  transistor 
parameter,  the  passive  network  parameters,  and  the  two  stable  states. 

Notice  that  for  the  symmetric  flipflop. 


%  *^31  ■  *^62  ’  ‘  ^B1  "  ^B2 


^i  *^il  ■  %2 


12 


ik.69) 


W  =  -  Wg  hut  the  triggers  and  are  assumed  to  occur  simultaneously 

4.6.3  Collector  Voltages — Maximum,  Minimum  and  Settled  Values 


(i) 

Maximum: 

^Ckmax  ~  ^Ck 

(ii) 

Minimum: 

^  kmln  ^Ck  ^o^^ti  ^ 

(lii) 

Settled : 

^ClIO  =  ^C1  + 

(iv) 

lino  “  ^ci  *  ^o^^  ■ 

(v) 

"^0210  “  ^C2  ^ 

(vi) 

^021110  “  ^C2  * 

r  (^-To) 
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where:  k  »  2;  i  *  2;  i  k 

^CkVO  *  collector  voltage  of  transistor  when  x  »  x^q 
Vqjj  *  collector  supply  voltage  of  trams istor 

In  case  of  the  asymmetric  flipflop,  drop  the  indices  k  and  I,  and 
^CIVO  d 


4.6.U  Peedc  Values  of  Base  Current 

Considering  the  optimum  flipflop,  and  the  approximate  model  whose 
equation  is  (2*103),  it  is  clear  that  the  peak  base  current  would  be  given  by: 


"peak  = 


.  *1111 

=  ^0  “sr 


i^.n) 


with  z* 


{ 


Zt  -  Z*, 


if  the  flipflop  is  asymmetric 
if  the  flipflop  is  symmetric 


and  the  symbol  means  the  component  of  the  current 
corresponding  to  base  charge  variation 


The  approximate  form  of  from,  say,  (4.5^),  and  the  approximate 


form  of  yield: 


yd  = 


T(1  + 


nW 


1 


vrrj^ 


(h.72) 


so  that: 


1 


Notice  that  n  =  pn’ , 


^peak  * 


or 


^Bipeak 


(^*73) 


We  stress  that  this  value  of  refers  to,  not  only  the  approximate 

model  of  equation  (2.103),  but  to  this  model  with  all  the  restrictions 
iinplicltly  Imposed  in  the  evaluation  of  y^. 

Therefore,  such  an  expression  is  specially  meeuit  to  give  us  an 
acceptably  close  idea  of  the  values  of  the  base  current  in  any  given  case,  when 
Just  a  fast  estimate  is  required. 


The  Problem  of  Circuit  Optimization 

Whenever  one  tries  to  state  a  problem  of  optimization,  besides  a  clear 
statement  of  what  is  to  be  optimized,  two  basic  questions  must  be  answered. 
First:  "Under  what  criterion?” 

Second:  ’’What  are  the  constraints?” 

The  amount  of  material  written  on  these  optimization  questions  is 
very  large.  We  shall  not  try  to  find  complete  answers  here,  but  rather,  to 
open  the  discussion  by  some  pertinent  approximations. 

The  first  question  is  what  characteristics  we  could  wish  to  optimize: 
trigger  duration  and  amplitude  (if  not  its  waveform!),  circuit  parameters,  or 
the  transistor  characteristics. 

This  first  question  being  decided,  we  could  go  on  to  the  second 
question,  and  try  to  be  specific  about  stating  eui  optimization  crlterlonj  i.e., 
an  interpretation  of  the  word  "improvement!” 

Of  a  host  of  possibilities,  we  ceui  state  the  following  three  8ls 


examples : 
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a)  The  time  Interval  between  the  moment  when  the  trigger  Is  turned  ON  and  the 
moment  the  collector  volteige  Is  settled  (under  what  criterion  to  decide 
this?)  Is  to  be  minimized.  Call  this  time  the  "collector  voltage  switching 
time, "  T^g. 

b)  The  time  interval  between  the  moment  when  the  trigger  is  turned  ON  and  the 
moment  the  base  (or  base-to-base )  voltage  is  settled,  that  is,  the 

"base  voltage  switching  time,"  T^g,  is  to  be  minimized. 

c)  Instead  of  minimizing  switching  times,  one  might  wish  to  have  a  given  delay 
time  and  a  minimum  active  time,  or  a  minimum  switching  time  with  a  given 
delay. 

And  so  on!  The  above  illustrates  the  point. 

We  have  already  attempted  to  approach  question  number  one,  in  a  very 
tentative  way,  with  respect  to  the  variable  x  (see  3*5d  and  e)  in  defining,  for 
a  special  pu3T>ose,  a  concept  of  "optimum  trigger  duration, "  which  was  related 
to  the  minimization  of  a  defined  "transition  time"  T^j^,  for  the  veiriable  x. 

The  difficulties  were  apparent  and  that  discussion  stands  as  a  good  example  of 
the  issues  involved. 

The  second  question  is  usually  easier  to  settle,  since  constraints 
are  naturally  stated  either  as  inequalities  or  as  relations  between  the 
variables,  or  some  other  mathematical  statement.  To  incorporate  constraints  in 
an  optimization  algorithm  is  still  euiother  thing;  but  it  has  been  done  success¬ 
fully  for  several  problems,  and,  once  stated,  there  is  no  a  priori  reason  to 
expect  the  problem  to  be  intractable.  The  theory  presented  so  far  siaggests  a 
number  of  techniques  to  approach  optimization  problems,  once  they  are  stated  in 
a  mathematical  form. 

As  a  last  observation,  it  is  worth  reminding  ourselves  that  problems 
of  optimization  tend  to  raise  questions  of  existence  of  solutions  (realizability) 
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and  that  nothing  has  been  sald^  for  exaniplej  about  the  realizability  of  our 
hypothetical  "optimum  fllpflop”  so  liberally  used  (as  an  approximation  device) 
throughout  this  Chapter  4. 

4.8  Summary 

After  defining  a  nomenclature  for  time  intervals  over  a  phase  plane 
trajectory,  we  have  presented  some  methods  for  the  calculation  of  points  and 
time  intervals  for  a  given  trajectory. 

An  iterative  numeric  procedure  allows  the  exact  calculation  of 
^b(^)  ^a^^a^  known,  for  any  given  pair  of  abcissae 

euid  x^. 

Similarly,  a  fairly  sophisticated  graphical  construction  using  two 
variable  transformations,  (x,y)  -♦  vas  also  presented,  and  shown 

to  yield  accurate  results,  given  the  limitations  of  a  graphical  construction. 

A  more  naive  construction  on  the  phase  plane  was  described,  which 
yields  somewhat  less  accurate  results,  but  is  extremely  simple  to  apply. 

It  was  also  suggested  that  some  hybrid  constructions  graphical  and 
numeric,  might  be  ideal  for  accuracy  and  practicability  of  use. 

A  graphical  procedure  to  obtain  fairly  good  plots  of  collector  and 
base  volteige  and  current  waveforms  was  described. 

Engineering  interest  in  simple-minded  formulae  which  can  work  as  rules 
of  thumb  for  the  rapid  evaluation  of  circuit  characteristics  has  led  us  to 
discuss,  by  means  of  an  ultra- simplified  model,  a  set  of  such  relationships. 

Finally,  the  optimization  problem  was  proposed  in  a  first  approach 


discussion. 


5*  EXTENSION  OF  THE  THEORY 


5.1  Introduction 

Ve  havci  so  far^  confined  ourselves  to  the  eisynunetrlc  and  the 
symmetric  fllpflops  subjected  to  a  rectangular  trigger,  and  also  ve  have 
Implicitly  assumed  that  neither  or  T  Is  zero. 

In  this  chapter  ve  shall  discuss  the  problems  involved  in  applying 
this  theory  to  other  situations,  and  indicate  the  methods  and  modifications 
involved* 

5*2  Case  When  T  Is  Negligible 

This  is  a  very  unlikely  possibility,  but  it  may  happen.  In  case  it 
does,  we  can  take  T  =  0  as  a  good  approximation.  Then,  the  coefficients  of  the 
equilibrium  differential  equations  apparently  are  meaningless  I 

However,  looking  back  to  how  these  equations  were  established,  we 
will  see  that  T  was  used  only  as  a  convenient  time  nomalization  constant.  Of 
course,  if  it  is  too  smedl  (or  too  large,  as  we  shall  see!)  it  ceases  to  be 
convenient,  auid  some  other  time  interval  T  (such  as  for  example)  could  be 

used  as  a  time  normalization  constant. 

In  performing  this  renormeilization  of  time,  we  replace  T  with  t  in 
equation  (2.3^)  and  on  all  related  equations  from  then  on.  By  letting  t  =  0  in 
equations  (2.29)  and  (2.30),  1^^  etnd  i^^  disappear  frcma  the  expressions  for  i^^ 
and  igg. 

The  result  of  this  is  that  the  charge  storage  in  the  base  along  with 
its  related  current  will  be  negligible,  and  only  the  recombination  canponent 
of  the  base  current  needs  to  be  considered.  Then,  the  equilibrium  equations 
will  not  contain  terms  like  z^  and  8^.  Except  for  this,  the  theory  is  exactly 
the  same,  and  applies  exactly  in  the  same  way. 
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5.3  Case  of  Negligible  Exteiml  Capacitances 

Again  we  have  a  posslhle,  although  unlikely  situation^  which  becomes 
Important  especleCLly  because  it  can  be  solved  in  a  special  way,  i.e.,  not  Just 
an  extension  of  the  general  theory. 

By  making  T^,  and  all  zero  in  equations  (2.87),  (2.88) 

and  (2.90),  we  would  get,  respectively: 


For  the  asymmetric  flipflop,  from  (2.87) 


y  =  -f(l  -  p)tanhx  -  i  (1  +  R  G  )x  +  (l  +  2B  +  p)  +  2  ^  si-  cosh^ 
R  L  p  .  3  p  R  1 


(5.1) 


For  the  symmetric  Eccles-Jordsui  flipflop,  we  get  from  (2.88) 


R  r  ,  R  'I  „ 

y  =  ^  |(l  -  p)tanhx  "  ^  (l  +  ~ 


(5.2) 


For  the  nonsynmetric  Eccles -Jordan  flipflop,  i.e.,  the  most  generail 


case,  directly  from  (2.90): 


<“■  *  =  fie  {(1  .  ej  -  (-ifd  -  . 

+  (-1)*^  ^  y  sech^x  +  2  “  SjJ- 


SO  that,  since  x  =  -  x^,  we  get: 


(5.3) 
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-  ■  *  •’i’  *  ■  ‘’l’*”**  •  ^  ®  “J 

■  (1  -  «L°g^)  {'"  *  "  “a)  -  ^  ®  ^ 's} 

(5.4) 


with  the  result  that: 


y  = 


2 

cosh  X 


Pl^sl 


^2^s2 


lLl  +  R„nGi..  1-Rs2V 


^  «82S^''o2 


tanhx  -  X 


rp^(l  +  2B^  +  p^)  PgCl  +  28^  +  pg)' 


1  +  R  .G, 
si  Ip 


1  +  R  oGo 
s2  2p 


+  2 


^2^82^2 


(1+  R  „G„ 

'  s2  2p 


(5.5) 


} 


So,  in  every  caise  we  have  y  =  course  we  are  assuming  that 
s  (t)  is  a  rectangulea*  function.  Therefore,  we  can  find  x(t),  or  better  t(x), 
by  the  formula: 


t 


where  y^(|)  =  f^(|) 


(5.6) 


and  we  mean  that,  If  p  changes,  at  a  certain  point,  we  must  find  Its  ahclssa 

X  ,  and  continue  the  Integration  after  x  with  the  new  function  of  x. 
a  a 

It  is  easy  to  see  from  equations  (2.8?)  and  (2.88)  that  these  cases 
are  still  exactly  solvable  even  if  only  =  0  and  ^  0,  in  the  same  way  as 
when  =  0.  The  only  difference  is  that,  in  (5.l)  and  (5.2),  instead 

Ro  2 

of  ^  cosh  X  as  a  factor  on  the  right-hand  side,  we  shall  have  the  following 

Rg 

modifications : 
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Por  the  asymmetric  case,  from  (2.87),  replace, 

R  - 

in  (5.1),  ^  cosh  X  by  - - - ^  (5.7) 

s  „  sech  X  .  i 

^s  “r  T 

o 

For  the  symmetric  case,  frcm  (2.88),  replace, 

in  (5.2),  ^  cosh^x  by  - ^ ^  (5.8) 

s  „  sech  X  ^ 

3  R  2T 

o 

Note  in  (2.9O)  that,  if  =  0,  even  the  nonsymmetric  case  is  con¬ 
siderably  simplified,  since  it  will  be  reduced  to  a  second  order  case,  i.e., 
two  first  order  equations.  Then,  if  system  can  be  exactly  solved. 

Just  like  the  symmetric  case.  Otherwise  it  would  be  approximately  solvable,  like 
the  nondegenerate  symmetric  system. 

5.^  Nonsymmetric  Eccles-Jordan  Flipflops 

The  difficulty  in  the  case  of  the  nonsymmetric  Eccles-Jordan  flipflop 
is  that  there  is  no  way  (except  for  some  extremely  fortunate  coincidence)  to 
reduce  the  two  equations  (2.7^)  in  x^  and  x^  into  a  single  equation.  The  fact 
is  that  this  circuit  has  one  more  degree  of  freedom  euid  there  is  no  possible 
reduction  to  the  previous  cases.  Nevertheless,  we  can  do  something  about  solving 
the  system.  Suppose  that  we  carry  out  an  approximation  of  equations  (2.7^), 
tsdcing  9(x)  instead  of  tanh  x  Just  as  we  have  done  to  obtain  equation  (2.103}« 
The  result  will  be  the  pair  of  equations  expressed  by  (2.104),  whose  coefficients 
are  shown  in  Table  1.2,  and  which  is  repeated  below  for  convenience: 
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*  V  *  °iv*  ♦  ^ 

(2.104) 

+  fj^(S)[6(x  +  i)  -  6(x  -  i)l  +  +  rij^s^ 

» 

with 


k  =  1,  2 

These  two  equations  are  coupled  only  in  the  active  region  II  (here  the 
three  regions  are  still  defined  in  terms  of  the  hase-to-base  voltage  variable 
X  =  -  Xg).  Except  for  region  II,  each  equation  is  of  the  same  form  as 

(2.103)1 

Thus,  we  can  define  another  plane  where  and  Xg  are  represented 
independently  but  on  the  same  horizontal  axis.  Call  it  the  x^^  axis. 

In  this  plane,  y^^  and  y^  would  also  be  represented  independently  but  ^ 

on  the  same  vertical  axis.  Call  it  the  y,  axis. 

k 

We  will  still  divide  this  plaine  into  three  regions,  but  the  region 
boxaidaries  will  be  determined  on  the  (x,y)  plane,  rather  than  on  the 
plane. 

That  is  to  say;  If  x  is  in  region  I  or  lEI  of  the  (x,y)  pleuie  then 
x^  is  in  its  region  or  III^  and  Xg  is  in  its  region  Ig  or  Illg  of  the 
(Xj^,yjj)  plane. 

If  X  is  in  region  II  of  the  (x,y)  plane,  then  both  x^  and  Xg  will  be 

y^^)  plane. 

Therefore,  region  II,  which  is  nothing  but  the  representation  of  the  ^ 

active  region  of  both  planes,  in  the  case  of  the  plane j  will  correspond 

to  two  regions,  one  for  x^^  and  another  for  Xg.  These  regions  are  determined  by  ^ 

the  values  of  and  Xg  when  Ix^  -  Xg|  *  ^  (see  Pig.  25). 


in  their  respective  regions  II^  and  Ilg  of  the  (xj^. 


Ta  turn^  these  vedues  depend  only  on  how  they  steurti  l.e.,  the 
relative  vedues  of  their  respective  Initial  ordinates  y^^  cmd  and  which 
one  starts  firat  (receives  a  trigger  first).  So>  the  regions  for  nay  not 
coincide  at  all  with  the  regions  for  and  besides  they  have  a  certain  con> 

y^)  plane  the  region 
configuration  Is  a  function  of  the  system  and  of  the  triggers. 

Another  plane  Is  very  helpful^  and  can  be  used.  It  Is  the  (x^^x^) 
plane,  In  which  the  active  region  Is  a  strip  of  parallel  lines  going  through 
the  origin,  intersecting  the  coordinate  axes  at  points  (+  j,  +  i)  thus  bisecting 
the  first  and  third  quadrants.  The  representative  point  Q  of  the  system  is 
the  point  of  coordinates  (Xj^,Xg),  and  It  is  a  simple  matter  to  go  from  the  time 
scaled  trajectories  of  the  two  points  and  In  the  plane  to  the 

treijectory  of  Q  in  the  (xj^,X2)  plane. 

Use  of  the  (xj^,X2)  pleuie  makes  it  easier  for  us  to  find  the  points 
^*la^^la^  ^2a^  where  (x^^^  -  Xg-)  *  ±  ^  (the  sign  +  according  to  the 

direction  of  the  transition),  i.e.,  the  points  where  x  enters  or  leaves  the 
active  region. 

Now,  inside  the  active  region,  equations  (2.104)  form  a  system  of 
two  linear  second  order  differential  equations  in  Xj^(t),  k  =  1,  2.  We  can 
easily  solve  this  system  of  equations  for  x^(t)  and  x^Ct),  y^(t)  and  y^Ct),  and 
so,  x(t)  =  -  Xg  and  y(t)  =  y^^  -  yg  found,  and  from  these,  the  points 

^^20^^20^  where  x  comes  out  of  the  active  region. 

From  then  on,  the  equations  (2.104)  are  again  independent,  and  the 
remaining  trajectories  y^C^c^)  and  y2(Xg)  ceui  be  found.  Figure  25  illustrates 
this  discussion* 

The  case  where  both  and  or  Just  are  negligible  has  already 
deserved  special  mention  in  the  previous  section,  for  it  is  exactly  solved  by 
equations  (5*1)  to  (5.8). 


figuration  only  for  a  given  transition:  i.e.,  in  the 


5.5  Other  Types  of  Trigger 
5.5.1  Introduction 

We  have  concentrated  our  efforts  on  a  theory  using  a  recteingular  trigger 
for  two  main  reasons:  the  wave  form  can  often  be  approximated  by  a  recteuagular 
form,  and  a  rectanguleu:  trigger  lends  Itself  easily  to  a  phase  plane  treatment. 

We  feel,  however,  that  some  comments  are  necessary  on  the  most 
common  nonrectsmgular  trigger  waveforms,  such  as  those  mentioned  In  2.4. 


5.5.2  Impulse  Trigger 

A  trigger  can  be  considered  as  an  Impulse  If  the  two  approximate 
conditions  hold: 


(1)  W  »  W  . 

'  av  min 

(11)  +  Alg 


J 


(5.9) 


where : 

(i)  =  average  trigger  current  variable 

(ii)  =  minimum  rectangular  trigger  amplitude  necessary 

for  a  transition 

(111)  =  W  •  T^,  Is  the  charge  transported  by  the 

trigger 

(iv)  T.  =  trigger  duration,  assumed  here  to  be  well  defined 
(v)  dqg,  as  defined  In  (4.6.2),  are  the  toteJ. 

variations  of  charge  between  the  two  states,  of, 
respectively,  the  Input  capacitors  8uad  the 


base  storages 
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(vl)  To  simplify  matters,  we  shall  reason  only  with  the 
asymnetrlc  or  syometrlc  fllpflops  In  this  section. 

If  conditions  (5.9)  are  met,  there  are  two  ways  to  compute  transition 
times  (in  the  case  of  an  Impulse  trigger  the  transition  waveforms  are  meaning¬ 
less);  we  will  assimie  that 

As  the  crudest  possible  transition  time  evaliiation,  assimie  a 
rectangular  trigger  of  amplitude  W  and  duration  T.  =  T„_.  Then 

SV  X 


-  ®  TT 

^0  a  '^av 


=  |£Lw 
^01 


(5.10) 


T  =  /  ^  = 

tr  J  Yq 


mo  "  *10^ 


mW 


(5.11) 


av 


"10 


We  find  from  its  normal  form 


ITT 


oi 


TR  ■  ("l  +  R  G^)W  ^ 
'  s  0'  av 


if  T  =  T 
^  ^TR 


(5.12) 


As  a  less  crude  method,  assume  the  transition  is  complete  when  the 
charge  fed  by  the  trigger  into  the  input  capacitances  and  the  bases  is  equal 
to  the  total  charge  vetriation  between  the  stable  states  : 

(5.13) 

Ve  are  implicitly  assuming  that  the  charge  lost  through  both  recom¬ 
bination  inside  the  bases  and  the  input  resistemces  during  the  transition  is 
small  coopared  to  the  variation  of  stored  charge.  The  trigger  duration  is  again 
assxjmed  to  be  optimimi. 


From  (4.61*^), 
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ajj  ■=  mcxij 


(5.14) 


(5.15) 


^  =  “^av^t  =  WiR 


(5.16) 


Frcan  (5-^3)^  after  denormalizing  into 


■'ra  ■  r- "  ^oi(^  *  "A”'  ’■t-'^TR  <5.17) 

av 


where  H  =  1,  2,  is  the  symmetry  factor. 

Further  simplif icaxion  in  (5-12)  and  (5-17)  is  possible  if  »  0. 


We  get  from  (5-12): 


T'  -  — 
TR  W 


(5.18) 


and  from  (5.17) 


•ra'  — 


(5.19) 


And  we  see  that  assumption  of  a  consteuat  value  of  y(x)  is  equiva¬ 
lent  to  neglecting  the  transistor's  collector  time  constant  T  with  respect  to 
which  may  he  warranted  or  not.  From  (5.19)^  we  conclude  that 


T'  ■  —  al_ 
min 


(5.20) 


is  the  minimum  transition  time  that  ceua  he  obtained  from  the  given  transistors 
and  trigger  (hy  making  *  O).  As  a  result,  we  can  use 
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%  "  ^5.21) 

as  a  figure  of  merit  of  a  transistor  for  use  in  switching  circuits. 

And  for  the  flipflop  and  trigger  we  have: 

<5-22) 

5-5-3  Exponential  or  Sinusoidal  Triggers 

Here  the  trigger  waveforms  are  continuously  changing  functions  of 
time,  and  therefore  phase  plane  treatment  is  not  indicated,  since  the  time 
variable  appears  explicitly  in  the  dlfferentied  equation(s)  and  cannot  be 
eliminated. 

We  have  to  work  either  in  the  time  domain  or  in  the  frequency  dcxnain 
by  means  of  integral,  transforms.  It  is,  in  general,  easy  to  solve,  directly  or, 
for  instance,  by  Laplace  transforms,  the  three  region  second  order  linear 
differential  equation  under  an  exponential  or  sinusoidal  forcing  function,  so 
that,  in  any  given  problem,  a  numerical  solution  can  always  be  found  for  wave¬ 
forms,  transition  times,  etc. 

A  theory  covering  these  and  other  time- varying  trigger  waveforms, 
i.e.,  finding  analytical,  expressions,  relationships,  approximate  formulae  and 
methods  for  the  fast  calculation  of  transition  times,  waveforms,  etc.,  would  be 
an  entirely  new  proposition  altogether,  and  clearly  outside  the  scope  of  a 
phase  plane  theory  of  flipflops  such  as  the  present  work  proposes  to  be. 

5.6  Use  of  Integral  Transformations 

In  any  of  the  three  regions,  (2.103)  is  a  lineau:  second  order  dif¬ 
ferential  equation,  and  (2.104)  is  a  system  of  two  lineaur  second  order 


differental  equations. 
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Therefore  integral  transform— or  operational  methods— except  for 
other  reasons--cem  be  used,  with  whatever  advantage  one  might  have  from  them. 
In  particulenr,  Laplace  transform  methods  could  be  used.  Kie  main  advantage  of 
these  transform  methods  is  that  they  simplify  the  solution  of  the  differential 
equation  under  an  arbitrary  transformable  forcing  function.  In  our  case,  the 
arbitrary  trigger.  One  added  advantage  of  these  methods  is  that  they  make  it 
easy  to  solve  (2.1014-)  for  x,  which  is  the  system's  state  variable. 

The  results  are  presented  below,  for  completeness: 

From  (2.103)  one  gets; 


r  W^(a)  =^[8(t)] 


with  ^  x(0)  =JJ[x(t)] 


^  a  =  Cj,  +  Ja^  is  a  complex  variable 


X(a) 


%o 


+  no  +  d. 


a(ay0 


+  b,,  0  +  c.,  ) 
V|l“ 


W^(0)  + 


^O'^  ^0 


where  PQ:(xQ,yQ)  is  the  initial  point  under  each  V|i-condition. 
From  (2.1014-)  one  gets : 


with 


K(a)=^[s^(t)] 

^  \ia)  =JC[Xj^(t)] 


(5.23) 


And  also: 


X 


^0  ~  ^10  “  ^20 


Parameters  are  as  given  in  Table  1.2. 
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X(ff) 


a{(a^a^b^^<TfC3^^)(a2a^b2^<74-C2^)  -  I  (a{^-a^^)a^  +  (b;^.b'^)a  +  (c|^-c'^)]) 


*nO  +  Vr 


(5.24) 


where  PQ:(xQ,yQ)  is  the  inltieJ.  point  under  each  v>i  condition. 

This  makes  it  obvious  why  the  approximate  and  graphical  methods  are 

important  1 

We  can  ailso  find  Xj^(o)  suid  X2(o)>  by: 


Xj^(a)  = 


/(■n^y/  +  '^kV^ 


(5.25) 


*k0°  ^  ^kO 


where  ^j^q*  ^*lt0’^k0^  initial  point  under  each  v^i  condition. 

Since  X(a)  would  have  to  be  found  first,  this  makes  it  doubly  obvious 
why  the  approximate  euid  graphiced  methods  are  important. 


5.7  Summary 

In  this  chapter  we  have  shown  how  two  degenerate  cases  (t  =  C  amd 
=  0)  relate  to  the  theory  presented  so  far.  The  case  of  T  =  0  was 
shown  to  be  essentially  included  in  the  theory,  since  t  has  been  used  as  a 
normalization  constant  for  no  other  reason  than  that  of  convenience.  The  other 
case  of  *  0,  or  *  0,  have  been  shown  to  be  exactly  solvable,  the 

first  even  for  the  nonsymmetric  flipflop,  auid  the  second  for  at  least  the 


asymmetric  and  symmetric  flipflops,  and  possibly  (if  -  R^g)  for  the 
nonsymmetric  case  which,  at  any  rate,  is  reduced  to  a  system  of  the  second 
order, 

A  phase  plane  method  suitable  for  the  general  nonsymmetric  Eccles- 
Jordan  flipflop  was  given,  and  a  discussion  showed  that  there  are  areas  where 
the  nonsymmetric  flipflop  is  equivalent  to  two  independent  asymmetric  flipflops 
(regions  I  and  III);  the  trajectories  in  the  active  region  (region  III)  must  be 
found  by  solution  of  the  system  in  the  time  domain. 

Finally,  we  have  discussed  other  types  of  trigger  waveform.  Besides 
the  almost  trivial  impulse  trigger,  for  which  some  relationships  have  been 
established,  the  other  cases,  such  as  exponential  or  sinusoid,  cannot  be  treated 
by  a  phase  plane  theory.  They  can  be  treated  analytically  or  numerically; 
however  no  general  results  etre  available.  The  equations  must  be  solved  in  each 
specific  case. 

Approximations  (2.103)  and  (2.104)  are  also  important  in  allowing  a 
phase  plane  treatment  of  the  most  important  cases  (second  order),  besides 
allowing  treatment  in  the  time  domain  (directly)  or  in  the  frequency  dcanain 
(integral  transforms)  for  any  case. 

Finally,  we  have  briefly  discussed  the  application  of  Laplace  trans¬ 
form  methods  to  (2.103 )  and  (2.104),  and  presented  special  formula  (5*23)  and 
entirely  general  formula  (5.24),  thus  covering  all  possibilities. 


6.  EXPERIMENTAL  EXAMPLES 


6.1  Introduction 

Tte  present  chapter  has  a  double  purpose.  We  wish  to  Illustrate  the 
application  of  some  of  the  described  procedures,  and  also  to  test  the  accuracy 
of  the  theoretical  results  as  compared  to  experimental  fact.  No  extensive 
program  of  experimentation  is  intended;  only  a  few  examples  were  treated  which 
should  sxiffice  to  provide  seme  feeling  for  the  quality  of  the  theory. 

The  experiments  we  have  carried  out  consist  in  triggering  a  flipflop 
with  a  rectangular  current  trigger  from  what  was  practicedly  a  current  source, 
i.e.,  the  collector  of  a  trsuisistor«  The  trigger  had  a  reasonably  good  waveform 
but  we  did  not  attempt  to  obtain  an  exceptionally  good  recteuigular  shape. 

As  for  the  flipflops  themselves,  we  took  two  classes:  one  was  a 

slowed-down  flipflop  where  relatively  large  capacitors  were  paralleled  with 

the  base-to-ground  and  collector-to-ground  terminals;  the  other  had  Just 

parasitic  capacitances,  which  were  carefully  measured.  Only  the  asymmetric 

structure  was  used.  In  each  case  transition  times  euid  waveforms  were  measured 

and  recorded  for  different  values  of  trigger  amplitude  and  various  values  of 

and  R  . 

0 

Corresponding  calculated  values  were  found  and  comparisons  between 
theoreticeil  eind  experimental  values  are  presented  in  the  tables.  The  transistors 
used  were  the  same  for  all  flipflops,  2N1309*s. 

6.2  Measurement  of  T,  and  C 

— —  ■ .  . -  1  o 

The  collector  time  constant  T  detemines  the  influence  of  the  base 
current  terms  upon  the  solution  of  the  flipflop  equation. 

Whenever  T  is  negligible  compared  to  the  other  time  constants  of  the 
system,  it  becomes  irrelevant  and  the  beise  current  terms  may  be  ignored,  as 
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In  Cihapter  But  if  T  Is  ccmparable  to  the  other  syston  time  consteuatsj  it 
becomes  critical  and  must  be  carefully  meeisuz«d. 

The  system  used  here  was  as  follows: 

a)  The  trcuislstor  pair  whose  collector  time  constants  (assvimed  equal)  are  to  be 
measvired  were  assembled  into  a  switching  amplifier,  with  no  collector  lead, 
and  a  current  of  1  ma  fed  into  the  parallel  emitters. 

b)  A  (periodically  repeated)  step  voltage  with  amplitude  just  enough  to  switch 
the  current  from  one  transistor  to  emother  was  applied  to  the  beise  of  T^, 
and  the  base  current  of  Tg  was  recorded  and  Integrated  with  respect  to 
time  (see  Fig.  25). 

c)  Since  there  is  only  a  negligible  volteige  variation  at  the  base  of  Tg 
(grounded  lead)  the  parasitic  cax>acltances  have  only  a  negligible  effect 
on  the  measurmnent.  Recombination  current  can  also  be  neglected  in  compar¬ 
ison  to  the  storage  current. 

Frcan  Fig.  25  we  obtain  by  integration 

T  =  15.1  nsec  (6.1) 

The  parsltlc  capacitances  have  to  be  measured  in  situ.  This  ceui  be 
done  by  measuring  the  time  constants  of  voltage  curves  under  applied  step 
currents.  So,  Figs.  27  and  28  yield  emd  in  all  regions.^  is  found  to 
vary  slightly  fran  one  region  to  another  (Figs.  6.5a  and  6.5b)  but  remains 
essentially  the  same  in  edl  regions.  In  calculating  it  is  necesseury  to  sub¬ 
tract  the  injected  current  time  constant  ("Tj  =  15  nsec)  from  the  totsJ.  collector 
voltage  time  constant  (t^  =  6l  nsec)  in  order  to  obtain  the  true  collector 

circuit  time  constsuit  (t  ■  R  C  =46  nsec). 

0  0  0 

^  is  the  base-to-ground  capacitance  of  T^j  is  the  collector-to-ground 
capacitance  of  Tg  (see  Fig.  3  and  sdso  Fig.  5  For  comparison). 


0.9  mo 


R6iW  26:  base  current  DUE  TO  CHARGE  STORAGE. 


BASE  VOmOE  RISE  IN  REGION  I  ON)  b:  BASE  VOLTAGE  RISE  IN  REGION  III  (T,  OFF) 
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56.7  pf  in  region  I 

66.7  pf  in  region  III 


FIGURE  28:  COLLECTOR  VOLTAGE  RISE  UNDER  INJECTED  CURRENT 

Curve:  v  vs.  t 
c 

Scales :  Vert . :  90  ov/ div 

Horlz . :  20  nsec/ dlv 

ToteO.  time  constant:  =  6l  nsec 

Time  constant  of  the  injected  current:^  »  15  nsec 

Time  constant  of  the  collector  circuit: 

R  C  =  T  =46  nsec 
o  o  o 

Since  R  =  1  Kfi,  C  =  46  pf 
o  o 


This  Is  not  done  in  the  measurement  of  since  in  normal  operation 
the  trigger  circuit  does  contribute  to  whereas  it  does  not  contribute  to 

^o* 

We  get  the  values  presented  in  (6.4). 

By  way  of  approximation  we  have  used  as  a  value  of  in  region  II 
the  average  of  its  values  in  regions  I  and  III,  although  in  reality  it  is  a 
continuously  changing  value. 


6.3  Equation  Peurameters 

We  have  considered  two  possibilities: 

1.  A  flipflop  loaded  with  relatively  large  capacitors. 

2.  A  flipflop  with  only  parsitic  capacitances. 

For  case  1  we  used 

C.  =  0.02  ^if  and  C  =  0.01  pf 
i  *  o 

and  had 


R  *  2  kn  and  =  1  kO 

i  o 


(6.2) 


(6.3) 


In  case  2  there  sire  only  parasitic  capacitances: 

r 

56.7  In  region  I 

=  <  61.7  in  region  II  and  =  46.0  pf  (6.4) 

66.7  in  region  III 

The  two  resistors  were  chosen  to  be 


=  2  kn  and  R^  -  1  kO  (6.5) 


Besides  this  we  had: 
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Case  1:  ^  “  3  ma;  ^  ^  p  *  10 

Case  2;  =  5  ma;  -  0.9  ma,  p  *  10 


(6.6) 


with  the  vedues  of  p  calculated  on  the  assumption  that  ^  ® 

In  both  cases  the  value  of  was  adjusted  to  make  the  system  state 
symmetric,  i^e.,  to  have  the  stable  values  of  the  base  voltage  of  symmetric 
with  respect  to  ground. 

Table  XI  presents  these  peurameter  vedues  in  a  convenient  form. 

The  equation  coefficients  are  obtained  from  Tables  I  and  II,  and 
presented  in  Table  XII. 

Notice  that  all  three  cases  are  normalized  with  respect  to  T. 


6.4  An  Illustrative  Example 

In  order  to  illustrate  some  of  the  techniques  described  in  the  previous 
chapters,  we  shall  consider  case  2,  under  a  rectangulsur  current  trigger  of 
amplitude 

W  =  0.667^  i.e.,  I^  «  0.6  ma 

and  we  will  calculate  the  delay,  active,  balance  and  transition  times  by 
three  different  methods,  and  comp8a:*e  the  theoretical  results  with  the  experi¬ 
mental  ones. 

a)  Graphical  Method  A:  see  Pigs.  32  and  33 

b)  Approximate  Method  B:  see  Fig.  34 

c)  Iterative  Numeric  Method. 


¥ 
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table  XII.  PARAMETERS  AND  CONSTANTS  INVOLVED  IN  THE  EQUATIONS 
REPRESENTING  THE  TWO  EXPERIMENTAL  FLIPFLOPS 
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a) 


b) 


c) 


Upper  curve ! 
Lover  curve ;  v 

0 

Vert. 


Scales 


=  { 


Horlz 


V8.  t 

vs.  t 

;  0.25  v/div 

. !  10  4sec/ div 


v^  vs.  t 


Vj^  vs.  t 


Long  trigger  Optimum  trigger 


v^  vs.  t 
o 

Long  trigger 
Scales 


v^  vs.  t 
o 


Optimum  trigger 


Vert.:  1.0  v/dlv 
Horlz.:  0.5  msec/dlv 


vs.  v^  (approximate) 

{Upper  curve:  long  trigger 
Lower  curve:  optimum  trigger 

Scales: 

Horlz.:  0.25  v/dlv 


FIGURE  29:  TRANSITION  CURVES  FOR  CASE  1 


Comments : 

Part  a)  illustrates  the  relationship  between  the  transition  curves  for 
base  volteige  and  Tg  collector  voltage  v^.  Delay,  active  and 
bedance  times  are  apparent.  The  time  duration  of  the  transmission 
phases  can  be  measured  from  it* 

Peirt  b)  illustrates  the  effects  of  trigger  duration  upon  the  waveforms  of 

both  v.  and  v_ 
i  o« 

Peurt  c)  is  an  approximate  phaise  pleuie  portrait  of  the  transition,  both  for  the 
long  trigger  (upper  curve,  showing  the  return  of  P  from  to  X^q, 
after  trigger  turn-off)  and  optimum  trigger.  Both  curves  are  slightly 
tilted  to  the  ri^t  due  to  larperfect  differentiation  of  v^. 
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FIGURE  30:  TRANSITION  CURVE  FOR  CASE  2, 
WITH  W  =  0*445;  vs.  t 


Scales : 


r  Vert.:  0.225  v/div 
\  Horiz.:  20  nsec/div 


I 

I 

i 


I 


\ 


I 


FIGURE  31:  TRANSITION  CURVE  FOR  CASE  2, 
WITH  W  =  0.667;  vs.  t 


Scales : 


Vert,:  0.225  v/div 
Horiz.:  20  nsec/div 


FIGURE  32:  CASE  2,  W« 0.667 -GRAPHICAL  METHOD  A. 


FIGURE  33:  CASE  2.  W> 0.667 -SIMPLIFIED  GRAPHICAL  METHOD  A. 


FIGURE  34:  CASE  2.  W> 0.667- APPROXIMATE  METHOD 
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Graphical  Method  A 

We  calculate  Ax^^^,  x^,  x^^^^  and  jTq  by  the 

formulae  on  Table  II: 

*10  =  -P  f'-  -  -P  =  -10 

Axj  =  nW  =  i^'0.0 

*11  =  *10  ^  =  30.0 

*1110  =  +P  «  +p  =  +10 
h 

AXjjj  =  nW  =  UO.O 
*1111  =  *1110  ^  ^II  =  50.0 


yo  =  ^  W  =  2.19 


We  also  need  X  and  v®  find  from  the  note  on  equations  (3.60) 


m 


II 


2a 


=  0.988 


II 


eind^  obviously, 


-b^^  +  - 


=  =  0 142 

Vi  2a 


Then  (see  Fig.  34): 
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(i)  We  draw  the  line 

(ii)  Intersection  of  P  with  x  =  -  ^  is  P 

O  xX  /  cL 


1.72 


(iii)  Using  equation  (3.6la.i)  we  find  y,  from  y  : 

D  8r 

=  h 


We  have: 


ya  =  1.72 


and: 


i  =  0.988 


so: 


=  0.92 

(iv)  Draw,  through  the  line  of  slope  whose 

intersection  with  x  =  +  ^  is  P  .  Since 

/  c 


throvigh 


Ax  =  2.86 


causes 


Ay  =  0.406 
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so  that 

=  1.33 

(v)  is  found  from  by  (3.6lb.i). 

Yd  =  (1  + 


We  have: 


=  1-33 


8uid: 


/  =  0,988 


so: 


=  3.00 


(vi)  (Simplified  in  our  case)  we  draw  the  line 

and  its  intersection  with  x  =  is  P  . 

mo  e 


^e  “  ^d  • 


*^11 


=  2.52 


nil  7 


The  time  intervals  over  the  trajectoiycan  be  calculated  by  using 
equation  (4.21)^  which  we  repeat  here,  for  convenience,  in  a  slightly  different, 
but  equivalent  form: 


.  .  Ax  ^  ,  ’^b 

t.  -  t  =  -T —  Jw  — 
b  a  Ay  y 

Gl 


(6.7) 
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i 


Applied  to  region  I  we  get: 


T  =  — -  — 

B  yo  Yq 


=  U.31 


^IT  ^e 

Tb  -  ^  w  -  =  3.05 


■^T  '  ■'d  *  ’'a  ’'b  ' 


Therefore, 


T^  •  T  =  65.1  nsec 

*  38-^  nsec 

Tg  •  *  46.0  nsec 

•  T  a  149.5  nsec 


f 


> 


Similarly  we  can  find  the  trajectory  for  the  other  cases  and  fill 
out  Table  XIII. 1. 

Experimental  values  for  the  time  durations  over  the  trajectories  are 
taken  from  Figs.  29  and  30,  which  are  reproductions  of  pictures  of  oscilloscope 
images  of  the  actual  transitions. 

Observe  on  Table  XIV.  1  the  excellent  agreement  between  experimental 
and  calcxilated  vsdues  of  total  transition  times  (T^).  Notice  aJ^so  that  in 
case  1,  the  agreement  for  the  partial  time  durations  (Tj^,  T^,  T^)  is  also 
excellent.  But  in  case  2  the  agreement  for  the  partial  time  durations,  ailthough 


TABLE  XIII.  DESCRIPTION  OF  APPROXIMATE  TRAJECTORIES  BY  METHOD  A 
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effects  of  base  charge  storage  are  negligible  compared  to  the  charge  stored  in 


TABLE  XIV.  COMPARISON  OF  TIME  INTERVALS  OVER  THE  TRAJECTORIES  OF  TRANSITIONS 
BOTH  CALCULATED  BY  METHOD  A  AND  MEASURED 


Units  I  ^sec  I  nsec  I  I  nsec 
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fair,  is  less  satisfactory.  There  is,  however,  a  compensation  of  errors, 
especially  between  values  of  and  T^.  This  seems  to  be  a  property  of  this 
approximate  way  of  taking  the  base  current  into  account.  When  the  base  current 
has  negligible  effect,  as  in  case  1,  this  effect  does  not  occur. 

An  apparently  paradoxical  fact  is  that  we  get  a  better  agreement  on 
partial  times,  although  worse  for  the  total  transition  time,  if  we  take  X  =  0, 
i.e,,  if  we  completely  neglect  the  effect  of  the  second  derivative  of  the  base 
current.  The  graph  is  shown  in  Fig.  33>  and  Tables  XIII. 2  and  XIV. 2  present 
the  ordinates  and  times  for  this  very  simple  procedure. 

This  apparent  paradox  can  be  explained  if  we  consider  our  type  of 
approximation  at  the  model  level.  The  piecewise  linear  model  has  a  behavior 
that  differs  in  detail  from  the  nonlinear  real  transistor  pair;  but  the  dif¬ 
ference  is  such  that  it  tends  to  cancel  out  over  the  different  phases  of  a 
trajectory,  yielding  good  overall  results. 

If  an  approximation  at  the  equation  level  had  been  used,  no  impulses 
would  appear.^  Clearly,  ignoring  the  impulses  brings  us  "closer”  to  such  a 
type  of  approximation  in  the  sense  of  yielding  a  solution  differing  less  from 
the  exact  one.  The  differences,  however,  although  smaller,  do  not  average  out, 
and  the  overall  result  is,  as  expected,  not  so  good. 

Considering  the  crudeness  of  this  graphical  method  B,  it  is  an 
additional  advantage  that  the  results  tend  to  be  conservative,  yet  fairly  close 
to  the  experimental  values. 

A  last  ccxnment  is  necessary  here.  We  pointed  out  the  fact  that  in 
case  1,  where  we  had  the  (in  practice)  exact  values  of  all  the  circuit  components, 


This  would  also  be  true  if  the  approximation  at  the  model  level  had  a  smooth 
characteristic  (i.e.,  continuous  with  differentiable  first  derivative),  which 
is  not  the  case  of  the  piecewise  linear  function  9(x). 
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I 

Including  known  constant  capacitors  the  agreement  is  as  good  as  one  can 
possibly  have.  So,  we  infer  that  part  of  the  error  obtained  in  case  2  should 
be  blamed  on  nonconstant  capacitances  and  the  necessarily  incorrect  values 
taken  for  them. 


6.4.2  Approximate  Graphical  Method  B 

Figure  34  and  the  description  given  in  subsection  4.4.3  entirely 
complement  each  other. 


=  ^  (x  ) 
dx  '  lO' 


_  ^  =  S  -  -  =  0.0745 
ay-Q-'-a  m  a- 


with  a,  b,  m,  n  calcvilated  for  =  II.  And 


0.0757 


% 


where  y^  =  2.52  is  obtained  from  the  graphiced  construction  itself. 

etnd  given  in  Table  XII.  Observe  that,  in  order  to 

obtain  a  closer  detailed  approximation,  we  have  taken  ^  =  0. 

The  numericed  vedues  of  the  ordinates  of  the  break  points  are  pre¬ 
sented  together  with  the  graph  in  Fig.  34  itself. 

Successive  application  of  equation  (4.21)  to  the  five  branches  a,  b, 
c,  d,  e,  of  the  piecewise  linear  approximate  phase  plane  path  yields  the  time 
intervals  over  these  five  phsises  of  the  transition. 

This  is  certainly  not  true,  and  is  actually  a  somewhat  crude  approxi¬ 
mation,  consistent  with  good  results  for  two  reasons:  region  II  is  relatively 
narrow,  so  this  assumption  affects  little  the  value  of  8uad  the  error 
propagates  only  to  region  III,  yielding  poor  values  of  T^,  but  still  good  values 

D 

of 
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The  following  variation  of  method  B  is  less  subject  to  this 
restriction: 

a)  Instead  of  assuming  the  path  to  be  a  line  of  slope  inside  region  II, 

we  draw  the  lines  of  slope  ^pill  point  and  we  draw, 

through  P  ,  an  approximate  hyperbolic  arc  consistent  with  the  two  asymptotes, 
a 

This  arc  shall  be  taken  as  an  approximation  to  the  trajectory  inside  region 
II,  and  its  intersection  with  the  line  x  =  +  -^  determines  the  ordinate  y^ 
of  (we  take  £  =  O). 

b)  We  proceed  in  region  III  as  for  the  regular  method  B. 

The  results  are  presented  in  Table  XVI,  alor^J  with  corresponding 
experimental  values.  Notice  that  this  method  allows  us  to  distinguish  more 
distinct  phases  of  the  path,  i.e.,  one  phase  for  each  value  of  ^  (over  this 
approximate  broken  line  path). 

We  can  see  that  the  agreement  is  exceedingly  good  for  region  I  and  II, 
even  for  the  detailed  shape  of  the  curve,  but  it  is  not  so  good  in  region  III. 

The  difficulty  is  mostly  due  to  the  calculation  of  the  branch  in  the 
active  region.  Any  smell  error  in  the  calculation  of  point  y^  is  magnified 
throughout  region  III,  so,  even  with  a  numerical  method  we  should  expect  Isurger 
errors  in  region  III.  Even  the  variations  of  temperature  would  cause  errors 
by  changing  the  transistor-pair  characteristic  through  ^  affecting  especially 
the  boundaries  of  region  II. 

So  far  we  have  assumed  that  the  trajectory  is  a  straight  line  of 
slope  ^^211  ‘t^oughout  region  II. 

c)  Guided  by  the  straight  lines  in  region  I  and  III,  and  by  the  points  P  and 

a 

P^,  we  draw  the  parabolic  arcs  in  region  I  and  III,  and  Join  them  smoothly 
by  a  suitable  arc  inside  region  II,  so  that  these  three  arcs  form  a  curve 
which  shall  be  taken  to  be  eui  approximation  to  the  read  trajectory. 
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TABLE  XV.  COMPARISON  OF  TIME  INTERVALS  OBTAINED  BY  METHOD  B 
WITH  EXPERIMENTAL  RESULTS 


Time  Interval  (in  nsec) 

Over  Branch 

Theoreticeil 
(by  Method  B) 

Experimental 

23.5 

22 

a 

32.6 

30 

b 

56.1 

52 

a  axid  b^  i.e.^ 
region  I 

19.0 

22 

c  ^  1 .  e .  ^ 
region  II 

18.1 

26 

d 

30.2 

38 

e 

48.3 

64 

d  and  e,  l.e.^ 
region  III 

124.3 

138 

Totel  Transition 

Time 

TABLE  XVI.  COMPARISON  OF  TIME  INTERVALS  OBTAINED  BY  A  VARIANT 
OF  METHOD  B  WITH  EXPERIMENTAL  RESULTS 


Time  Interval  (in  nsec) 


Theoretical 
(by  a  Variant 
of  Method  b) 


Experimental 


Over  Branch 


20.1 


22 


35.2 


30 


55.3 


52 


a  and  b^  i.e.^ 
region  I 


12.0  +  8.9 
=  20.9 


22 


c  and  d,  i.e.^ 
region  II 


23.3 


26 


30.6 


53.9 


130.1 


38 


6k 


138 


f 


e  and  f,  i.e., 
region  III 


Toted  Transition 


19^ 


d)  Now  we  draw  a  convenient  piecewise  linear  appro:<imation  to  this  curve  and, 
by  repeated  applications  of  equation  (U.2l)  to  its  linear  branches,  we  can 
calculate  the  corresponding  time  intervals,*^ 

Note,  in  Table  XVI,  that  the  tendency  persists  for  longer  theoretical 
time  intervals  in  region  I,  and  shorter  in  region  III,  but  results  are  somewhat 
better  than  those  for  plain  method  B.  Note  also  that,  since  this  method  makes 
use  of  a  degree  of  arbitrariness,  results  are  bound  to  vary  a  little  with  the 
operator's  Judgment. 

6.4.3  Iterative  Numerical  Method 

The  iterative  numerical  method  offers  no  special  difficulty.  It  is 
clear  that  equation  (4.4b)  converges  in  every  region. The  values  of 
Mp,  Op  as  well  as  the  computed  ordinates  y^,  y^,  y^,  and  y^  are  shown  in 
Table  XVII.  We  have  again  taken  i  =  0, 

A  direct  application  of  equation  (3*58)  for  each  region  yields  the 
respective  time  durations,  which  are  presented  in  Table  XVIII.  ^ 

Notice  that  the  results  are  somewhat  better  than  for  the  other  methods, 
but  they  are  not  perfect.  It  is  even  worse  for  region  II.  However,  this 
numerical  method  is  the  exact  solution  of  the  differential  equation,  so  we 
conclude  that  an  error  is  due: 


r 

tt 


We  might  be  tempted  to  use  equation  (3*58)  but  this  could  be  disastrous. 
This  eqxiation  is  valid  only  for  points  exactly  on  a  true  trajectory,  and  is 
very  critical.  If  the  points  are  only  approximately  on  a  trajectory,  the 
results  obtained  by  use  of  (3.58)  will  probably  be  meaningless. 

A  rxile  of  thumb  is  to  work  always  with  the  large  magnitude  exponent  7-  . 


1 


4 
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table  XVII.  PARAMETERS  AND  TRAJECTORY  KEY  ORDINATES 
FOR  THE  ITERATIVE  NUMERICAL  METHOD 


Region  I 

Region  II 

Region  III 

“a 

20.68 

-11.82 

24.32 

26.32  -  Yq  =  24.13 

-7.65  -  =  -9.716 

29.45  -  =■  28.24 

2.105 

1.15 

2.44 

2.68  -  Yq  =  0*^9 

0.744  -  y  =  -1.322 

Si 

Yq  “  2.19 

*>  y  =  2,066 
a 

HBSi 

=0  Yg  =  2.294 

TABLE  XVIIl.  COMPARISON  OF  TIME  INTERVALS  OBTAINED  BY  THE  ITERATIVE 
NUMERICAL  METHOD  WITH  EXPERIMENTAL  RESULTS 


Time  Interval  (in  nsec) 

Region 

Theoretical 

Experimental 

58.4 

52 

I 

31.3 

22 

II 

61.6 

64 

III 

151.3 

138 

Total 
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a)  to  the  piecewise  linear  approximation  use  for  the  most  exact  nonlinear 
differential  equation. 

b)  to  assumptions  of  lumped  parameters,  constant  in  each  region. 

c)  to  the  measurement  of  circuit  parameters  and  transistor  constants. 

d)  possible  departure  of  the  transistor  characteristics  from  the  ideal  one 
we  have  assumed. 

e)  the  imperfection  of  the  rectangular  trigger  used  in  the  experiments. 

Under  the  above  considerations  the  error  of  about  ten  per  cent  in 
total,  transition  times,  along  with  the  good  agreement  in  waveform  (in  the  case 
of  method  B,  for  example)  is  a  satisfactory  result. 


I. 


< 


i 


A 
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7.  CONCLUDING  REMARKS 


7.1  Suamary 

The  purpose  of  this  investigation  was  to  describe  in  detail  the 
operation  of  flipflops  from  a  mathematical  point  of  view,  and  to  devise,  based 
on  this  mathematical  description,  practical  methods  of  analysis,  design  and 
optimization  of  both  flipflop  and  triggering  circuits. 

The  mathematical  description  has  been  accomplished  with  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  equations  (2.87)^  (2.88)  and  (2.90)  in  Chapter  2,  and  with  those 
qualitative  aspects  of  their  piecewise  linear  approximations — equations  (2.99)^ 
(2.100),  (2.102) — which  clearly  apply  to  the  original  system. 

Methods  of  analysis  and  design  were  devised  by  means  of  a  detailed 
study  on  the  phase  plane  of  the  piecewise  linear  equations,  taken  as  approxima¬ 
tions  to  the  originsd  nonlinear  equations.  The  singularities  of  the  system, 
the  conditions  for  their  existence  and  the  dependence  of  their  nature  upon 
the  system  parameters,  have  been  thoroughly  described.  The  phase  plane  portrait 
of  the  system  was  described  with  some  emphasis  on  separatrices,  trajectories, 
and  the  influence  of  the  singularity  corresponding  to  a  given  region,  whether 
this  singularity  exists  in  its  proper  region  or  has  a  virtual  image  in  another 
region. 

Based  on  this  study  some  engineering  methods  of  analysis  and  design 
have  been  described  in  Chapter  4,  and  some  simplified  formulae  for  the  rapid 
estimate  of  flipflop  behavior  have  been  presented  in  Chapter  5* 

The  experimental  example  presented  in  Chapter  6  illustrates  the  use 
of  some  of  these  methods,  and  also,  by  compa'^ing  theoretical,  with  practiced, 
results,  some  feeling  is  obtained  for  the  adequacy  of  the  various  methods  and 
for  the  type  of  approximations  (piecewise  linear  at  the  model  level)  used  In  the 
theory. 
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7.2  Conclusions 

It  is  apparent  that  we  have  obtained  a  useful  and,  for  most  practiced 
purposes,,  adequate  theory. 

/ 

We  feel,  however,  that  there  are  some  questions  to  which  we  do  not 

have  even  unsatisfactory  answers.  A  first  question  is:  why  is  it  that  the 

best  of  all  methods  when  applied  to  the  active  region  yields  a  path  which 

obviously  differs  considerably  from  the  true  path?  Even  the  crude  device  of 

assuming  the  path,  in  region  II,  to  be  a  constant  equal  to  y  would  produce  a 

a 

result  closer  to  the  true  one  in  that  region! 

Another  question  is ;  why  is  it  that  results  are  worse  if  the  impulses 
(second  derivatives  of  9(x))  are  considered  them  the  results  we  get  when  they 
are  ignored? 

We  feel  that  the  answer  lies  in  a  more  detailed  study  of  the  relation¬ 
ship  between  a  nonlinear  differential  equation  (especially  of  the  second  order! )  ^ 

and  another  eqxiation  which  formally  is  a  piecewise  linear  approximation  to  the 
nonlinear  one.  Specifically,  what  are  the  effects  of  A 

a)  the  break  points  (error  in  derivatives!) 

b)  the  error  itself 

c)  the  constancy  of  coefficients 

on  the  solution  of  the  approximate  equation  with  respect  to  the  original  one? 

The  present  investigation  gives  the  impression  that  this  type  of  approximation 
should  be  studied  in  detail  and  fonmlized. 

7.3  Further  Investigations 

There  are  three  directions  for  further  investigation: 
a)  The  study  of  approximate  solutions  to  nonlinear  differential  equations  by  ' 

use  of  solvable  formally  approximate  equations  to  the  original  one,  such  as 
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plecewlse  llneeur  eqxxatlons  or  other  standard  types  of  equations  with  known 
solutions . 

b)  The  polishing  of  the  present  theory  by  considering  other  types  of  approxi- 
mat  ion,  such  as,  for  example,  approximation  at  the  equation  level. 

c)  Application  of  the  ideas  we  have  described  to  more  complex  situations,  for 
example, 

(i)  considering  the  nonlinearity  of  parasitic  capacitances, 

(ii)  taking  the  collector-base  junction  capacitances  into 
account, 

(iii)  considering  inductances  in  the  passive  circuit, 

(iv)  considering  the  distributed  nature  of  some  of  the 
parasitic  capacitances. 

Advances  in  one,  some,  or  all  of  these  directions  would  certainly  improve  the 
4  present-day  techniques  of  switching  circuit  design  for  digital  computers. 
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